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Bibb G raves Hall
(Photo by Donny
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Opening 1

The Marching
Southerners
donned new
uniforms for
the 1995 the
marching
season. (Photo
by Donny
Cotten)
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The addition
of the Tau
Kappa Epsilon
fraternity was
ju s t one of the
many changes
at JSU. A few
TKE brothers
get together
with Cocky for
a snapshot
during Get On
Board Day in
September.
Get On Board
Day was a
new activity
sponsored by
the SGA to
allow new
students a
chance to see
what organi
zations JSU
has to offer.
(Photo by
Donny Cotten)
1994 Home
coming Queen
congratulates
1995 Home
coming Queen
Shelia Evans.
Among many
other new
changes, the
rules of the
Homecoming
Queen contest
were revised.
(Photo by
Donny Cotten)

ith every aspect of campus life, students faced change.

W

Not only did a new fraternity join the ranks of JSU's Greek

societies, but rules and responsibilities concerning Home

coming Queen and the Miss JSU
Pageant were revised.
As well as the Marching South

erners increased m em bership,
they proudly paraded their new
uniforms. And Weatherly Hall was
transformed into a residence hall
specifically for the Southerners.
The new fraternity, Tau Kappa
Epsilon, formed during the sum
mer to become the newest Greek
addition to the university. The TKE's

Student Government President Emily Hawk
cheers on the gamecocks during the Troy
State game.(Photo by Donny Cotten)

started the spring semester in their new house near many of the other
fraternities along Mountain Street.
(continued on page 4)

Opening 3

(continued from page 3)

With the two-year compliance period fulfilled, JSU entered its first year in
Division I-AA competition. Along with this, our rivalry with Troy State University
was revived. JSU students and alumni packed into Troy Sta te's football stadium.
Many students d id n't remember the rivalry unless they lived in an area surround
ing Jacksonville State, but the Marching Southerners triumphed over the TSU's
band during the battle o f the bands following the football game.
A hurricane never hit as far inland
as Jacksonville, Alabama until Oc
tober, and students lived to tell about
it. Although pow er outages and
flooding irritated many students and
professors, no one minded classes
being cancelled.
The Student Governm ent Asso
ciation sponsored "G et On Board
Day" in the fall to acquaint new students with organizations and hosted
"Coffeehouse" several times throughout the year.
W hether adjusting to the changes in competition or in activities, the students
changed the shades of JSU.
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Cheerlead
ers cheer
on the
Gamecocks
on the quad
during
Homecom
ing
Week.The
JSU Cheer
leaders led
pep rallies
during
football
season and
participated
in many
activities
such as JDay on the
quad and
Parent's
Day. (Photo
by Donny
Cotten)
JSU s tu 
dents enjoy
many
activities
during
Homecom
ing Week
including
sword
fighting and
laser-tag on
the
quad. (Photo
by Donny
Cotten)

92-J does live
remotes from
Get On Board
Day as well as
baseball and
football
games. Casino
Night and
many other
activities
throughout
the year.
(Photo by
Donny Cotten)

O pening 5

Williams does a “Brady"
dance with volunteers
from the crowd.(Photos
by Donny Cotten)
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Barry Williams
“I Was a Teenage Greg Brady”
ull out the bell-bottoms and

rather than the pretty boy teen

ready to shed his “Greg" identity. “I

lava lamps, the Brady's are

ager they remember from the re

have been Greg Brady most of my

back...Well, at least one of

runs on TBS. Williams was open and

life," he said. Williams added that

them is. Barry Williams, who played

honest about every aspect of his

he is often greeted with, “Hey,

Greg on the hit family series “The

life as a Brady. He even acknowl

Greg!" However, he is now working

Brady Bunch," was at Leone Cole

edged the alleged relationship be

in musical theatre and wants to be

Auditorium the Wednesday night of

tw een his TV m other, Florence

known for his new line of work. Will

Homecoming Week to talk about

Henderson, and himself.

iams even gave the crowd an ex

P

his life “growing up Brady." Turnout

“I slept with her once," Williams

ample of his new profession as he

for the event was low, but those

said to a stunned crowd. “Only

sang a song from Les Miserables

who were there really seemed to

once, though, and she w a sn 't

toward the end of his presentation.

enjoy the show that the SGA spon

there," the crowd let a sigh of relief.

The teenage Greg talked about

sored as part of JSU's homecoming

Then Williams continued. “It's

his favorite “Brady" episode as well.

festivities.

a in
m
a
 do with a bottle
gwhat
youzcan

Do you remember Greg's ”bachelor

of Wesson Oil,' and the crowd rolled

pad?" Williams favorite show to do

with laughter once again.

was the one where he gets to be a

Williams began his Brady tale by
showing clips of classic Brady epi
sodes.

Eve ryo ne

sa t

q u ie tly

Williams also talked about his re

“hippie" and decorate his own

watching clips from their favorite

lationship with co-star Maureen

room, in a way it was Greg's growing

Brady shows until Jan Brady's fa

McCormick, also known as Marsha.

up episode.

m ous c o m p la in t,

“It's alw ays

Williams said his crush on her began

To prove his faith to his favorite

Marsha, Marsha, M arsha," and then

on the first day of taping and moved

episode, Williams ended the show

the auditorium filled with laughter

into full swing during the Hawaiian

in full hippie gear, straight from the

and applause.Williams was met with

episodes. Williams added that noth

script of “The Brady Bunch." Then

a standing ovation as he entered

ing happened between the two

with the help of volunteers from the

the room and a few people seemed

after returning from Hawaii.

audience, Williams did a “Brady"

surprised to see a middle-age man.

Williams is very much willing and

dance and said good night.
Autumn Conaway
Chanticleer

Barry Williams greets students as
he signs autographs after the
show. (Photo by Donny Cotten)
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Cocky waves to the crowd during the Home
coming parade as he rides in a corvette
convertable. (Photo by Donny Cotten)

Cocky interacts with the crowd at the Troy
State football game. (Photo by Donny Cotten)

Cocky 9

Cocky
hile many changes occured

too much for the groomer to clean up.

aro und JSU, one thing re

Lovett didn't know what became of

m ained the same. Cocky

the second rooster.

W

could always be found during campus
activities and events.
Cocky's antics brought laughter to JSU's
students and delight to a countless num
ber of children.

Now we have Cocky, an oversize
gamecock that no one will mistake for
a meal.
Cocky never misses a chance to flirt
with the ballerina's and he even rides

At one time Jacksonville State pos

through the Homecoming Parade in a

sessed a live g a m e c o c ks a mascot, but

Corvette convertable dressed in a white

according to Opal Lovett, a former uni

tuxedo.

versity photographer for JSU, someone

Cocky never crows or makes a

had too much to drink one night and the

sound. According to Cocky's chicken

gamecock became dinner for someone.

scratch, mascot regulations do not al

A replacement was found but this one left

low them to speak. But then again, a
rooster c an't talk.
But Cocky draws a
crowd of children and
the eyes of fans with
out speaking. Whether

Above
Cocky
in teracts
with TSU’s
m ascot
during the
JSU v. Troy
State
football
game ju s t
as he does
with other
m ascots
football
and b a s 
ketball
games.
(Photo by
Donny
Cotten)

young boys and girls
are trying to steal his
sunglasses during a
basketball game or a
toddler trying to jump
out of the stands just to
see him during a foot
ball game, Cocky sup
ports Jacksonville State
and their gamecocks.
Thanks, Cocky!

Cocky never misses a chance to have fun with JSU
students. (Photo by Donny Cotten)
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Cocky
takes a
chance
during
Homecom
ing to let
the
photographer
know th a t
JSU is
num ber 1.
(Photo by
Donny
Cotten)

tudents were challenged to participate in higher

S

forms o f culture through the arts festival, Kalei
doscope, JSU Drama productions and even

popular culture such as Coffeehouse.
New rules were put into affect concerning Homecoming
Queen elections. The Student Government sponsored the
first “Get on Board Day” to acquaint new students with all
the activities offered on campus.
Students survived Hurricane Opal, the only Hurricane to
come this far inland, in October. Classes being cancelled
due to Opal and winter storms that hit the area during the
spring semester allowed students plenty o f time to catch up
(on studying o f course.)
No matter what changes occurred students adjusted and
found that change isn’t always a bad thing.

Student life hades
JSU Cheerleaders dress as
farmers and farm girls during
the Troy football game pep rally.
(Photo by Donny Cotten)
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Sororities show their spirit during Homecoming
Week. (Photo by Donny Cotten)
n All American Homecoming provided a wide extent
of entertainment ranging from Lasertag to “I was a
Teenage Greg Brady". SGA planned many activities
for JSU students including Comedy Club with Sheryl
Underwood. Special Guest speaker Barry Williams (the adored
Greg Brady), and of course, the traditional Homecoming
stuff: bonfire, parade, spirit day etc. Homecoming week was
packed full of school spirit and pride for the Fighting Game
cocks of JSU.
Many of the JSU students took advantage of these events
and showed pride in JSU by showing great attendance in all
of the festivities. Barry Williams, Greg Brady, was one of the
major highlights for this year's Homecoming. His jokes and
antics entertained the crowd as he had them rolling in the
aisle with his sarcasm, and had many a student reminiscent
of all those Brady Bunch reruns. If only Marsha were there it
would have been "dreamy."
Sheryl Underwood took center stage at this year's Comedy
Club, taking an all out approach of keeping the crowd in
stitches. Her style of comedy was appreciated by many as
they cheered her jokes . Her sermon-like style gave the
students an insight to Underwood's “incorrect" political and
social views.
Many JSU fraternities showed their creativity in acquiring
the necessary supplies for float making (toilet paper). As a
word of precaution, if you plan to go to the library for any
extensive amount of time you may want to bring your own
toilet paper, as it seems that someone has borrowed vast
amounts. I wonder who?
Many students beared the frigid weather to attend this
years Homecoming game. JSU pulled off an impressive 3227 victory over Western Illinois. As the siren screamed signal
ing the end of the game Patrick Plott caught a “Hail Mary"
pass from JeDarius Isaac to put the Gamecocks on top.
And. of course, the long anticipated moment occurred
during half-time. With intense emotions, students, faculty,
and alumni witnessed the crowning of one Miss Sheila Evans

A

continued on next page
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Students enjoy J-Day activities. (Photo by Donny
Cotten)

Lasertag was ju st one of the many offered forms of
recreation.(Photo by Donny Cotten)

Dr. McGee participates in the parade.(Photo by
Donny Cotten)

(Photo by Donny Cotten)
as the 1995 Homecoming Queen.
The SGA revised the requirements for Home
coming Queen candidates this year. Instead of
being crowned during Thursday night's bonfire,
students must eagerly wait until half-time of the
Homecoming game to find out who the lucky
woman is that will represent next year's student
body.
The GPA of a candidate was changed from a
2.5 to a 2.0. One has to be enrolled two semes
ters instead of last year's requirement of being a
sophomore. Campaigning was left up to the
Director of Publications, instead of the candi
dates themselves going out and placing indi
vidual campaign signs. Candidates were al
lowed to go door to door to promote their
campaign.
Lou Ann Sawyer
& Russell Lee Taylor

(Photo by Donny Cotten)
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opposite page: Ballerinas per
formed for the crowd at half-time
of the game. (Photo by Donny
Cotten)
A JSU cheerleader plays a game
of laster-tag during J-Day on the
quad. (Photo by Donny Cotten)
S o u th e rn e rs try to stay warm
d u rin g the gam e. (Photo by
Donny Cotten)
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Southerners prepare for half-time.(Photo by Donny
Cotten)
JSU Cheerleaders show their spirit during J-Day
on the quad.

H o m e c o m in g W e e k A c tiv itie s
M o n d a y C o m e d y C lu b w ith S h e r y l U n d e r w o o d
Tuesday Movie Night "Apollo 13"
W e d n e sd a y - " I w a s a Te e n a g e G re g " fe a tu rin g B a rry W illia m s

thursday J-Day on the Quad, Pep Rally, and Bonfire
F r id a y - J s u S p ir it D a y
Saturday - Homecoming Parade, JSU vs. Western Illinois
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1995
Homecoming
Court
Julie Hendon
Chelay Wells
Shelia Evans
Homecoming Queen
H eather Johnson
Carla Bryan

(Photo by Donny Cotten)

(Photo by Donny Cotten)
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Miranda Foster
and “Superman"
shield themselves
from shooting
water guns.(Photo
by Donny Cotten)
Jaso n St. Jo h n is
"udderly
cool". (Photo by
Donny Cotten)

Students are enlightened by the dialogue
betw een the audience and the
movie.(Photo by Donny Cotten)
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Hollywood Flop,
Halloween Fun
oasts flying through the air, water spurting

T

from water guns, and candles glowing in the
dark. What do all these things have in com

mon? They can all be seen at "The Rocky Horror
Picture Show."
"The Rocky Horror Picture Show", a Hollywood

flop, was shown by the Student Government Asso
ciation on Halloween. A costume contest is also
held before the showing of the 1970's film.
For a newcomer, this annual event is an unusual
sight. But for many others around the country it has
become a ritual. Many theaters and television
stations show this "interactive" movie every year

Yula Hildmann is
dressed for the
holiday. (Photo by Donny
Cotten)

with what seems to be an almost
cultic following. This is the 2nd annual
showing at JSU.
If watched without the interaction
from the audience, the movie fails to
draw any applause from a viewer.
The interaction brings life to this other
wise lifeless movie.
Participants dance to the time
warp song and throw rice during the
wedding scene. When the actors on
screen tromp through the pouring
rain using newspapers as umbrellas,
the audience pull newspapers out to
shelter them from the "rain" from the
water guns. The secret dialogue
between participants and the
movie's actors is only secret to the
newcomer. To a veteran, the dialogue has been
learned.
What draws people to this flop of a movie?
Who knows. For this rookie it was a hilarious experi
ence.

suppose everyone finds it just a lot of fun.

\

Amy K. Ponder

Rocky Horror Picture Show 19

New Fraternity Houses for JSU
eople are always talking about wanting more and utilities. JSU is also leasing the land the houses
to do on the campus of Jacksonville State are built on at the rate of one dollar per year for fifty
University. The Greeks and other organiza years.
tions have come up with a plan to get moreAfter approval for a new house the fraternities
people involved on campus: Grouped Interest can start building anytime. There are certain guide
Housing Project. "Basically the whole concept is to lines that have to be followed in building. There is a
have organizations living on campus," said Terry minimum of 3600 square feet and maximum of
McCarthy, Director of Student Activities. "Hope 7200 square feet, and the houses may have two
fully these houses will make the campus more stories and a basement. The prices range any
attractive and the project will help improve rela where from $200,000 to $300,000, depending on
the design of the house. Each fraternity is respon
tions with the city."
Alpha Tau Omega, Delta Chi, Kappa Sigma, sible for furnishing and decorating their house to
Sigma Phi Epsilon, Phi Mu, and Kappa Alpha have their own tastes.
Alpha Tau Omega plans on having their house
all been approved for houses. So far it's all Greek,
but other organizations are welcome to partici built within the next year. They have all ready been
pate. "I think it's a positive move for the university approved and are just waiting for money. Delta
and small groups," said Dr. Bascom Woodward, Chi is doing their bid acceptance on March 5, and
Vice President of Student Affairs. “I think all groups soon after they are going to do their ground break
will want over there once one group is there.” ing ceremonies. Construction on their house may
Kappa Alpha is all ready living in their new house, begin on March 20. Their house will have a base
and Delta Chi is in the process of choosing a ment and two levels, costing a little over $300,000.
contractor. The houses are being built in two places Kappa Sigma is having their ground breaking cer
- Phase I and Phase II. Phase I is behind Park Place emony on March 23 and is working on getting their
Apartments and Phase II is in front of University blueprints finalized. They hope fo have their house
built by the end
Apartments.
of 1996.
According to
The new
Dr. W o o d w a rd ,
houses will help
the organization
re la tio n s b e 
must follow four
tween the city
steps in order to
and the univer
get approved for
sity. The new
a house. The first
houses will be
step is to write a
under the juris
letter of intent to
diction of the
Don Thacker who
University Po 
takes it to the
lice D e p a rt
Board of Trustees;
ment instead of
second, the orga
the Ja c kso n 
n iza tio n
m ust
ville Police De
have an estab
partment. UPD
lished housing
will be easier to
corporation. They
deal with than
must have blue
JPD, and the
p rin ts fo r th e ir
neighbors
house drawn up,
w on't have as
and last they
need to have their finances all ready worked out. many complaints when the fraternities party. If a
There are several different ways to get the money party does get out of control, UPD warns the frater
needed for a new house. Some of the fraternities nity and generally they will listen to the warning. If
are able to get alumni and national chapter sup they don't. JPD steps in and handles the matter.
Everyone seems to think that the Grouped Inter
port but most of the fraternities will have to take out
loans. Jacksonville State University will cosign the est Housing Project is a good thing. "I think it's
loan which makes it easier to obtain one. Ray good, it's positive, it'll add a lot to our campus."
Skinner, president of Delta Chi fraternity, says, "It said Ray Skinner. "If you look ten years from now
was real easy to get a loan. With JSU being the when it's all done, it'll look really nice. It'll look more
insurer nobody would really turn us down." Alpha like a campus with a Greek life." Kappa Sigma's
Tau Omega is raising ten percent of the money president, Roy Van Gelder says, ”1think it's a good
idea just to get all the Greeks together. Hopefully
and taking out a loan.
The fraternities are responsible for finding their it'll get more people involved. I think the campus
own contractor. Dr. Woodward says that JSU is only will be happier, too, having all the Greeks on
paying for the intrastructure for the water pipes Campus.
Brandy McKiven

P

The old KA
house that
now stands
abandoned is
left only with
the marks of
vandalism. (Photo
by Donny
Cotten)

(Opposite page) Signs
of vandalism are
evident on the former
fraternity
house. (Photo by
Donny Cotten)
The newly built KA
house is the first
organizational house
to be built. (Photo by
Donny Cotten)
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Coffee

House
ou have probably never experienced Narvaez, SGA second Vice-President, Coffee
a Coffeehouse like the one sponsored house is "An idea that, for some reason, has
by the student activities council. In the out-lived its usefulness." Although there have
been successful Coffeehouse programs
tradition of campus movies and the comedy
throughout
the region, Jax State's just has not
club, coffeehouse was offered as an alterna
tive to those sometimes stale Jacksonville flourished
Why?
weeknights. With live music from rock-n-roll to
Borrowing a phrase from the movie Field Of
jazz and blues and free coffee, students were
Dreams.
Narvaez explains "We built it, and
encouraged to socialize in a relaxed environ
nobody came." Money may also play a part
ment for free.
Bob Boyle headed the Coffeehouse com in continuing Coffeehouse. As of yet, SGA has
mittee responsible for booking entertainment. been unaffected by budget cuts. However,
Through NACA (National Association of Cam SGA's luck may be running out. Many smaller
pus Activities), Student Activities is able to programs will bear the brunt of SGA budget
deal with agents to book musicians at a dis cuts.
If Coffeehouse somehow survives, changes
counted rate. Through this organization, Roger
have
been suggested to draw in students.
Day, who drew the biggest Coffeehouse
crowd, was able to play. Local talent such as Students have always been encouraged to
remain on campus for weekends. By shifting
Ravenwood also performed.
Organizations benefited from Coffee campus activities from Monday-Thursday to
house. Sigma Gamma Rho handled conces Thursday-Saturday, SGA will have to provide
sions several evenings as a fund-raiser. Also, new and creative entertainment. Also, the
92j broadcasted live remotes for the benefit Roost may be transformed into an establish
ment conducive to commercial activity like
of students who could not be there.
Unfortunately, Coffeehouse will probably Coffehouse.
Allison Graydon
not be offered next fall. According to Angel

Y

Coffehouse provided live m usic and
free coffee for students in a relaxed
environment. (Photo by Donny Cotten)
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(All photos by Donny Cotten)
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M iss JS U
A llis o n M a rq u e s

F irst Runner-U p
Niki B arker
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Second Runner-U p
K irs te n M itchell

Third Runner-U p
A llis o n G ra y d o n

Miss JSU Pageant
his year's Miss JSU Pageant had a whole new look.

view, the swimsuit, and the evening wear portions of the

According to pageant director Allen Reynolds, “it was

pageant each count for 30% of the score, with the talent

more along the lines of the way the state pageants are run

contest counting 40%. Reynolds says they “try to pick a panel

along production lines and such." One of the first things he

of judges that are experienced.' There is a possibility of a tie,

decided to do after being put in charge was change the way

but that generally happens in the divisions.

T

it was run so that the girls could be introduced to the way the

There are no rules of the pageant except that the girls be

state pageant is and so the winner would not be as nervous. The

a full time student at Jacksonville State University and have at

new Miss JSU will also have a more exposed role in the commu

least a 2.0 GPA.

nity and show more support towards the university. She will be
used in recruiting, showing up at such events as orientation.

Prizes vary from year to year, but this year Miss JSU received
a full year tuition scholarship with $750 in cash and any other

To be Miss JSU, the candidate has to fill out an application. A

prizes that are offered. The first alternate receives one semes

workshop is held for the candidates after Thanksgiving to pre

ter of tuition scholarship, second alternate $200, and third

pare the contestants for the pageant. Judges make the deci

alternate $100.

sion on who the title goes to based on an interview, swimsuit
contest, evening wear contest, and talent contest. The inter

Brandy McKiven

(All Photos by Donny Cotten)
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Greek Week
his year's annual Greek Week was from March 18-27. The
theme was “And the Greek Shall Inherit the Earth.' The
weather was not always the best but most of the events
did go off as scheduled. The events included a canned food
drive and a clothing drive in which the sororities and fraterni
ties donated the proceeds to the Jacksonville Christian Out
reach Center. All of the fraternities and sororities participated
in the events that were planned. A member from each
fraternity and sorority served on the committee that worked
throughout the semester to organize Greek Week.
The weather caused many complications with some of the
events. The chariot race was cancelled, the volleyball game
was moved inside, and it was approximately thirty degrees
outside during the tug-of-war games.
Sigma Phi Epsilon won first place among the fraternities in
Greek Week, and Alpha Xi Delta won first place among the
sororities in the competitions. This is the second year in a row
that Sigma Phi Epsilon won. Both Sig Ep and Alpha XI came in
first place in the darts game, the canned food drive, and the
skits. Alpha Xi also won the suitcase race, the egg toss, the
horse shoe tournament, and the blood drive. Sig Ep also won
the home run derby, the tug-o-war, volleyball, and tied with
Sigma Nu in the blood drive. Other winners for the fraternities
included Delta Chi in the suitcase race and the horse shoe
tournament; Kappa Sigma in the three legged race and the
golf drive; Sigma Nu in the hot shot basketball and blood
drive; Kappa Alpha in the egg toss; and Tau Kappa Epsilon in
Jeopardy. Other sororities that won included Delta Zeta in
the three legged race and volleyball. Phi Mu in hot shot
basketball, home run derby, and Jeopardy; and Zeta Tau
Alpha in the golf drive and tug-o-war.
On Thursday, March 21, all the Greeks gathered on the
eleventh floor of the Houston Cole
Library for a banquet to honor the
winners of Greek Week. They also pre
sented several other awards, includ
ing Outstanding Greek Faculty Advi
sor. Phi Mu's advisor, Susan Ulrey, was
the recipient of this award. Randy
Rickard of Delta Chi received the fra
ternity MVP Award, and Alpha Xi's
Beth Buies was the sorority MVP. Greek
God was Sig Ep's Rod Beal, and Jenifer
Upton of Alpha Xi won the Greek God
dess.

T

Brandy McKiven

Many of the week's activities in
cluded volleyball, relay races,skits,
and the annual blood drive. (Photos
by Donny Cotten)
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On the final night of the Greek
Week festivities, brothers and
sisters came together to honor
one another. (Photos by Donny
Cotten)
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O pal Smashes Into Jax State
Crews restore power, roads early next m orning

tud e n ts go t a little tim e o ff from classes as Hurri
cane Opal blew throug h tow n W ednesday night,
shutting dow n nearly everything in its path, includ
ing JSU.
“The Em ergency M anagem ent from C alhoun
C ounty called us and advised to close, so we closed the
University a t noon. W e know its serious, but we d o n 't
know how serious." This is w ha t the Vice President of
Institutiona l A dvancem ent, Jack Hopper, said a t 1:30,
W ednesday a fterno on.
By th a t tim e the University had been closed for
an hour, and signs notifying students th a t the school
was closed had been posted. The adm inistration was
already planning on “operations as u su a l' on Thursday.
A t th a t p o in t, the storm was expected a t tw o or three
in the a fterno on.
Several students were standing outside o f their
apartm ents, w atching the light rain. “You can tell when
its going to get real b a d ," said Kathleen Leidenberger.
“Yeah, th e re 's going to be a lot of wind. If it turns out
real bad, then, my b a d ."
The general consensus seemed to be th a t people
were overreacting.
Around m idnight, a fte r pow er had been lost
th ro u g h o u t Jacksonville, local radio was reporting 50 to
75 mile an hour gusts of wind. As o f th a t point, 6 inches
o f rain had fallen, and 2 to 4 more inches were ex
pected by morning.
W a te r from the drainage ditch next to the Cock
pit and Cam pus Inn A partm ents was lapping a t the
mailboxes next to the pool. Cam pus police were cruis
ing the cam pus all night, reporting damages, ac c ord 
ing to an unnam ed source.
The m orning a fter, people could be seen walk
ing the streets, o fte n carrying umbrellas, gawking a t the
dam age. By nine-thirty, a lot o f the smaller trees had
been cut, and yard dam ages cleaned up. Pow er crews
were out and about, trying to pull trees o ff o f lines, and
police were blocking o ff streets. O ff-cam pus dam ages
were especially heavy behind Church street.
On campus, according to Jim M cArthur, the only
major dam ages were tw o trees th a t were felled by the
high winds. One fell on the Pre sid e nt's House, the o ther
on a concession stand a t Paul Snow Stadium . N either
tree punctured any roofs. Among o the r notable bits o f
dam age, the b a tte r's eye a t the new baseball field was
blown down, and some o f the m etal was ripped from
the roo f of M artin Hall. According to the Jacksonville
Hospital, there were no storm related injuries reported.
Electricity, however, was a no the r m atter. “W hat
m ast people d o n 't know, is th a t the University has its
own su b sta tion th a t it buys pow er fro m ," said Jim
M cArthur, Physical Pla nt director. ” All the lines on cam 
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(Photo courtesy of The Anniston Star)

pus are cam pus o w ne d ."
The m aintenance personnel a t JSU got power
restored, according to M cArthur, a b o u t eig ht fif
teen Thursday m orning. He continued w ith saying
th a t they “had {power} up earlier tha n m ost people
ha d ."
According to him, “nothing th a t's hurting
anything , ' was le ft by police Thursday night. But
despite this, it would be a while before the Univer
sity even knew how much dam age was done m on
etarily.
The sc h o o l's insurance a d ju ste r w as ex
pected to arrive the follow ing Tuesday afternoon,
although an estim ate w a sn ’t expected fo r “a week
to ten days." M cArthur had ab out 15 to 20 people
o ut working, the m orning after, which according to
him is a b o u t thirty-five percent o f the to ta l cleaning
sta ff.
M any s tu d e n ts so u g h t sh e lte r in e ith e r
Pa tterson or Dixon Hall during the w orst o f the
storm . O ther students ended up banding to g e th e r
a t the homes o f family or friends. Some, however,
simply w e nt on w ith the ir lives as if nothing was
happening.
One student, Jam ie Smith, claim ed to be
'd o in g my resum e...{a} candle light resum e," d ur
ing the hurricane.
Scott Hopkin

With high winds. Opal left
her m ark by uprooting
trees. (Photo courtesy of The
Anniston Star)
Picking up roots: A tree
felled by Opal found a
resting place on the Presi
dent McGee's house. (Photo
courtesy of The Chanticleer)

(Below) The torrential
rains left many Calhoun
County neighborhood's
flooded . (Photo courtesy of
The Anniston Star)

T h e A la b a m a In te r n a tio n a l

Air Show

he familiar footage is back. First head. Asked for his opinion on
we see g u n -c a m e ra vie w s o f Operation Deliberate Force, Wales
groups of low-lying buildings, look seemed taken aback , "I never
did like to see the Serbs doing what
ing in the grainy black-and-white-like
they've
been doing in Bosnia," he
silicon chips on a motherboard. Sud
said
after
a m om ent's consider
denly, a tiny dot flashes across the
ation.
"
Yes,
what we did was right.
screen and one of the buildings goes
Maybe
we
should
do more."
up in a gout of flame.
Vet something is missing. It's hard to
find a yellow ribbon on display, and
major corporations have yet to run
commercials claiming to be the official
airline, camera, or candy bar of the US
military. America is at unWar again.
Media reports have often depicted
the military and its supporters as staunch
opponents of action in the former Yu
goslavia , but the support was not hard
to find at the Alabama International Air
Show held at Anniston Airport over La
bor Day weekend. Interest, however,
was another matter. Busy squinting at
the skies for glimpses of military hard
ware or browsing the souvenir stands
2nd Lt. Bill Faulkner ,a navigator
for Gulf W ar memorabilia, few o f the
spectators seemed pleased a t the for the National G uard's 117th Air
chance to express opinion on the Refueling Wing, whiled away the
day In his KC-135R Stratotanker,
Balkan conflict.
Air Show spectator James Wales showing guests around the aircraft,
was happy to pose for a photograph sweltering in the heat and nursing
with his pet iguana Arnold, who spent a 20-ounce Coca-Cola. Polite,
mush o f the day perched on Wales ’ and easy-going, and a good con
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" IF YOU'RE A
BAD GUY AND
YOU SEE THIS
BABY COLOR
YOURSELF
...GONE."

In the driver's seat:
Air National G uards
man, Patrick Bell
explains the F-16 to
a young airshow
guest. (Photo by Erin
Key)
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versationalist, Faulkner avoided serious
com ment on the action, saying only that
he was ’ ready to g o ": if need be.
1st Lt. Joe Reaves, a pilot for the same
squadron, was far more eager to answer
questions on the topic. Though unable to
address political matters while in uniform.
Reaves hinted at strong and carefullystudied opinions on the Bosnia situation.
’ I'm not eager to go to w a r,' he said,
’ Nobody is. But I'll gladly carry out any
lawful order I receive.'
Asked about the lack o f popular out
cry o f the sort voiced during Desert Storm,
Reaves said, ’ You know, A labam a
do e sn't have a really big involvement
over there right now. W e (the 117th) have
a jet in the theater, but there hasn't been
a major deployment from an Alabamabased u n it,'
Soliciting opinions became increas
ingly difficult as the day wore on, be
cause some of the amazing displays of
aviation technology. Spectators were
enthralled by the sight of a race between
a jet-propelled monster truck and a stunt
biplane. Then the AH-64 Apache heli
copter appeared, described by the an
nouncers as " Desert Storm 's tank killer."
Silent and agile, the Apache flew back
ward, made high-speed passes over the
runway, turned tight and stopped on a

dime, with its chin turret darting back and
forth like the head of a cat watching a
caged bird. " G et out your hankies and
wave surrender, folks, " said the voice over
the loudspeakers, " If you're a bad guy
and you see this baby, color yourself
...gone." A ripple o f laughter washed
through the crowd.
Al Rappuhn was too busy selling pins
and patches to watch the show. A retired
Navy Captain and veteran of an amaz
ing 42 years' service, Rappuhn worked as
a volunteer to raise money for the Naval
Air Museum in Pensacola. Like many at
the air show, R a p p u h n preferred rhap
sodizing on the day's excellent weather
to discussing heavier topics. O f the re
cent bombings in Bosnia, Rappuhn said
We waited too long, there's an old mili
tary adage: Go in to win, or d o n 't go in."
TSgt. Patrick W. Bell spent much of the
day in the cramped cockpit of an F-16,

explaining buttons and dials to curi
ous Air Show guests. An ordinance
te c h n ic ia n fo r th e Air N a tio n a l
G uard's 187th Fighter Group, Bell is in
many ways the typical Air Force
“groundpounder": A born educator
eager to translate his extensive tech
nical knowledge into lucid, under
sta nd a b le English. W hen asked
about the bombings. Bell grew as
stern as a President giving an Oval
O ffice address. " It's about time.
W e 've been playing around with
these people for years. Now we've
sent them a clear message."
Another F-16 was the highlight of
the day. Hailed by the Air Show
announcers as "the star of Desert
Storm ", a Viper from the 9th Air force
Aerobatics team wheeled and dived
in the show's final act. Spectators
finished o ff rolls of film as the fighter

landed and taxied into a parking spot.
Then the crowd fell aback like a wave
on a beach, leaving in its wake thou
sands of beer cups and Coke cans to
be picked up by volunteers and airport
personnel. Crews began “cleaning u p "
their aircraft, checking and double
checking switches fondled by excited
children. Then they took o ff to their
respective units and the “real w o rld ' of
aviation, where the best flying often
goes uncelebrated and unphotograph
ed.

Tim Lockette

Spectators got quite a show from F16 as it takes to flight. (Photo by
Chris Nabors)
"Angel of Death": Visitors inspect
an AC-130 gunship at the Alabama
International Air Show. (Photo by
Erin Key)

he 1996 Student Art Show was one of
three this year hosted by the Art De
partment. 121 students submitted their
work to be judged by JSU's art professors. The
jury of faculty selected winners from catego
ries such as: painting , drawing, sculpture,
ceramics, photography, and printmaking.
" Best of the Show" was selected from all of the
art work displayed. That honor went to Aya
Wakami for her water color painting "Shadow
and Sea Shells."
In each category judges selected first place
and honorable mention awards. Ten first place
and twenty seven honorable mention ribbons
were presented to selected artist.
The show gave students and even faculty
exposure to a variety of professional arts and
different view points of work in a particular
area.
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Kavin Aryal

B e s t o f th e S h o w
Shadow and Sea Shells
by
Aya Wakami
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S tu d e n ts e n 
te r e d a r tw o r k in
m a n y c a te g o rie s
s u c h a s p a in tin g
a n d s c u lp tu re .
(All photos by
Donny Cotten)
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Little
Women
he 95-96 season began differently for JSU's
drama department with a student produc
tion. ‘ Little Wom en”, with Kimberly Kinsey as
the director, opened on September 14 for an early
season opener.
The cast was chosen last spring after the play
was proposed by Kinsey, and learned their scripts
over summer break. With classes beginning at the
end of August, the cast had only two weeks of
rehearsal before its opening night. According to
Jan Rhodes, the box office manager a cast nor
mally has five or six weeks of rehearsal before
opening. Rhodes said that according to Carlton
Ward, head of the drama department, it was only
the second time in the past twenty years that a burning a story Jo has written.
performance opened that early.
Their love as sisters surfaces again when Amy almost
" Little W om en” was also the first fully produced drowns and Jo realizes that her sister's life is more important
student performance in four or five years accord than her story. The love the sisters' share is also evident when
ing to Rhodes.
timid Beth, played by Renee Howard, struggles through a
The play, adapted by Kristin Laurence form case of scarlett fever.
Louisa May Alcott's classic novel, is a timeless story
Rene Humprey portrays Meg, the prim, proper, caring
about the bond of sisterhood and family.
and loving older sister tired of being a governess and anxious
The story, taking place in the living room of the over the thought of marriage. Marmee, played by Betty
March family during the Civil War, spans a year in Jeanne Day, and Hannah played by Gena Holcombe, are
the lives of the March sisters Meg, Jo, Amy, and an important part of the lives of the girls.
Beth while their father is a chaplain in the army
Day, plays an outstanding Marmee who is always there
during the war. A year in which the sisters experi to give advice to the girls when they have questions. Hannah
ence anger, love, excitement, and joy.
cares for the girls when Marmee must go to be with Mr.
Jo becomes angry at times with Amy and Beth March, who is injured during the war.
becomes excited when she receives a piano from
The production crews did a magnificent job with scenery
Mr. Laurence, their neighbor.
and costumes showing the time period of the Civil War.
The characters of this classic novel came to life Costumes and sets, such as the period uniform worn by
on stage with Mishia Edwards doing a superb job Wayne Claeren, who appeared as Mr. March, gave the
portraying Jo March who dreams of being a writer. performance a realistic appearance for the time period in
With Aunt March, played by Sylvia Malone, which the story is set.
insulting her tea and cooking, leaving the house
The crew along with the cast of " Little Women" changed
through a window, and stomping around rehears from the norm and provided JSU with a delightful opener for
ing a Christmas play in actor's boots. Edwards the 95-96 season.
portrays the tomboyish Jo whose father leaves in
Amy K. Ponder
charge as th e " man of the house "while off at war.
Edwards provided humor in this otherwise senti
mental play.
When an arguement arises about a trip to the
theater between Jo and Amy, played by Nicole
Humphrey, the sisters become spiteful with Amy
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Mishia Edwards played the tomboyish Joe.
(Photo by Donny Cotten)
Meg (Renee Humprey) consoles Amy
(Nicole Humprey) after a
d isap p o in tm en t. (Photo by Donny
Cotten)

Amy (Nicole
Humphrey) is com
forted by her family
after she falls in the
pond while skating.
(Photo by Donny
Cotten)
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T h e C o c k ta il
H our
very family has its share of problems, and how better to resolve
them than with the help of a few, good cocktails?

E

On the surface, this seemed to be the basic theme of the Drama
Department's production of "The Cocktail Hour", directed by Susan
McCain, but as the play progressed, it became evident that there was
much more to this play than its title suggested. The play touched on
several problems which are common in many families, from a satirical
view of alcoholism to sibling rivalry.
The play, set in the late 70's, unfolds as John, played by Neilson Jones,
informs his father, Bradley, played by Steven Whitton, that he has written
a play about his family. Bradley, afraid of being portrayed badly in
public, is outraged by the idea of the play being performed. John's
mother, Ann, played by Jessica Geron, wants to encourage her son, but
at the same time is hindered by her role as a doting wife, and so she
chooses to support her husband's stand, by advising John to write a
book instead.
Just as the heated discussion of the play begins to simmer, and as
Ann continues to inhale drinks at a remarkable rate, Nina, played by
Allison Graydon, enters the picture and receives the topic, by pouting

Behind the scences.(Photo by Donny Cotten)

continued on next page

Neilson Jones as Jo h n and Steven Whitton as Bradley. (Photo
by Donny Cotten)
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Nina (Allison Graydon) and Jo h n (Neilson
Jo n es).(Photo by Donny Cotten)

about the minor role she is given in John's play. This conse
quently leads her into hilarious rantings and ravings about how
understated her real-life accomplishments have gone.
As a result of their eager participation in "The Cocktail Hour,"
everyone begins to loosen up, and through the further discus
sion of John's play, the audience is given more and more insight
into the family's true state, including John's belief that he is not
really Bradley's son, Nina's struggle not to turn out like her
mother, and Bradley and Ann's guilt of not being better par
ents.
All of the actors did a wonderfull job of bringing their charac
ters to life. Steven Whitton once again, did a splendid, humerous
portrayal of his character. Allison Graydon played the role of
Nina so naturally, that one would think it was written just for her.
Jessica Geron did a brilliant job of making her character amus
ing , but at the same time informative. Neilson Jones managed
to bring to his character the neccessary seriousness and humor.
By far, it was the talented actors that made “The Cocktail Hour"
memorable and most entertaining.

Mai Martinez

Ann (Jessica Geron) having a high time. (Photo by Donny Cotten)

Romeo and Juliet
Romeo, Romeo ! Wherefore art thou Rom eo?'
Well, a safe bet would be that he's still trying to get
his tights and doublet on without crushing his ribs.
In November, the Jacksonville State University Drama
Department dazzled audiences with the triumph and trag
edy of William Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet. The play,
directed by Wayne Claeren, consisted of 28 different ac
tors. Being able to see the acting process first hand, I can
tell you it's not as easy as it looks.
Rehearsals for the play began at the beginning of
October. For weeks, the actors did nothing but bumble
through lines and spend hours trying to perfect the blocking
for the show. The blocking is an important element to the
show because one missed step can cause one actor to
block or even collide into another. Because of another
production taking place on the main stage, all this had to
be done in another room, so the actors were unable to even
work on the stage until late October.
During rehearsals, the main characters learn very quickly
that reading Shakespeare is nothing like reading English. For
“poetic purposes,' words and phrases sometimes must be
as poetry rather than prose. “Punished' becomes "pun-ishe d '. However, with Claeren's expertise at directing and
traditional take on the play, most the actors were able to
catch on to the phrasing quickly.
For some of the actors, rehearsals at night were only half
the commitment. Besides it's love theme, Romeo and Juliet
contains some elaborate fight scenes, and the moves and
techniques for them don't come through osmosis. All the
fighters spent extra hours being trained by the fight director,
Susan McCain, and the fight captain, Todd Edwards. The
moves and swings had to be choreographed perfectly to
avoid the occasional poking out of the eye or decapita
tion.
By the end of October, something more important than
blocking became necessary, lines. While some actors had
their lines in memory before necessary, most of the actors
suddenly realized it was time to sit down and cram. With a
full load of classes and blocking to remember, memoriza
tion of lines seems to haunt you until it's done. However, in
the eye of the hurricane (would that be Hurricane Opal?),
the actors packed their brains with enough Shakespeare to
make a high school senior's head explode.
Another big part of such an elaborate production is the
costumes. Some plays only require the costume designer, in
this case Fredrick Clements, to find an old coat or a hat.
Romeo and Juliet, on the other hand, demands glamour
and style . After spending a hour with each actor for
measurements, the costume crew began a long and te
dious process of finding fabric for the tights and doublets,
deciding what character would wear what, and exactly
how to make 28 costumes in a couple of weeks. After
spending a few thousand dollars just on the materials, they
spent hours sewing the costumes together. After many allnighters at the costumes shop, it took up until the opening
night to get all the costumes ready and wearable. In the
end though, they were beautiful on stage and helped add
that Shakespearean feel to the whole show.
W hat good would costumes and lines do an actor
without a place to do the show? That job fell into the hands
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Ju liet (Ashley Pendley) and Romeo (Tyler Waldrop) in the
famous balcony scene. (Photo by Donny Cotten)
of the scenic designer Carlton Ward. With the construction
crew, he built a revolving stage, making it easy to move from
Friar's cell the famous balcony scene. With a coat of paint
and a couple of stairwells, the actor and audience felt as
though they had taken a three hour tour through the streets
of Verona.
Finally, after months of planning and work, the show
opened to an enthusiastic crowd. Unlike most productions at
the department, this show featured two morning shows for
the area high school students wishing to see a classic play
and miss a couple of classes. The cast came together and
dazzled audiences for six days straight. Yes, many were
happy when the play was finally over, but given the chance,
all of them would do it over again if asked to. Why would any
sane person want to spend days without sleep to make
costumes, scenes, and memorize ancient English? Because
that's what makes acting the exciting and challenging art
that it is.
Patrick Rogers

Lady Capulet (Mishia Edwards) the death of her
nephew, Tybalt (Todd Edwards.) (Photo by
Donny Cotten)
Capulet (Jason St. John) discusses a m atter
with Paris (Michel Holland), a kinsm an of the
Prince. (Photo by Donny Cotten)

(Above)The many fight scenes kept
audiences rivoted and on the edge
of their seats. (Photo by Donny
Cotten)

Mercutio (Gregory Mikell),
Benvolio(Joe Baker),and Romeo
(Tyler Waldrop) lookto the sky
as they Wonder who Romeo has
fallen in love with. (Photo by
Donny Cotten)
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K ISM E T

Two Kinds of Fate

Dancers
perform for the
Caliph. (Photo
by Donny
Cotten)
erhaps the most interesting thing about the
musical "Kismet" is its setting. The story is
supposed to take place in medieval
Baghdad, but the real locale here is the Middle
East of the Western imagination: red-haired slave
girls, greedy merchants, wily beggars and de
bauched public officials populate the play. It's an
"arabesque" Baghdad, a bit like the city in
Disney' s A lad d in, only a iot sexier. Throughout th e perform ance, one is
aware tha t one is veiwing an historical artifact: a light entertainm ent
from the golden age of the musical.
Comedy is "Kism et's" strong point, and the performance is carried by
the superb comic timing o f Pat Barker as Hajj, the less-than-principled
"hero" of the play. Neilson Jones excels as the Wazir of Police, a comic
who takes on the mustached villains of the perils-of-Pauline sort, and so
does Betty Jean Day as the W azir's delightfully amoral primary wife. The
wit and machinations of these three scoundrels give the play its life, and
most of the other performances are lost in the production's sea of
castmembers.
As the title might imply, Fate is the them e of this musical. Hajj, the main
character, has stolen everything he owns, including his name. He leads a
life ruled by the whims of fate, and through the first half o f the play, goes
from rags to riches repeatedly. It's a fascinating story.
Unfortunately, after the intermission, a different kind of fate takes con
trol. The conventions of the musical demand a story of young love which
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Meeting for the first time,the
Caliph(Jeff Kirbow) and
Marsinah(Lynelle Terry). (Photo
by Donny Cotten)
Hajj (Pat Barker) in the Wazir's
Palace surrounded by harem
girls .(Photo by Donny Cotten)

ends happily, and "Kism et” suffers in the
process. The Caliph of Baghdad falls in love
with Hajj's daughter, and after that, events
proceed along a well-worn track. Luckily
the last hour is peppered liberally with com
edy, and the cast makes up for much of
w hat is lacking in the script. Particularly
notable is the performance of Jessica
Geron in the role o f Princess Zubbaniyah, a
role she assumed as a last-minute replace
ment. Zubbaniyah doesn't have a word of
dialogue, but she does a lot of dancing,
probably a worse fate for an understudy.
It seems almost every member of this huge
cast gets to dance or sing at some point —
"Hubris" might be an appropriate alternate
title for the production. Any number of

(Below) Hajj (Pat Barker)
prays to Allah. (Photo by
Donny Cotten)

things can go wrong in a production of this size, when
it includes live music, singing, and dancing. Yet, like
Hajj, the cast and orchestra repeatedly pull them 
selves out of tight spots. There are a few problems
with volume control: occasionally the orchestra
drowns out the performers. Such is the nature of live
performance.
It's obvious that a lot o f work w ent into this produc
tion, and if you like musicals, you'll probably love
“Kismet.” Again, this is a light entertainment: if, like
me, you go to a JSU Drama production expecting to
achieve a few moments o f deep insight, you may be
disappointed. Kismet is the kind of thing you might
see on American Movie Classics, but the JSU produc
tion is still better than anything on TV.
Tim Lockette

Kismet 41

How The Other Half Loves
ake three couples. All the m en work fo r the Life to Live." Because of problems with time,
same firm. The youngest m an is having an
Mishia Edwards doubled as co-director and
a ffa ir with the oldest m a n 's wife. When the
actress.
"c ouples " return to their respective hom es in the
“wee h o u rs" a fte r a nig ht out. they invent a “coverTodd Edwards first saw the show at the Ala
u p " a b o u t having to spend time helping the third
bama Shakespeare Festival. He fell in love with
couple sm ooth o u t their dom estic wrinkles."
- J a n Rhodes the show because of the script and technical
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This story was told in the fifth annual Alpha Psi

possibilities. The set was based on a pop-art

Omega student directed show.

Alpha Psi

jigsaw puzzle. It shows the Foster and Phillips

Omega is an honorary theater organization.

living room with a shared dining room. Ac

Each year, a list of shows and directors is

cording to Edwards, the set represented the

presented to JSU drama faculty by the group.

chaotic nature of the script. He also states how

This year's program "How the Other Half Loves"

"wonderful" it was working with the cast. He

was directed by the husband/wife team of

says that there was "a camaraderie among

Todd and Mishia Edwards.

the cast I haven't seen in years."

The show was

presented as a part of Kaleidoscope.
Kim Kinsey and Tracey Gamble played
the wealthy couple Fiona and Frank
Foster. Jessica Geron and Lee Pope
portrayed Teresa and Bob Phillips. Mishia
Edwards and Randal Blades played the
unfortunate Mary and William Detweiler.
The cast is made up of familiar Drama
department faces. Lee Pope returned
after a 5 year stint in New York. Pope
was featured in several productions in
New York and has appeared on "One

Allison Graydon

Student directors showed the zaniness
of this particular script through clever
set designs and camaraderie of cast
members. ( All photos by Donny Cotten)

Casino N ight
With scenesfrom the Old West, Casino Night manages to pull in money for newJSU signs.
he Student Government Association trans
formed Leone Cole Auditorium into the old
west Wednesday, March 13, 1996, for the
third annual Casino Night.
Profits, totaling over $1700, from this year's
Casino Night will help build brick and marble
signs along the main highways entering Jackson
ville according to Angel Narvaez, SGA 2nd Vice
President. " Like the ones you see when you come
into a major university town," says Narvaez, "like
Tuscaloosa or Auburn."
The SGA chose to use the profits to help build
the signs because “it's a little embarrassing," he
says, “when we have visitors come in to town and
the only thing our city or school has even both
ered to put up are little tin signs."
According to Narvaez, the Development
Council of the JSU Foundation has allocated
$3,000 to help with the costs of the signs. The SGA
planned to discuss the possibility of the city of
Jacksonville also providing funds for the signs
although nothing has been decided upon as of
yet.
He says the new signs will bring more of a
sense of pride to JSU. “It doesn't say much about
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continued on page 46

SGA Organizers count the money raked in during Casino Night (Photo by
Donny Cotten)
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Director of Student Activities, Terry
McCarthy, asks students “to place their
bids." (Photo by Donny Cotten)

Done up in true western style. Casino Night
proved to be a big success. (Photo by Donny
Cotten)

Casino Night 45

continued from page 44
a community or school for that matter," he
said, "when they have these tin signs."
"There have been some sketches done
as far as what the signs are going to look
like," says Narvaez. "Hopefully they should
be constructed by the end of the sum
mer."
Turnout was average compared to the
past years, although it was not what they
had expected due to the weather. "Be
cause of the tornado warnings that were
out prior," says Hope Sims, Casino Night
Chair, "attendance was down, but it was
worth having."
Casino Night was started by Emily Hawk
two years ago to raise funds for a new
computer lab in the Houston Cole library.
In 1994 "the project was experimental."
says Narvaez. “From there it just became a
tradition." The money raised last year was
used to help install additional lighting on
the quad.
Amy Ponder

Many students were willing
to risk it all for a chance at
big prizes. (Photo by Donny
Cotten)
An eager student
hands over his
money in hopes to
"win big.” (Photo by
Donny Cotten)
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SGA President Emily
Hawk keeps a watchful
eye over all the wheelin'
and dealin." (Photo by
Donny Cotten)
Students place their bets at the
roulette wheel. (Photo by Donny
Cotten)
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The festival Of T h e Arts
a le id o s c o p e , a university-community festival of the arts was deemed

K

a success this year. 1996 marked the second year of this 2 week-long
festival. The purpose of K aleidoscope is to provide an opportunity for

JSU and surrounding areas to experience "the arts in various forms.” Plan
ning began in May of 1995.
Opening the festival on March 3, Patricia Parker of the JSU Music depart
ment performed a piano concert of works by composers such as Bach and
Beethoven. That evening the one man drama Oo. A ytch: M em oirs o f a
C o nfe d e ra te Sold ie r was performed.

Bobby Funk of the University of

Alabama at Birmingham portrayed soldier Sam R. Watkins.
Events sponsored by JSU organizations included programs by the JSU
Chamber Orchestra, Wind Ensemble, and Jazz Band.

The JSU Theater

department performed the romantic comedy H ow the O th e r H a lf Loves.
Other highlights of K aleidoscope included an evening of music from the
Stillman College Choir. The group has performed at Carnegie Hall and was
featured on National Public Radio. Alabama Ballet/Ballet South performed

KALEIDOSCOPE
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KALEIDOSCOPE
Many of the
areas local
artists display
their work
during Kaleido
scope. (Photos
By Donny
Cotten)
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KALEIDOSCOPE

(Above)
Many
pieces
en
tered
in the
craft
show.
(Photo
by
Donny
Cotten)

KALEIDOSCOPE
The JSU Jazz Band, directed by Chris Culver, impresses the concert goers
during the arts festival. (Photos By Donny Cotten)
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Not just faculty partici
pated in Kaleidoscope.
Student production
“How The Other Half
Loves" featured stu
dents on stage and
behind the scenes.
(Photos by Donny
Cotten)

KALEIDOSCOPE
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Guiliani Variations, and Snow White at Anniston High School auditorium. The
Bolshoi Ballet, sponsored by the Knox Concert Series, was also featured at
the AHS auditorium performing Swan Lake Act II and Don Quixote Suite.
Approximate attendance at all events topped 3400. This number is 3
times the people that attended last year. Over 500 children participated in
a workshop sponsored by Alabama Ballet. One reason for the increase,
according to Pat Miller of the Department of Communication and Fine Arts,
was publicity. This year posters and billboards were placed in Jacksonville,
Glencoe, and Anniston. 8000 Kaleidoscope brochures were sent out and
advertisements were placed in local newspapers and on television.
It 1sexpected that Kaleidoscope will become an annual event. The goal
of the festival is to become financially self-supporting. Kaleidoscope will
expand next year, bringing different talent to a wider area.
Allison Graydon
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H o lo c a u st

Holocaust Remembrance
he postcard is barely legible. It's a
note from Jan Mars' grandm other to

ter in a storybook life. While hiding out in

her fam ily, tossed out of the train leav
ing Am sterdam with a prayer for som eone
to mail it.

train wild animals. When an a tta c k by a
tiger in 1947 e n d e d his circus career, he

T

Mars reads the fa d e d Dutch aloud: " 'W e
are now a t the point th a t w e have to go.
The G estapo awaits outside. G oo d luck.'
Thats all. She threw th a t out the train."
The fam ily re ceived Elsje Lelie's postcard,
bu t they never saw their relative again. Her
train's destination was Auschwitz, the Nazi
co n ce n tra tio n c a m p w here more than a
million Jews were exterm inated during World
War II.
Mars, w ho no w lives in
W ellington, said he d o esn't talk
m uch a b o u t the deaths of his
fam ily members a t the hands
of the Nazis. And w hen he tells
stories from his own life, he nor
mally glosses over his life in the
Dutch resistance, when he tried
to even the score.
The m em ber o f the Temple
Beth-EI in Anniston related his
experiences to an a u d ie n ce for
the first tim e Tuesday, April 9,
1996,as p a rt o f the Holocaust
com m em oration cerem ony a t
Jacksonville State University.
The program includ ed music
an d com m ents m a d e by stu
dents and professors, and m em 
bers of the te m p le re cited the
Kaddish, or Prayer o f the D ead
Mars' World War II experi
ences m ake up bu t one c h a p -

54 Student Life

a zoo during the w ar he learned how to

b e c a m e a chef. Now, having co o ke d a t
some of the to p resorts in the w orld and
ow ning his ow n restaurant in G adsden,
Mars, 73, is semi-retired an d works parttim e as a cook a t Top O ' the River restau
rant in Anniston.
Mars was a tee n-a ge r and chef-in-train
in g a t th e K ra sn o p o lsky H o te l in
Amsterdam when the Germans o ccu p ie d
Holland.

D ay-to-day life in Zaandam ,

where he lived with his fam ily, rem ained
continued on page 56

(All Photos by Donny Cotten)
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continued from page 54

relatively normal for a while.
"The first year was O K,' recalls Mars. “ That was
not G estapo or SS. They w ere friendly. They were
not a rro g a n t.'
Then be g a n the prohibitions aim ed a t Jews,
gypsies, b la c k s a n d so m e tim e s C a th o lic s .
Jew s w e re n o t a llo w e d in p u b lic libraries or
s w im m in g p o o ls a n d eventually w ere ordered
to live in ghettos.
His fam ily's pastry shop b e c a m e a frequent
ta rg e t of vandalism because Mars' m other,
Vrowlje, was Jewish. In 1942, she re ceived a
letter to report to the g h e tto in Amsterdam . In
stead, the fam ily ushered her to the home of
Christian family which protected her for th e du ra
tion of the war.
One d a y a group of D utch men showed up a t
the shop to warn Mars' father, Cornelis, th a t Jan
was going to be picke d up by the Nazis. By this
tim e, stories of Auschwitz an d other d e a th cam ps
w ere well circula ted . The young Mars knew he
ha d to ta ke quick action.
Slicking b a ck his hair an d carrying his m any
musical instruments, he posed in the train station
as an Italian one-m an band.
continued on page 57
(Above) Dr. Sam Brown. JSU
Music Professor speaks to the
guests. (All Photos by Donny
Cotten)
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continued from page 56

“ I d id n 't speak one w ord of Italian," laughs Mars,

c o m p le x io n a llo w e d him to assume th e n a m e

telling his story. “ I tho ug ht, 'Here I go to the c o n c e n 
tration c a m p ."

M oham m ed in the kitchen of a summer c a m p for
boys in the tow n o f Epe.

When a G erm an solider asked Mars his business,

While a t the c a m p , mars joine d the resistance

Mars replied, "Heil Hitler!" It was g o o d enough to g e t
him a friendly seat in the soliders' co m p a rtm e n t on

m ovem ent, w hich had a hideout in the forest sur
rounding the summer cam p.

the train ou t of town.
“ He even helped me to pu t my suitcase up!" Mars
recalls.
He g o t off the train in Hague, Switzerland. His dark

He was involved in several acts of terrorism includ
ing bom bing buildings an d the assassination of a
Germ an gestapo.
They a re n 't acts o f w hich he's proud.
“ You are young, you d o n 't care, you
are a fa n a tic ," he says, describing the
atm osphere o f the time.
In all, he was arrested three times by the
Germans, w ho imprisoned an d tortured
him.
Because his father was C ath olic, Mars
was not circum cised as a child, so after
one of the arrests a Nazi d o c to r d e cla re d
Mars a non-Jew an d had him released.
Mars knows he was one of the lucky
ones. Leafing through m em entos, he puts
his hands on photographs of other rela
tives from his m other's fam ily, m any of
w hom die d in c o n ce n tra tio n cam ps.
“Ah, well. That was just the w ar, eh?" he
says, sadly.
Eric Larson
A nniston Sta r
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H ig h e r Education Cuts

H ow

WillThey Effect yo

unny how they' re conveniently out
to lunch just now,' says Patrick
George, a junior majoring in his
tory at the University of West Alabama.
Dressed in his Sunday best, George is
standing outside the office of a state
legislator from his district. Representa
tives and aides rush by in the crowded
halls: fiftyish men mostly, in brown and
gray suits, some of them sporting
chubby, unlit cigars. A young man
brushes past carrying two pairs of freshly
shined shoes.
George was one of hundreds of
students, staff, and administrators from
colleges across the state who de
scended on Montgomery on March 5,
1996, to lobby against proposed cuts
in Alabama's higher education bud
get. The budget currently proposed by
Governor Fob James would shift fund
ing from higher education—which
James says is plagued by waste—to
primary education.
The JSU delegation was smaller
than expected, due to low student
turnout. A University bus, chartered to
carry students to the event, left only said. Level funding freezes the budget at
half full—and most of its passengers its present level, but does not restore pre
were faculty or administrators. "And vious cuts. Ford said he didn't think the
here we are turning people away be University would be cut by James' pro
cause the bus was full,' said Emily Hawk, posed eight percent.
SGA President, "If you don't get in
" I' m for the lottery,' said Ford, "I have
volved, then you can't complain. If no problem with the lottery. If it comes
you're not part of the solution, then through my committee—I'm chairman
you're part of the problem."
of the Tourism Committee—we'll shoot it
Most of the area's legislators were out." Asked whether he would consider
occupied with other business during raising tax revenues to make education
the frenzy of lobbying which occurred cuts unnecessary. Ford responded:
before the Higher Education Day rally. “We're politicians, too. I'm in education,
Hawk and SGA Senator Bob Boyle led I work at Gadsden State. And I make no
a small student delegation through the bones about it: we could cut fifteen
halls of the state-house, where they percent and never slow down." Ford said
encountered Gadsden Democrat Joe the fifteen percent reduction could be
M. Ford. Eating peanuts while hunched accomplished by creating larger classes
overa plastic can. Ford answered ques and cutting administrators. “I could be
tions from students crammed into his replaced tomorrow and they wouldn't
tiny office.
need me. But we've got a thing called
"I think you'll wind up getting level tenure."
funding—like you got last year,' Ford
Delegations from the universities

F

gathered before noon for a series of
speeches on the state house steps.
Among the speakers was Jeff
Underwood III, a black Montgomery
physician, who defended funding for
historically African-American universi
ties. "If you don't support higher edu
cation," Underwood said, "someone
somewhere is invariably saying they
support lower education and I don't
mean K through 12."
Jim Hayes, President of the Com
prehensive Cancer Center Board at
UAB. spoke in favor of funding for re
search in Alabama universities. "Would
Auburn have Wayne Flynt, one of our
most distinguished American historians,
without research support? Would South
Alabama have such a distinguished
medical school without research sup
port," said Hayes. "UAB is an institution
th a t is built almost entirely on
research.. .The Cancer Center at UAB is
continued on page 60
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Dr. McGee, along with faculty and
students, traveled to show their opposi
tion to cuts cuts for higher education
cuts. (Photo by Donny Cotten)

John Birdnow, a communication major
at the University of Alabama, spoke for
students attending Alabama universities
on federal aid during Higher Education
Day. (Photo by Donny Cotten)
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continued from page 58

one of the most pre-eminent cancer treatment facilities in our
country—the only cancer center designated in the Deep
South...Alabama has some of the best research facilities in the
country. Do we deserve less? I say no."
After the speech. The Chanticleer spoke to Lineville Demo
crat Gerald Dial on his proposed amendment to create a state
lottery. Using cue cards in a Ross Perot fashion. Dial outlined his
proposal, which he claims will generate $150 million in financial
assistance for Alabama education. “This program provides free
tuition for every high school student in Alabama that graduates
with a B average or above,” said Dial. Asked to support his claim
with figures, Dial stated: ‘ To be honest with you, I copied the
Georgia program...they've got 100,000 students going to school
free in Georgia under their HOPE (Helping Outstanding Pupils
Educationally) program. I used different acronyms and said it
stands for State Tuition Assistance, Resources, and Safety.” Dial
says the money left over from tuition assistance would be used to
place policemen and monitoring systems in inner city schools.
Asked about the lottery opponents' charges that the lottery
would erode the state's moral character. Dial responded "It's not
happened in Georgia.”
Etowah and Calhoun County representatives addressed the
JSU delegation at a dinner held shortly after the rally. Before the
dinner, JSU President Harold McGee stated that he felt the effort
was constructive. “I think the Governor's proposal has been
defeated. But we'll still have level planning, and level planning is
still a major budget cut...(it) requires that you absorb the state's
percentage of inflation. Usually, you get about 3 percent infla
tion—last year it was about $600,000, this year, about $500,000.
Tim Lockette
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cademics went beyond the four walls of the
A
classroom, and was not confined to the daily
routine of professors, students, and lectures.
Instructors as well as students journeyed farther than a room
at JSU. Some students let their “learning experience” carry
them to Walt Disney World for summer internships. A
history professor recreated historical moments in Alabama
in his latest books, and biology students made sure admin
istration heard something good by nominating one of their
professors for Teacher of the Year. Marching Southerners
opened their own residence hall while across campus soci
ology students realized that the gender roles are changing
while taking a course on women’s issues. Each of them
changed shades and proved that learning doesn’t always
take place in a classroom.

academ ics

changingshades
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No More Long Lines,

JustBusySignals
he days of standing and waiting
in long lines to register for classes
are over. In the fall of 1994, Jack
sonville State University installed
Touch" so that students could regis
ter by telephone.
Students can register with an advi
sor or with the In-Touch services pro
vided. The student dials the number,
listens to a com puter, and follows the
given directions. The student should
have call numbers and section num
bers ready to dial into the phone. If a
problem should arise there is a help
line a v a ila b le . The phones are
plugged directly into the computers
which register your schedule directly.
The computer will tell you if the classes
you signed up for are full or not. Ap
proximately one-third of Jacksonville
State University students use In-Touch
instead of registering through a regis
tration center. Kathy Cambron, Assis
ta n t D irector of Admissions and
Records, says, "I think it is one of the
greatest things ever to happen to the
university because it streamlines
things for the students."
There are advantages and disad
vantages with In-touch, just like with
regular registration procedures. The
biggest advantage to In-Touch is that
there are no long lines to stand in. If
you forget a piece of paper you just
call back instead of going to the back
of the line. Other advantages in
clude longer hours of service.

T

“It is quicker and easier,
but don’t think about
dropping a class through
it unless you have some
money.”
Robbie Pennington

There is also a three-day period be
fore preregistration when students
can register only by phone—'Early
"InBird Registration." Tricia Shelnuttsays
that it only took her a few minutes. "It
was great. Instead of having to set
up appointments with my advisor, I
just dialed a few numbers and it only
took a few minutes."
There are two disadvantages to
phone registration. Since the phone
is plugged directly into the computer,
there is no personal co n ta ct unless
the student uses the help line. The
other disadvantage is if there is a
problem with your schedule, the com 
puter does not catch it as a person
does. If there is a problem, the stu
dent can call the help line where
people will help find a solution. Stu
dents have ten minutes to com plete
their call. After ten minutes the phone
cuts off autom atically but students
can call back and com plete their
call.
In Touch may prove to be a very
valuable asset to students who take
advantage of it. Not only can stu
dents register on it but students can
find out the balance of their account,
find out their grades if they are
posted, and drop or add classes.
Robbie Pennington says, "I like the
phone registration. It is quicker and
easier, but d o n 't think about drop
ping a class through it unless you have
some money."
Brandy Mckiven
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Phone registration is an
easy way for students to
schedule classes without
waiting in long lines.

For some students, talk
ing to an advisor is easier
than listening to a com
puter and punching
numbers.
(Photos by Donny Cotten.)
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Sleeping Beauty was enjoyed by children and adults alike. The
Beast, played by Jason St. John, offered a touch of fear: while Dr.
Steve Whitton made every one laugh as Sleeping Beauty's father.

(Right) A world
of fantasy was
portrayed by
the summer
production of
Sleeping
Beauty.

(Far right) The
stranded
couple is
made uneasy
by the natives
appearance in
The Little Hut.

“Is this dinner?"
Three people make
the most of their time
on an island in The
Little Hut. (All photos
courtesy o f the drama
department)
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Summer Dinner Theater:
The Show Does Not Stop When School Does
ince 1987. the Jacksonville State Uni for me to wake up. One little boy got
versity Drama Department collabo really into it and hit me over the head
rated with Marriot Dining Services to about three times. I was finally able to
present Summer Dinner Theater. They
wake up and he finally stopped hitting
performed two adult plays. Driving Miss me.'
Daisy and The Little Hut, and a children's
Most of the cast will agree that per
play, A Tale of Sleeping Beauty. Faculty, forming in the dinner theater was a good
students, and members of the commu experience. According to Dr. Ward,
nity help with the shows, but the basic some of the actors are in two of the
staff is from the Drama Department at plays and therefore often have two
JSU. They rehearse for about three weeks performances a day. Dr. Ward says the
before performing in the Leone Cole plays are “excellent public relations."
Auditorium. Almost 3300 people showed Dr. Claeran says that one of the main
up for the performances.
benefits of the show is “ knowing that the
The Marriot Dining Services serve a show is being produced with everyone
dinner that usually goes along with the working together." The faculty who act
theme of the play being seen. When The in the plays often continue their educa
Little Hut was performed, Marriot served tion by doing so. Dr. Whitton was in
a Polynesian dinner with the typical is Driving Miss Daisy and A Tale of Sleeping
land foods such as sweet and sour Beauty. ‘ It was a real good learning
chicken and lime pie. For Driving Miss experience being in two different plays.
Daisy they served typical Southern foods Driving Miss Daisy is an option in my
such as Southern fried chicken and American Drama course for students so
mashed potatoes. Marriot would even I got to deal with the play from the inside
decorate the dining hall to fit the theme out so it was research too." In The Little
of the play.
Hut. Professor Davis and his wife Denise
The audience responded well to all had the chance to act together for the
of the plays, but A Tale of Sleeping Beauty second year in the row. Prof. Davis says
received the most audience participa it was very exciting to have only two
tion. The cast would ask the audience weeks of rehearsal for a two hour play.
questions and in some parts of the play ‘ It was quite exciting because we're still
ask some of the children to come up on discovering things about the role." The
stage to help the cast. Dr. Ward remem audience was generally receptive and
bers one night they asked some of the that helped the actors.
children to help wake up Sleeping
Dinner Theater is performed during
Beauty. "We had some high school boys the summer. In theory, it is a separate
who had all ready seen the play come operation from the drama department.
back and they helped the prince break People who participate are paid and
free from the chains of the giant. They some of them can get academic credit
got pretty violent with the giant,’ Dr. for a certain course. Some graduates
Ward said. Dr. Whitton, who played the come back and help with the plays.
king, can recall how the children helped Conventions in the area also take ad
to wake him up. ’ We invited children up vantage of the dinner theater when
on the stage. I played a character who they are in town.
was always asleep and they kept yelling

S

A story of friendship. Driving Miss
Daisy was a favorite of the dinner
theater audiences.

Brandy Mckiven
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A Paid
Vacation:
“I learned a lot about the
way big business
runs...and a lot about
fending for
myself."
Michelle Naughton

ave you ever dreamed of
spending the summer in Disney
World with all your favorite char
acters? Would you enjoy meeting people
from all over the world? In February 1995,
the Walt Disney Company came to Jack
sonville State University and gave twelve
studentsthat chance. Thirty-seven students
were interviewed for the Walt Disney Col
lege World Program, all eligible with full
time enrollment status and good aca
demic standing. The lucky twelve were:
Lee Abernathy, April Batey, Stacy Moore,
Timechelia Young, Brandy Owens, Michelle
Naughton, Davis Hart, Robert Anthony,
Rick Adams, Crystal Strill, Scott Merrill, and
Francis Henriquez.
The twelve students from JSU worked
from mid-May to mid-August doing vari
ous jobs with a minimum of 30 hours a
week. The majority of jobs available were:
Attractions Host/Hostess, Culinary Assistant,
Central Reservations Office/Travel Com
pany Reservationist, Custodial Housekeep
ing Host/Hostess, Food and Beverage Host/

H
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Hostess, Hospitality Host/Hostess, House
keeping Host/Hostess, Lifeguard Host/
Hostess, Merchandise Host/Hostess, Park
Greeter Host/Hostess, Quick Service Res
taurant Host/Hostess, Recreation Host/
Hostess, and Transportation Host/Host
ess. In order to prepare for these jobs,
the students had to attend a series of
business seminars. There were 10 of the
seminars focusing on the Walt Disney
Company's philosophy, history, culture,
and management. They also had to
choose from four special classes offer
ing insights about Resorts, Human Re
sources, Theme Parks, and Disney Man
agement.
The Walt Disney World College Pro
gram isn't all work. According to April
Batey, the whole program was "like a
paid vacation." For her, the best thing
about working was "making friends from
all over and learning about perhaps the
best way was the living arrangements.
Students stayed at the Vista Way Apart
ment Complex where they shared twoand three- bedroom apartments. They
roomed with students from all over the
country and all over the world. Both
Batey and Lee Abernathy were the only
southerners in their apartments so they
learned a great deal about other cul
tures. The apartments were fully fur
nished and equipped with a jacuzzi,
pool, and tennis courts. Disney offered
vacation trips to places such as the
Bahamas so the student workers
wouldn't bum out. Just because the
students worked at Disney World didn't
mean they weren't interested in the
park. Batey said it was "just incredible",
and having free access to anything in
the park was a lot of fun. The students
also had their picture made with Disney's
fabulous duo Mickey and Minnie.
The experience helped the students
learn business skills such as cash han

Students earn money at
Walt Disney World

dling and dealing with the public, but at
the same time it made some dreams
come true. Lee Abernathy says he has
dreamed of being a Disney character
since he was eight years old.That dream
came true after a short time of working
with International Tours then being
moved to Characters where he got to
play Aladdin.Abernathy sayshe learned
a great deal from the experience but
has no plans to return. He wants to let
someone else make their dreams come
true, just as he did. For him, the living
experience was the best part of the
program. He becam e friends with
people from all over the United States
and with a person from Germany. Most
of Michelle Naughton's friends came
from outside her apartment. She says
she isstill in touch with most of them. She
plans to go back in January of 1996.
When the students came back from
their jobs in Orlando, they had learned
skills that could help them in other jobs.
Perhaps the biggest stepping stone is
having Disney on their resume. Disney
hires only the best and has very high
standards, so that makes a big differ
ence to employers. Batey says that hav
ing Disney on her resume helped her a
lot with the first job she applied for after
returning from Orlando. The employers
were so impressed that they called her
back w ithin tw o days. M ichelle
Naughton, who worked at Mickey's
Character Shop as a cashier and doing
stock, says "I learned a lot about the
way big business runs compared to my
job here and a lot about fending for
myself." Pearl Williams, who works at
JSU's Part-Time Employment Services,
says that when students return from
Disney World they have really matured
and "grown tremendously" from their
experiences.
Brandi M cKiven

Lee Abernathy had a dream
come true when he got to be
Aladdin and work with Jas
mine and Jafar. (Photo contrib
uted by Lee Abernathy.)

Michelle Naughton enjoyed her
summer working at Walt
Disney World. (Photo by Donny
Cotten)
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Summers: a ll work
and No Play?
chool's out for the summer. Every haven't read in a while."
where, students lug boxes to already
Stephen Jordan, who's the Associ
crammed cars, thinking of what else ate Director of the Environmental Pro
they have to do. Despite the hassles grams,
of
and a full-time teacher, seems
work, or visiting with their relatives, stu to be on the other end of Whitton. He
dents are preparing to enjoy their sum says he is a deadpan. “All I do is work,
mer break.
I have no life." Jordan says he works
But what about the professors?,
through both summer terms, and
"I dare not leave without visiting her," through August, teaching and look
says Freddy Clements, who works for the ing for sources of funding for Environ
drama department. Clements says that mental workshops and programs.
he spends all but a week here at JSU,
“You can find ways to get away,"
working with the summer term students, says Howard Johnson, “if you're a little
and preparing for fall productions. Dur creative. The faculty need to lighten
ing his free week, he generally goes and up a little bit." Johnson is head of the
visits with his close family and thinks about geography department, and the Co
doing yard work. Anytime he visits his ordinator of the Alabama Geographic
parents, he's duty bound to visit his Great Alliance. He spends his summers work
Aunt. Clements says that if his Great ing with the alliance on it's stated
Aunt were to find out he didn't visit her goal--to make geography more inter
while he was there, she'd jump his esting for grades K through twelve.
parent's case, who'd then crawl all over During the summer terms, he both vis
him. Otherwise, he's working on drama its and is visited by various teachers,
productions throughout the summer.
who want to update what they know.
Working without a break is apparently He says it's refreshing to work with
pretty standard for teachers. Professors people who are. with practically no
here keep working at JSU during the exceptions, interested in learning. He
summer terms, squeezing in their own maintains the house he built a number
schedules where they can. Melissa Bryan of years ago, and travels as much as
has managed to get a little while off. he can to exotic places like Africa.
She's planning to visit her husband who “I'm trying to see as much of it (the
has been stationed in Germany for nearly world) as I can." He says it's the only
two years. But she has to get back in way to really understand his field.
time for the first Summer Term to teach
Johnson says that the reason many
Oral communications. Dr. Whitton, in the people are here well past the retire
English Department, enjoys spending his ment age, is that they don't know
time also visiting family members, or de what to do with themselves outside of
veloping new courses for the depart the workplace, “You should use any
ment. He says he enjoys being wrapped opportunity, especially summers, to
up in a good novel when he has the develop hobbies... (a nd) to rehearse
time, “Anything from Murder mysteries your retirement."
to... just some 'for pleasure' things I
Sc o tt Hopkin

S

y o u should use any
opportunity, espe
cially summers, to
derelop hobbies...
(and) to rehearse
retirement.
”

A skirt and
eye-patch are
part of
Michael
Marker's
pirate
costume.
(Photo cour
tesy o f the
Office of
Student
Development.)
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Dr. Randall Davis, an En
glish professor, was an actor
in the summer production of
The Little Hut. (Photo cour
tesy o f the Drama Depart
ment.)

Faculty who worked as
mentors during Summer
Orientation spent several
days preparing for the
incoming students. (Photo
courtesy o f the Office of
Student Development.)

Dr. Norman Prentiss
and Dr. Joel Knapp
donn their costumes
and participate in a
skit with the peer
counselors. (Photos
courtesy o f the Office
o f Student
Development.)
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“ I Love to Learn”
iana Cadwallader's office is baboons would getjust an inch closer. “They
crammed with posters, files, fold were just as curious about us. They wanted
ers, and a Macintosh for com to observe." That night, a pack of wild dogs
puter designs. Lining her walls are books
ran through the campsite. They had to keep
on art and literature, boxes of computer a small fire going throughout the night. There
graphic programs, and stacks of artwork. was one tent for the family to stay in, but
She's a fairly tall woman, who has an Cadwallader remembers “we fought over
middle-class Englishaccent which comes who got the station wagon and who got the
and goes with how excited she is. She has tent."
fairly short hair and slightly wrinkled skin,
She also remembers flying with her father
mostlyfrom being outdoors and smiling at when there was a spare seat. “He was a
studentswho walk in unannounced to her remarkable person." Thefamily would never
office. Shesaysshe'salwayswillingto look know when to expect him home,sowhen he
at students' photography. Cadwalla der would finally come, he'd buzz their house in
has lived all over the world and has left Tanzania. When she moved from there, she
personal librarieslikemarkersineveryplace was forced to leave behind most of her book
that she's lived.
collection, something that she remembers
“Istill consider it my home, where I grew with a wince.
up," Cadwallader says. One of her first
Her next mark came, for five years, in Hong
markers was in Dares-Salaam, Tanzania, Kong. While she was there, she did some
as well as in a Kenya boarding school. workwiththe Hong Kong Philharmonic.some
Although she was English born her father thing of which she seems proud. She even
took a job inwhat wasthen a Britishcolony tually left there too and moved to the states.
inAfrica. She and her family lived there for She worked her way through Yale's gradu
nineteen years, under two separate gov ate program on graphic design by doing
ernments.
freelance work, to help keep loans down.
“To me, Africans have a sense of humor Now she finds JSU students local freelance
that's unbelievable," says Cadwallader. jobs, also in graphics. “I think it's important,
Her appreciation of what she considers to this IScommercial art."
be her home isvery wide spread. African
Cadwallader isvery influential with her stu
art is “emotionally powerful. The patterns, dents. “Her vast knowledge about graphic
color sensibility,it'sall different. Therhythm design,literature,and worldly knowledge isa
of the colors is more important than, say, big contribution to my artwork," says Ford
color balance." She also loves African Wiles, one of her commercial art students.
music with its emphasis on rhythm, rather “At first, I didn't like her. (She was) very
than the European'semphasison melody. demanding. She's a real big on process."
To her it's a different world. “The light is Process isthe development of an idea from
different, the sun isdifferent, the trees are its start to its finishing result. “She stresses
different, even the color is different.'
documenting. Once Ilearned she'sstressing
One of the things she very clearly re for a reason—the quality work I've done,
members isthe family trips into the African well,I'd give herfull credit. Shetreats you very
bush. “My father wanted usto rough it out professional." He also says that if a person
there." Athisinsistence,thefamilyavoided respects her and if they are on time with their
the various lodges or campgrounds, and work, she will respect them.
camped out in the savanna or parks,
Her newest mark isJacksonville University,
which caused some pretty interesting ex where she isslowly trying to rebuild her library
periences. For example, one night the again. A year ago, she was hired by Charles
family decided to camp underneath a Groover, the head of the Art Department, at
Baobab tree, which isa huge tree used as a New York conference. “We feel quite
markers by small planes. After they had fortunate to have her," says Groover, “She's
unloaded the station wagon for the night, an excellent teacher and a very talented
and had begun to unpack they noticed artist. She has lots of experience in computer
a targe circle of baboons surrounding graphics. (And she) gets along with students.
both the tree and their campsite. Every Certainly she was the most qualified. (She's
time the family would look away, the a) very vibrant, energetic individual."
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“ (I think) she came here (for) something
spiritual,"saysWiles, “by herchoice,notfor
financial reasons. As far as I can tell you,
she likes it here. I think she can get closer
to herself...(she can reach) her creative
peak here."
“I love to learn." Cadwallader isa MFA
(Master of FineArts), which is“the terminal
degree in my field." Shegot her graduate
degree at Yale, and her undergraduate
at Arizona State. “I love education," she
says. “Once I got started, I got hooked."
Herinterestsinclude Ibsen and the theater
of the absurd, as well as poetry, classical
fiction, and art books of all stripes. One of
her great regrets isthat she was forced to
leave her book collections whenever she
moved out of a country. “You just can't
take that much with you."
Cadwallader actually visited the cam
pus before accepting the position, and
loved it. “Somehow the place isright. Ifelt
I belonged," she says. She also says that
she enjoyed staying in one place for a
while, where she could enjoy the scenery.
Until she broke her wrist in several places,
Cadwallader would often go out and
hike or backpack through the surround
ing foothills. She says that she loves the
sunsetsand the cleanliness of the air here,
as well as the friendly atmosphere.
Her specialty isthe design of signs, post
ers, or other written materials for the gen
eral public,also known as graphic design,
or “art in the service of other people." She
also teaches what she calls “the most
secret of all of them" which istypography.
Thisisknowledge of type and isused in the
designing of movie and TV credits.
“You still have to be an artist. There's no
point otherwise. You can't lose yourself."
Cadwallader isa closet poet. Her favor
ite form of poetry is the Japanese Haiku,
which is a very difficult form to write, it
requires the poet to use a total of seven
teen syllables and is always deeply sym
bolic or emotional. Her appreciation of
the arts also runs into the everyday. She
loves the 1930's-1950'sbooksaboutwood
work and house repairs. She also prefers
the older books on hand lacing and sew
ing. “I'd still rather hand sew something
than (have it) machine done." She feels
anything that can be made in a day with
a machine lookslike itwas made cheaply.

Ms. Diana Cadwallader

(Photos by Donny Cotten.) (Story by Scott Hopkin.)

She enjoys photography of all sorts and
encourages students to bring in their work.
She says that she can learn a tot about a
student's interests by what they take photos
of. People take pictures of what they are
interested in. She very clearly loves her work
and has never considered being anything

but an artist. ‘ It's fun, and I can do it. I've
always been able to draw, always loved to
draw," she says, then speculates on why
someone would want to something that is
painful, or that they are just not good at.
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Rivers+ History
= Books
o many students. Dr. Harvey Jack
son III may be just another history
teacher at Jacksonville State. Of
course, many students may not
aware of the fa c t that Jackson is an
author, editor, and a member of the
Editorial Boards of The Alabama Re
view and The Gulf Coast Historical
Review. Jackson's latest books. Riv
ers of History: Life on the Coosa.
Tallapoosa. Cahaba, and Alabama
and Putting 'Loafing Stream s ' to
Work: The Building of Lay Mitchell,
Martin, and Jordan Dams. 1910-1929,
turn back the pages of history and
create for the reader a picture of
some of Alabam a's interesting his
torical moments.
Jackson's latest book takes a look
at the histories of some of Alabama's
most important resources: the Coosa,
Tallapoosa, Cahaba, and Alabama
Rivers. The book is the first in a series
of books being published about the
rivers by the Alabama Press. A ccord
ing to Jackson, his book not only fo
cuses on the rivers themselves, but
also on the history of the people who
lived along the rivers and how the
rivers have made a difference to the
state. Jackson has spent the last six
years researching and writing the
book. His tales of the rivers reach
from the days when the Indians in
habited the land, and the part the
rivers played in slave trading to the
dam age man has done to the rivers
along the years.
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‘‘Jackson's latest books
turn back the pages of
history and createfor
the reader a picture of
some of Alabama's
interesting historical
moments."

Putting "Loafing Streams’ to Work.
the book Jackson is currently working
on, focuses on the first four dams built
be
by Alabama Power. This book is the
tale of Alabama Power taking “ idle
streams' and turning them into im
p o rtan t energy sources. A book
about dams may sound uninteresting
to some, but Jackson's book does
more than just give a history of the
dams. It is a history of the develop
ment of cities that would possibly not
exist if not for the dam construction.
Interesting and humorous rumors sur
rounding the building of the dam also
add vibrancy and entertainment to
the book.
Jackson's works have not gone un
noticed. He and his books have ap
peared in the pages of such state
papers as the Mobile Register and
The Lake Martin Fishwrapper. He has
been honored by such awards as the
Alabama Historical Association's Milo
B. Howard Award, the Bealer Award
from the Atlanta Historical Society,
and an inclusion in Contemporary
Authors.
Jackson is a native of Grove Hill,
Alabama. He is a graduate of Marion
Military Institute; Birmingham South
ern College; the University of Ala
bama, where he received his mas
ters, and the University of Georgia,
where he earned his Ph. D. He is
head of the History D epartm ent,
where he enjoys teaching Southern
History and Alabama history.
Patrick Rogers
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Dr. Harvey Jackson’s
interests in history and
rivers are also part of his
career. (Photo by Donny
Cotten)
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Practice
rooms can
be conve
niently
found in
the base
ment of
Weatherly
Hall. (Photo
by Donny
Cotten)

The front lawn of Weatherly Hall
is a great place to practice. (Photo
by Donny Cotten)
Students make a dorm room their
home with TV’s, stereos, and
posters. (Photo by Donny
Cotten.)

76 Academics

Not just a Band,
But a Family:

Weatherly Hall is opened
for the marching Southerners.

he JSUMarching Southerners have should go. For safety reasons, the girls
moved their band instruments, are on the third floor with the boys on the
music, and spirit into Weatherly first and second floors. Private rooms are
available and one can choose his or her
Hall. Mr. Bodiford, the band director,
came up with the idea of the band own roommate. Weatherly has the same
having their own dorm. Bibb Graves rules and visitation hours as other dorms.
and University Housing gave the go- Male residents are allowed on the third
ahead signal and on August 15,1995, floor only during visiting hours keeping
Lamar Buckner, Paul Merryman, everyone where they are supposed to
Marshelley McGhee, and Dee Dee be. Most of the mingling goes on in the
Zimmerman met for the first time as lobby of the first floor. Nathan White says
Weatherly Hall's RA Staff. For just $460 that “Weatherly is like a family. Gossip
a semester, band members can move central. Just call it 'As Weatherly Turns."
into Weatherly where they will live with The only real difference betw een
almost 100 other band members. 96 Weatherly and other dorms is the noise.
out of 98 residents are in the Southern Music can often be heard being played
ers and the other two usually go with by members who are practicing.
Weatherly has many benefits to offer
the band to performances and other
band functions. The residents get to it's residents. It has a downstairs lobby
know each other better and know where groups of the students hang out.
they have something in common with It has a working intercom which is
everyone else—band. According to occasionally used. The location is per
resident Jamie Humphreys, “Weatherly fect for the band because Weatherly is
Hall sets the mood for band in gen located one building from the music
eral. You learn more about the band building and isvery close to the stadium.
because you know more about the Friendships are formed between the
members that may never have hap When there’s nothing to be done,
people."
The residents are constantly together pened before. “There are so many ben students gather in the lobby. (Photo
between living in the same dorm and efits from living here. Friendships, mon by Donny Cotten)
being in band. The students also study etary help, studying. Everybody is quick
and party together. RA Lamar Buckner to help others out." says RA Paul
says he has seen them in groups that Merryman. Almost all of the residents
study downstairs in the lobby. They respect each other, which makes it easier
may study together but Lamar says, to live together. James Parris says,
‘ They party more than they study. “ People have more respect for you when
Some even stay up all night." There is you know them than when you don't
also a practice area in the basement and it's easier to live together." Ben
for the Southerns if they need to prac Cunningham says that he needed
tice playing their instruments. Resi money for dorm decorations and within
dent Jim Rowe says, “It's a lot quieter just a few minutes had enough to buy
than other dorms. It's a lot easier to be them. He says, “Everyone contributes
considerate to people you know and when you need something."
like."
‘ It's good living. I've lived in the dorms
When the RA Staff got together on for seven semesters. This is the friendliest
August 15 they decided where the dorm," says John Boyd.
boys should go and where the girls
Brandi M cKiven
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“Weatherly Hall sets the
moodfor hand in
general. You learn more
about the hand because
you know more about
the people."
Jamie Humphreys
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More Responsibilities
Than Teach in
he idea of becoming an English teacher
was not just a whim of Lisa Williams', an
English professor at Jacksonville State
University. "I come from a long line of English
teachers. Both my grandmothers and my
mother were all English teachers. I guess I
grew up watching my mother grade papers
and read things about teaching, and so it
seemed a natural thing for me," stated Wil
liams on the history of English in her family.
Before coming to JSU, Williams taught En
glish at Eufala High School And George
Wallace Jr. College. “When Iwas in college,
I originally hoped to be able to teach at the
college level, and that was what my training
was for," explains Williams on her decision to
leave high school and teach at the univer
sity level. She came to JSU in 1986 and is
currently the director for the Jacksonville
State University Writing Project.
The JSU Writing Project is an affiliate of the
National Writing Project, which is an organi
zation formed to improve the teaching of
writing from kindergarten to college by im
proving the training teachers receive. “We
work with teachers, kindergarten through
college, in all sorts of programs...providing a
newsletter to the English teachers across the
state of Alabama...conferences for English
teachers, and the biggest of these isthe WIT
conference," expressed Williams on how the
program tries to help teachers.
The WIT conference is short for the Writing
InstitutionTechnology program and has been
in operation for 12 years, predating the JSU
Writing Project. The program was instituted
by four JSU professors. Dr. Clyde Cox, Dr.
Steven Whitton, Dr. Robert Felgar, and Mrs.
Opal Lovett. When the Writing Project was
created, the WIT program merged to be
come a part of the whole project.
Another function of the JSUWriting Project
is the summer institutes for teachers. These
summer institutes, which last five weeks, are
open to teachers in every field, not just En
glish teachers. 15to 20 teachers attend the
program each year and intensively study

T

"I come from a long
line of English
teachers.”

Lisa Williams is an English
professor and currently the director
for the JSU Writing Project.
(Photos by Donny Cotten.)
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the teaching of writing. Research, demon
strations, and a great deal of writing are
required of all the participants, “...it's a very
good experience for them because it allows
them to share the knowledge that they have
about the teaching of writing to others, and
also to learn new techniques... a lot of times,
once teachers get out of college and they
don't have assignments to write, you need
them to keep on writing," stated Williams.
The summer institute isn't just for teachers. It
also serves as a graduate class for students
looking to earn a teaching degree. Students
are able to sign up for the course to receive
graduate credit for attending the program.
Workshops for teachers and writing camps
for children are alsosponsored by the project.
Williams has a lot of responsibility when it
comes to being director of the project. Wil
liams coordinates all the programs spon
sored by the writing project. She also con
ducts the summer institute, writes grant pro
posals, and reports for the JSUchapter. An
other of her responsibilities isworking on cor
respondence with teachers who have been
through the program, trying to find out ex
actly what types of programs they are inter
ested in hearing about at future programs.
According to Williams, the job of director is
not a nine-to-five job. “It's pretty time con
suming. I work on it every day in some way
or another. I spend a lot of time thinking
about it...even though we move around
from event to event, it's a year around pro
gram. We are always planning something,
writing a report, working with budgets, there's
always something to be done on this pro
gram."
Williams hails from the small town of Clio,
Alabama. She received her bachelor's de
gree from Auburn University. She enjoys
reading,herb gardening,cooking,and crossstitch. Her husband, Shad, manages the
Am south Bank in Oxford. Her son, Shad, Jr.,
is 12 years old and has participated in and
won a number of essay contests.
Patrick Rogers
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Network
of Networks
ince 1991, JSU has had limited us tary of State's office. This server came to
age of the Internet, with access to JSU in April of 1995. Approximately 100
students beginning last fall. The connections a day are made to this
server. In late July of 1995, JSU became
movement toward high tech has steadily
increased since the beginning of JSU's home to the Alabama Robert Trent Jones
acquaintance with the World Net. Fac Golf Trail Sever. Information about all of
ulty, students, and staff now have unlim the courses that make up the trail, pic
ited usage with a signed agreement not tures, accommodations, and directions
to violate the rules of the Internet. Lab to each of the courses are found on this
server. Almost 300 connections a day
students also have access to the Net.
With the ability to preview and use are being made to this server.
There are many changes that are in
thousands of programs that include per
sonal mailboxes, Compton's Encyclope the works for the Internet at JSU. In the
dia, clubs, and many more, the Internet spring of 1996 students will be allowed to
proves to be a step into the future. Time use dial-up access. They are currently
and services offered by the Net are given working on an electronic admissions
to members of JSUfree of charge, saving application where the application will
long distance phone calls, postage go directly to Admissions and Records.
stamps, and monthly fees. Ten to fifteen More academic departments will move
percent of enrolled students now have on-line next year. Perhaps the biggest
E-mail accounts and it is increasing daily change will be the upgrading of a 56k
by ten or more accounts for a total of 650 line to a T1. This will provide faster access
to and from JSU to the outside world.
accounts.
Sean Ponder, Manager of Academic
The Alabama Secretary of State Server
and the Alabama Robert Trent Jones Computer Services, says that the Internet
Golf Trail Server (part of the Alabama is really a “network of networks." It is a
Teachers Retirement System) are addi complex information system, containing
tional World-Wide-Web (WWW) servers information on virtually any subject imag
now located at JSU. These servers were inable, and is easily accessible by any
developed cooperatively by the respec and all who own a home PC. Because of
tive organizations and the academic ease of access and quantity of informa
Computer Services. In the Secretary of tion available the use of the Internet will
State's Server is information about elec undoubtedly skyrocket at JSU.
tions, voter registration, and the Secre
Brandy McKiven
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“Because of ease of access
and quantity of informa
tion available the use of
the Internet will undoubt
edly skyrocket atJSU.”
.
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Ten to fifteen percent of
enrolled students now have
E-mail accounts, and it is
increasing daily by ten or
more accounts. (Photos by
Donny Cotten.)
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Women’s Issues;
Roles are Changing

An Advanced Seminar
teaches the roles and
influences of women.

rom the basic suffrage movements to
with people or a specific person. Something
the modern feminist movement, wom en
that they would like to improve on by them 
have played a large role both in politics selves that would improve this interaction."
a n d socially which is generally ignored.
From then on, e a c h person keeps a daily
Michelle Ashley, a new teach er a t JSU, offers journal writing on progress. "Making that
a course not only on the history of women's
com m itm ent to keep up with the journal
rights, but how anyone c a n m ake major keeps it forefront in their minds w hat this their
influences on their world.
goal is."
W om en's Issues, an a d v a n c e d seminar
The biggest project, though, is the group
course in the sociology departm ent, teaches
project, which is a t the end of the semester.
students self-confidence and how to work
Each class m em ber is assigned to a fourwith people who m ay not w ant to work with
person group. They are then asked to design
them. It also teaches how w om en have
a program or project that would instruct
influenced the contem porary United States.
other people about w om en in history. This
Ashley was a wom an's studies minor a t San
could b e anything they feel like: the only
Diego State with her g rad u ate work in g en  stipulation is that they must plan it out thor
der studies. After she c a m e b ack to JSU as a
oughly. When the presentations are due, the
teacher, she proposed that her issues course group must tell exactly how much of a bud
be taught in a d v a n c e d seminar, which is a
g e t they need, from where funding would
variable class based on w hat the teach er
com e, time requirements, and even an itin
and the departm ent feels should b e taught.
erary of planned events. O n e of the class
Despite this being the first teaching position groups actually d ec id e d that they w anted
that Ashley has, she feels that the course to go through with their plans and ask the
"was really very successful; I'm really excited
university for a wom en's center, which is
ab o u t the class." It was offered in the Fall beyond w hat Ashley requires. "Because in a
and M ay terms of 1995. "I'd like to see it in the
M ay term, for example, it's impossible." She
c atalo g as a perm anent class to b e offered.
does agree, however, that JSU needs a
But I'm a temporary em ployee here. I'm not women's center. This is something that many
tenured; I d o n 't have a perm anent status. I other universities have, a n d it gives w om en a
arrange my schedule so short in a d v a n c e
p la ce to feel as their own.
that I d o n 't really know when it's next going
“I w an t them (her students) to realize that
to b e taught."
they themselves are potential agents for so
The class is focused mainly on the con tem  cial chan g e. And I w an t them to b eco m e
porary United States. The course work in em pow ered and realize that they have the
cludes three projects along with a book analy ability to do something to m ake the world a
sis. Ashley asks that the students select books better place, w hatever their political a g e n d a
from a list abo u t w om en both well known
is." This is the primary goal of the class. Her
and those who w eren 't—all of whom influ reading project is to show that people, re
e n c ed society heavily. After reading the
gardless of the am ount of fam e gathered,
books, the class has to tie the subject of the
h ave still m a d e major changes in history.
novel to the general them e of the course.
Also, "through the personal c h a n g e project,
Ashley states this is to avoid having just book they realize that chan g e has to com e through
reports turned in.
the self. And that c an b e the hardest." She
Each class m em ber also has to do a per feels that on ce a person sees w hat they can
sonal c h a n g e project. This entails writing a
accomplish, they c an begin m anaging life.
general biography ab o u t themselves, which
O n c e in a career, p eople will encounter
includes their race, religion, general upbring others who w o n 't always contribute fairly,
ing, class, and how they c a m e to be who
either from lack of interest or personal prob
they are. Then the student is asked to write
lems. This is something she wants her class to
out a trait that they would like to change,
go through now so that they c a n learn how
"one that they feel affects some Interaction
to d eal with it, even though she says that she
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doesn't intentionally plan problems. Lack of
activity causes conflict in the class, which
she welcomes. She feels that it is a c h a n ce
to work out problems “where someone's
career is not on the line."
‘ You d o n 't g e t to pick your best friends to
work with you. You've got to work with w hat
you've g o t." This is why she avoids allowing
students to choose their own groups.
The groups are not allowed to e lec t their
own leader either. Each m em ber is required
to have equal say in the project. "lt chal
lenges the classic model in our society that
everything has to b e arranged hierarchi
cally, that somebody's in charg e to m ake
decisions. And many people say this issome
thing that will naturally em erge in all groups.
In small groups, if there is a com m itm ent not
to let this happen, it c an b e a very rewarding
experience."
There h ave b een only three men to take
the course, all of whom atten d e d the M ay
term. Ashley says men are w elcom e to take
the class, but with the nature of the subject
matter, very few apply. She feels, however,
w hat the course offers benefits men as much
as women. "The fa c t that wom en's roles
are changing rather rapidly in our society
does have an im pact on men's lives." The
course offers history of the struggles of
women, their goals, and some of their a c 
complishments, and "it certainly helps clarify
what's going on in a time of rapid social
c h a n g e ." This would help relieve any stress
or confusion over recent changes to males
who might not understand w h at is going on.
Ashley says she tried to set up the class, not
as instructor-to-pupil, but "more in a collec
tive structure." Everyone in the room partici
pates. instructs together, and tries to work
out issues "as if w e were a grass roots orga
nization." This, unlike the small groups, does
have a hierarchy, but she plans on it as
being "a group of equals" all trying to e d u 
c a te the students. "Some of my students
h ave told m e that this is something that they
will take with them forever."
Sc o tt Hopkin
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“I was never interested in
military service for the glory of
battle." states Lieutenant
Colonel John Pattis. (Photos
by Donny Cotten.)
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S
" till a Lot
of Fun...
I

n his 21 years in the army. Lieutenant spend three years serving in the army to
Colonel John Pattis, the new depart pay off the scholarship. Even in the ROTC
ment head of the Military Science de program, Pattis never really knew if he
partment, has gone from steering tanks to wanted to be an officer in the army, but his
steering Jacksonville State University's fu father served in the army during 1950
ture military leaders.
through the 1960's, so from an early age
Before coming to Jacksonville, Pattis trav Pattis knew what army life was like. “I was
eled all over the world after being com never interested in military service for the
missioned Armor in the army. "I spent most glory of battle. My dad spent too many
of my career around tanks," remembers hours talking about how inglorious battle
Pattis. “My first assignment to our ad is... but I also recognized that military ser
vanced course, which is a captain's level vice meant service to the country...he
school, in 1980...a tour of duty and recruit instilled in me...a desire to serve with the
ing duty in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania for two understanding that service meant sacri
years." Another of his tours took him to fice."
Alaska, where he was able to aid in the
While at Jacksonville State, one of Pattis'
testing of then the experimental M-1 tank biggest challenges isnumbers. "We would
in Arctic conditions. After finishing his tour like to have more students interested in
in Alaska, he spent time in California, where army ROTC," says Pattis, who realizes there
he “ was an observer trainer at our national is a cultural bias against military service.
training center and an operations officer Another problem isstudents who are afraid
for the OPFOR (opposing forces), which is of the program without having a full un
the Soviet replicated regiment that the derstanding of it. According to Pattis, the
army trains and maintains to keep U.S. department doesn't expect all students
units efficient."
who participate in ROTC to go into the
After serving five years in California, he army, but it ishis belief that his department
went back on a tour to Germany in 1990, gives opportunities to students that they
but his tour was interrupted by a 10 month may not be able to receive in other de
service in Desert Storm. From Germany he partments. "What I think we offer is an
traveled to Kansas as an instructor with the opportunity to practice leadership...we
school of command preparation. After his provide an opportunity of starting at entry
service there, he came to Jacksonville. In level management."
his 21 years of service, he has earned such
As the future comes closer everyday,
metals as the Kuwaiti Liberation Medal, Pattis feels the military must keep looking
the Overseas Service Medal, the National into the future to do their job. Currently,
Defense Service Medal, and two Meritori the department is experimenting with a
ous Unit Citations to name a few.
program called "classrooms without walls."
Before joining the army, Pattis, a native In this program, students learn by network
of California, spent four years at Idaho ing with other institutions. This takes the
State University where he earned a busi place of the field books, which are not
ness degree. He later earned a Masters of able to properly prepare students since
Arts in Management and a Masters of the books take five years to prepare. "Sol
Business Administration from Webster Col diers today and officers today, as they
lege. After graduating, he spent sixmonths deploy out to go into their first units of
working for the forestry service. He paid for assignment, will probably not fight wars as
college with a scholarship from the ROTC their first assignments. They probably do
department, meaning he would have to humanitarian aid missions, they'll prob

What I think we offer
is an opportunity to
practice leadership...we
provide an opportunity
o f starting at entry level
management ”
“

LTCJohn Pattis

ably do peace keeping missions, they will
certainly do things that no book ever pre
pared them for," remarked Pattis on the
future recruits in the military. He believes
the department's challenge is to ready
the students to solve problems without
always having the textbook solution.
Pattis and his wife Sieglinde, who he
met in Heidleburg on his first tour in
Germany, have four children: Markus,
Jens, Georgeanna, and Danielle. Pattis
doesn't know where the army will lead
him next, but he is still enjoying his job.
Does he know when he may retire from
the army? “The day this stops being fun,
or the day the army tells me it's not fun
for them, I will cease doing this and go
do something else. But right now it's still
a lot of fun."
Patrick Rogers

LTC John Pattis 85

86 Academics

Dr. Harold McGee
President of JSU
D

r. Harold McGee was born in Ports
mouth, Virginia on April 13,1937.
He is married to Gayle and they
have four children and one grandson.
The McGee's and their youngest son,
Andrew, reside in Jacksonville AL. Dr.
McGee received a BS degree majoring
in education and history from Old Do
minion University. He also received a
masters and a Doctoral Degree from the
University of Virginia in Counseling.
Dr. McGee is a member of the Division
II Steering Committee, the NCAA's Coun
cil, and Two-Year/Four-Year College Re
lations Committee. He has served on the
Conferences and Professional develop
ment, College Corporate Relations and
it's commission on Teacher Education,
and on the American Association of State
Colleges and Universities Committees on
Accreditation. He has participated in
many state activities, including chair
manship of the Alabama Council of Pub
lic Colleges and Universities (1991 -93) and
the Governor's Tax Reform Task Force
(1991-92). Dr. McGee has also served as
a member of many local community
activities, including the Calhoun County
Chamber of Commerce Board of Direc
tors (1990-92) and Leadership Calhoun
County (1991-92).

Dr. McGee was appointed the tenth
President of Jacksonville State University
on July 1,1986. Since he has been here
many changes have been made. There
has been a 30 percent increase in enroll
ment, resources for scholarships have
tripled, and 25 million dollars in capital
improvements have been made. Spe
cial emphasis has been given to improv
ing the quality of student life, computer
resources and networks, employee and
student health, the University Library, and
public service activities. Housing and
food services have been upgraded, the
library has been computerized, and reno
vations throughout campus have been
performed.
Dr. McGee believes that JSU is a “great
place. It's a university that has a special
heritage and unlimited promise for to
morrow." As for change in the future,
there isa five year program called “Capi
tal Campaign" to raise five million dollars
for the university to offer more scholar
ships and strengthen existing programs.
He would like to put in electronic advise
ment programs on the computer sys
tem. According to Dr. McGee, some
thing has to be right at a university with
successful alumni such as JSU's.

“JSU is a university
that has a special
heritage and unlimited
promisefor
tomorrow. ’
Dr. Harold McGee,
President

Brandi M cKiven
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Dr. George M iller

Dr. Bascom Woodward
Vice-President for Student Affairs

Vice-President of Business Affairs

r. George E. Miller, Jacksonville State University's
Vice President of Business Affairs, has served as
vice president of four universities, as a principal
manager of a major university academic computing
center, and as professor of information systems man
agement and education. His responsibilities as JSU's
Vice President of Business Affairs include budget and
financial reports; general accounting, purchasing and
inventory control; disbursement of university funds; main
tenance and operation of the physical plant; payroll,
investment management, risk management, insurance;
and bookstore, and food service. When asked about
change in his department. Miller says, "I'm a firm be
liever of total quality. That requires the employees to
participate in the objectives of their jobs and goals set
forth. That, quite frankly, is what I'd change."
Dr. Miller became impressed with the mountains while
driving through Alabama and says the state has a
significantly better climate than others in which he has
been. That isjust one of the perks about JSU. "I think it's
a fabulous institution. Not only is the quality quite per
verse, but the attitude is amazing. On other campuses,
students are numbers. Here you're not a number."
Dr. Miller has a doctorate from the University of Mary
land and is married with three grown children - two in
Dallas and one in Chicago - and "six grandchildren
which makes life even more worthwhile." He is a mem
ber of the Alabama Association of Business Officers, the
National Association of College and University Business
Officers, and the Southern Association of College and
University Business Officers. In 1962 he received the
United Business Education Association Award; in 1972
the Certified Data Educator of the Society of Data
Educators; in 1975 the Commonwealth Award of Merit
by the Governor of Pennsylvania; and in 1988 the Paul
Harris Fellow Award. Dr. Miller retired in December of
1995.

D
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r. W oodward cam e to Jacksonville State
University in 1972 as the Director of Planning
and Research. Since then, he has been the
Dean of University Admissions and Continuing Educ
tion and an Associate Professor of Education. He is
presently Vice President for Student Affairs. The student
affairs division that for which Dr. Woodward is respon
sible includes Residence Life, Intramural Sports, Student
Counseling Center, Student Health Care, Career Devel
opment and Placement Services, Student Financial Aid,
University Police, Student Activities, Veterans Affairs,
and Student Development. When asked if there was
anything he would change about student affairs. Dr.
Woodward said there were areas that he would like to
expand. "I'd like to employ more counselors. I'd im
prove student activities and help all the groups. Again
it goes back to financial resources."
Dr. Woodward has a wife and two children. He at
tended the University of Alabama in Tuscaloosa, earn
ing a Bachelor of Science in Education, a Master of Arts
in Educational Administration, and a Doctorate of Edu
cation. He thinks JSU is "a very fine school. I've had a
great experience here over the years. It's just like any
thing- you have ups and downs. But as I look back it's
very rewarding. I've been lucky - I've had a lot of good
people working for me." The one thing he would change
about JSU is the funding received. He says that if he
could change it, the school would get significantly
more.
Dr. Woodward has served as a member of the Ath
letic Council, the University Admissions Committee, Bud
get Committee, Printing and Publications Committee,
Honors and Awards Committee, JSU Development Coun
cil, and Scholarship and Financial Aid Committee.

D

Dr. David Watts

Jack Hopper

Vice-President of Academic Affairs

Vice-President of Institutional Advancement

acksonville State University's Vice President of
Academic Affairs is David Watts. A native of San
Antonio, Texas, Dr. Watts earned his undergradu
ate degree in English and sociology at the University of
Texas, Austin. He earned his master's and doctorate
degrees in sociology at the State University of New York,
Buffalo. He has been at JSU since 1993: before coming
here he was the Dean of the College of Arts and
Sciences at Southeastern Louisiana University. He is a
well- known expert on drug abuse and has served as a
consultant for the Center for Substance Abuse Preven
tion and CSR, Inc. Dr. Watts' department handles all
academic programs in the university. He says that in the
coming year that every degree program in the univer
sity will probably undergo mergers in programs and
colleges to live with the means provided. According to
Dr. Watts, “Program review will substantially impact the
whole university." He believes JSU is a comprehensive
university, with students getting a wide range of aca
demic and extracurricular programs and that the uni
versity is dedicated to delivering an educational prod
uct and ensuring that students have the best opportu
nity for employment after graduation. Dr. Watts says,
“I'd like to have lower tuition and higher state support
for higher education. I am deeply concerned about
state support for higher education for our students."
Dr. Watts is a member of Phi Eta Sigma and Phi Beta
Kappa. He is a member of the Jacksonville Exchange
Club and the Board of Directors for the Agency for
Substance Abuse Prevention in Anniston. The Anniston
Star selected him as Volunteer of the Month in July 1994.
Dr. Watts lives in Jacksonville with his wife Denise. They
have four children; two at home, and a son and a
daughter that live out of state.

J

Stories by Brandy McKiven.
Photos by Donny Cotten.

ack Hopper, Vice President of Institutional Ad
vancement at Jacksonville State University,
graduated from the University of Alabama in
1962 and had graduate courses in Education at JSU.
His department handles development, fundraising,
Alumni, government relations, news bureau, sports
information, advertising and publications, athletic
fundraising, campus tours, and public relations in
general.
When asked about what he would change about
Institutional Advancement, Hopper had this to say:
“We're gonna have to work harder and get better
results. Alumni is where it comes from." According to
Hopper JSUneeds to get better and somewhat larger.
“I think we perform our mission (to educate northeast
Alabama) well. We have a lot of students who are first
generation college students. We've turned out a lot
of famous people here." He is a member of the
Calhoun County Chamber of Commerce, Advisory
Committee to Alabama Commission on Higher Edu
cation, Council for Advancement and Support of
Higher Education, Jacksonville State University Foun
dation, Sigma Delta Chi (professional journalism soci
ety), Gadsden Quarterback Club, Jacksonville State
University Gamecock Club, Kappa Alpha Fraternity,
and a charter member of the Alabama Film Commis
sion.
Before he came to JSU, Hopper worked at the
Birmingham News. He won Associated Press awards
for three of the five years that he was associated with
the paper. Other awards include the Distinguished
Service Award from JSU in 1987, the Big N Award for
coverage of the Selma to Montgomery Civil Rights
March, and the Jacksonville State University Board of
Trustees named the dining hall after Hopper in 1980.
He has a wife and two children.

J

Vice-Presidents 89

Board
of
Trustees
Jim Bennett

90 Academ ics

Gladys Carlisle

Paul Carpenter

Jim Folsom, Jr.

Bob Kennamer

Dwain G. Luce

Pete Matthews

Tyrone C. Means

Jam es D. Thornton
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“ A Real Smorgasboard
of Outdoor Activities”
magine catching bugs in a stream,
forking snakes with sticks to examine
them, or just jumping from boulder to
boulder to look at rocks and the river.
No, it's not fifth grade re-visited; it's JSU's
Little River Canyon field school.
According to Dr. Kelly Gregg, a profes
sor in the geology department, the field
school was originally started by Dr. David
Whetstone in the biology department,
and Senator Doug Ghee. The program
began as a high school field day project.
Students would go to DeSoto State Park
and Little River Canyon. Starting with
three or four high schools, Gregg would
teach the basics of geology and some
botany: "how rivers work, lots of natural
stuff." Since then, the program has ex
panded. "We often have 15 or more
public programs, for the general pub
lic."
The field school offers, according to
Gregg, ‘ A real smorgasboard of out
door activities." Long walks through the
canyon, or water quality tests, botany
walks, and camp cooking (during the
overnight programs). There's also
kayaking training, rock climbing training,
nature photography workshops, "even
looking at Native American foodstuffs
and cooking, and how that changed
over time,transitioned into modern south
ern food. We try to keep it real diverse."
The programs start in February with a
trail hike. "We've hiked in the snow
before," says Gregg, "what little snow
we get up here. Actually it was really
pretty." The last event, according to
Gregg, takes place in July. “We attract
people from Montgomery and all
through the region who will come at
tend the events at the park."
One of the major events is what several
professors refer to as the "Death March."
According to Dr. George Cline in the
biology department, "The trail degener

I

“N o doubt, our
supply can not meet
the demand, by no
stretch of the
imagination."

All photos courtesy o f Anita Stewart.
Dr. Kelly Gregg, and Dr. George Cline.
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ates pretty quickly, you have to be a
pretty hardy soul."
Gregg clarifies, "I'm leading a hike we
kind of jokingly call the 'Death March'
where we go down to the deep part of
the canyon, the very deepest part, and
hike along the river. And there's a trail for
about a hundred yards, and from then
it's literally jumping from boulder to boul
der in some cases. In one case, there's
a boulder about the size of a house
that's fallen off the cliff. The only way to
get across is under it. It left a little hole
under it when it fell. You actually get
down on your hands and knees or belly
and slither under this giant rock. It's
interesting hiking."
While on the march, each professor
points out things of their own specialty.
Dr. Cline, for example, points out various
bugs and lizards. The professors also end
up teaching each other as much as the
students who visit. "We all backstop
each other," says Cline. Cline says he
learned a great deal about trees after
Dr. David Whetstone's botany walks.
"No doubt, our supply can not meet
the demand, by no stretch of the imagi
nation," says Pete Conroy. He says the
term "field school" is a catchall. Some
of the programs last an hour, some for a
week. Most of the programs take place
out in Little River Canyon,though Conroy
says a few things do take place at the
school.
Gregg says that on average thirty dif
ferent individuals are involved—mostly
professors, a few students, "plus some
interested individuals." “It's kind of unique
in the park service," says Gregg," to have
so much cooperation and so much vol
unteer time put in."
The whole canyon and mountain area
has been declared a National Wilder
ness because of the many rare and en
dangered species there, including some
continued on page 95

According to Dr. Cline. “When we
flush the toilet...[it] ultimately goes
out the mouth of mobile. (Remember)
we all live downstream.”

“I've got students in my introductory
class this semester who I first met as
a high school student," says Dr.
Gregg. “That [the field school) may
have contributed."
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Waterfalls along the Little River
Canyon are beautiful sights to behold.

Animals, like this turtle, are just part
of nature seen on the trail.
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Teaching students about the Native Americans includes hands-on experience.

On nature trails, students stop to
look at rocks, water life and plants.

carnivorous plants. One of the other key
selling points isthe river itself. It starts and
stops on the mountain. "(It's) possibly
one of the longest rivers on top of a
mountain anywhere," says Conroy. Ac
cording to Conroy, the cliffs of the can
yon go up to nearly 600 ft. This lends itself
to repelling. He also says the Little River
itself is possibly the cleanest water in
Alabama. He says that the river was
delcared an Outstanding National Re
source Water (ONRW) by the govern
ment.
This is continually proven by students
taking the field school's classes. One of
the projects that the school does is a
water quality workshop. Led by Dr. Frank
Ramano, students first catch various fish
and aquatic invertebrate samplings with
net samples to test the water's cleanli
ness. According to Cline, certain fish
have very limited tolerances to pollution
or degraded water. The presence of
these fish indicate that the water is fairly
pure. Next, the students conduct a
chemical test of the water, to compare
the results. All programs, according to
Conroy, are environmentally educa
tional.
Cline says that 3/4 of Alabama's water
goes out to the Gulf at Mobile. “When
we flush the toilet...(it) ultimately goes
out the mouth of mobile." He says that
people should keep in mind environ
mental issues: “We all live downstream."
“You have to generate a love for the
land," says Cline, “and the environment
as a whole." He says that's the goal of
the program. “I got in...(because) I love
what I'm doing." He stresses it's not for
the money, which he says there isn't any.
He says he wants to teach people to get
enough money for their survival, but not

to destroy nature in the process. “That's
one of the philosophies."
One of the examples he gives is back in
the beginning of the program. In 199293, one of the grades from Piedmont go
to come out and participate in the field
school program. After that weekend
was over, on Monday morning, Cline
says they were receiving calls from the
superintendent asking it they were plan
ning to do it the next year. He also said
parents called the superintendent com
plaining, “Why didn't our children get to
do it?' The children who went, accord
ing to Cline, disrupted church so much
that Sunday, the minister asked them to
come forward to the pulpit and tell what
they were so excited about. “ If we're
going to turn things around, we're going
to do it with the kids."
One of the other projects the field
school works on is preserving and identi
fying, according to Gregg, hundreds of
Native American sites. “For years, people
have been looting sites out there, de
stroying sites. Now the federal govern
ment is working to protect those, that's
the important thing to do." Among
some of the things that they do is have
professors in anthropology and history
give lectures on the Native American
sites.
“A lot of the professors—I guess I would
be one of them," says Gregg, “spend a
lot of days out there. Five or six days in
the course of a few months is a lot of
weekends. I haven't had a weekend
home now for two months. You live there
on the weekends for these various activi
ties."
“Each time we go out it's a whole new
world," says Cline.
Scott Hopkin

"y ou have to generate a
love for the land, [and] the
environment as a whole. I
got in [because]I love what
I’m doing.”
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A Favorite
couple is Honored
erhaps the highest honor that a
JSU faculty member can receive
is to be named Outstanding Fac
ulty Member of the Year. This year's
recipients were awarded during the half
time festivities of the Homecoming foot
ball game November 11. Dr. Harold
M cGee presented Mr. J. Wayne
Dempsey and Mrs. Sharon Dempsey with
their plaques amid much applause.
It was not unusual for the Dempseys to
receive these awards together because
they did everything together. Both Mr.
and Mrs. Dempsey taught math here at
JSU. They were both very active in vari
ous MCIS department committees and
attended almost every graduation. They
were also very involved with other as
pects of campus life, "..they attended
almost every basketball game, football
game, anything here on campus," says
Rodney Shirey, fellow faculty member
and close friend. They served together
as Faculty Mentors in 1991, 1992, and
1993.
Mr. Dempsey came to Jacksonville
State University to teach in 1966. Mrs.

P

Mr. and Mrs. Dempsey were named
Outstanding Faculty Members of the
Year at the Homecoming football game
in November. (Photos by Ed Hill.)
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Dempsey, then Sharon Lindsey, was a stu
dent in his class. They were married in 1967.
Mrs. Dempsey taught at Walter Wellborn
High School, Piedmont High School, and in
the Atlanta area before 1985, when she
joined her husband here at JSU.
The Dempseys have two sons, David and
Michael. David and his wife, Amy, are 1995
graduates of JSU and live in Lexington,
Kentucky. David is in graduate school at
the University of Kentucky, working on his
doctorate in mathematics. Michael is a
student at the University of Alabama in
Birmingham. He is in the ROTC and isstudy
ing to be a medical doctor.
Sharon Dempsey passed away Sunday,
December 17, 1995. Her funeral was held
December 20,1995, at First United Method
ist Church of Jacksonville, where she and
Mr. Dempsey were members and active in
the choir.
The Dempseys have been a great trea
sure to Jacksonville State University, and
the loss of Mrs. Dempsey has affected many
people, students and faculty alike.
Jennie Ford
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Guest Lecturer Defines
Television News
as television news made

excuses given for the entertainment

all of the necessary a d 

in news seems to always be “ It's what

justments in order to meet

the people w an t."

H

am not as
pessimistic as many of
m y collegues. There
are some reasons for
optimism. ”
“I
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the challenge of its lifetime? This was

Though comments about television

just one of the topics covered in the

news seem to be full of criticism, Woo

annual Ayers Lecture at Jacksonville

druff still has hope.

State University. The guest speaker

pessimistic as many of my collegues.

was Judy Woodruff, a senior anchor-

There are some reasons for optimism."

person at CNN. With 25 years in jour

Included in these reasons are the

nalism, Woodruff is more than quali

globilization of news and the growth

fied

tell students, faculty, and

of cable networks. Woodruff stated

other guests that “the train of infor

that people around the world will dis

mation is moving so fast even the

cover that they have more in com 

w ell-educated c a n 't keep up." She

mon than not.

to

“ I am not as

discussed how sophisticated technol

In her closing remarks, Woodruff

ogy and intense c o m p e titio n in

continued to be optimistic about the

creases the pressure on a network to

future of television news as she pro

get a bigger audience.

Woodruff

claimed that all involved in tv news

said that news outlets are now spe

“ are on the verge of the most excit

cializing in the “quick and slick" in

ing time for television journalism in its

order to better their business.

entire short life."

The
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Professor, Coach,
and Award Winner
he Faculty Senate and the Vice who are starting at a point below and they
President's office of Academic Affairs really want to bring themselves up and
awarded Dr. Donald McGarey the here's that one....I have a lot of respect for
Teacher of the Year award this past year.those and always admire those type of
"I had some of my students who were students."
working behind my back to do that," says
McGarey takes pride in his awards, but
McGarey about the nomination for the quickly points out that JSU has many good
award. “They had initiated the whole thing instructors, “...outstanding instructors in
and had nominated me for the award." fact,' he says. “People who are very moti
McGarey also received two other awards: vated and very into their work.” He would
one from the College of Letters and Sci like for more students to recognize these
ences and one from the Family and Con teachers. “So often over in Bibb Graves
sumer Sciences College.
hall they only get the complaints,' he says.
“That's the thing about these awards,"
“Let the people know that your instructors
McGarey says. " It wasn't generated by one are doing a good job....it also helps your
of my colleagues or anything. I was fortu faculty out."
nate enough to have students who were
McGarey is the assistant coach for JSU's
motivated to do so."
Cross Country team. The head coach, Dick
McGarey uses the approach of not just Bell, instructs the hiking and survival at the
teaching knowledge for the sake of knowl Little River Canyon field school in which
edge. Instead he shows his students how to McGarey is involved. McGarey ran track
take that knowledge and apply it. “Unless at Louisiana State University and also was a
you're playing trivial pursuit where does it graduate assistant coach there. “When I
really come in?" he asks. “I want to at least heard they had the Cross Country team I
lay a foundation for people with solutions was interested in getting back in shape
rather than people who would add to the and maybe helping out," McGarey says. “I
problem.'
went out there not expecting anything
The educational aspect of teaching at from it other than to get in shape and help
a university interests him more than the re Coach Bell out." He then found out that
search. He opted for a smaller liberal arts they gave him an assistant type of position.
school where research wasn't top priority.
“I'm very active in training with the
In his experience at larger universities he team," he says. “It's one of those things
saw that many of the professors were there where you try and coach by example." He
more for the research rather than teaching. believes that type of coaching is very ef
He believes education should come fective. “I'm in pretty good shape right
before the research. “It's very important,"
now," he laughs. “It was pretty painful get
he says, “but when it takes priority over the ting there....I have a lot more energy
academic things I think we lose sight of why now.... Running is a very nice stress reliever. *
the university exists."
With both teaching and coaching he
Teaching is rewarding to McGarey. He examined things about his professors and
recalls a student who bombed the first exam coaches that he admired. Then he incor
“almost to the point of no return," he says. porated those aspects into his own teach
According to McGarey this student came ing and coaching. Because of this he re
in every week for help. The next test, which ceived Teacher of the Year.
he says is usually the most difficult, she scored
McGarey is originally from Florida and
a 96. "To me that's when I had faith in the is married He received his B.S. and M.S.
student. Sometimes we get a little discour degrees from Louisiana State University and
aged at a lot of students who are very his Ph.D. from the University of South Florida.
apathetic.... and then you have students

T

“They ( m y students)
initiated the whole
thing and had me
nominatedfor the
award. ”

Amy K. Ponder
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Don McGarey, a professor in the
biology department, was named
JSU’s Teacher of the Year.
(Photos b y D on n y C otten.)

Don
McGarey is
also assis
tant track
coach for
JSU.
“I went out
there not
expecting
anything
from it
other than
to get in
shape and
help Coach
Bell out."
(Photos b y
D on n y
C otten .)
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Susan Barrs
Kathy Cambron
Ralph E. Carmode

Terry Casey
Mary Cheatwood
Alice Cusimano

Kaye Driggers
Robyn Eoff
Sam Fiol

Sally J. Green
Gwendolyn Harris
Franklin King
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Michael B. Marker
Linda McCrelles
Pat Miller

Martha Mitchell
Onette Murray
Rachel J. Parker

Kelly S. Roberts
Jerry D. Smith
Shannon Stewart

Pam Torruella
Dawn Van Keuren
Joy Warren

Gwen Westbrook
Fred Williams
Pearl Williams
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Th

rough parties and philanthropy activities,

Greeks constantly changed the shades of
JSU’s social life. They went beyond the con

fines of their own social group and mixed with other partici
pating fraternities and sororities.
Plans for the new fraternity row became reality with the
building of the new Kappa Alpha house. Others pooled their
efforts to raise awareness and funds for life-threatening
diseases such as cancer and anorexia.
Rush brought new members into their societies and united
in the spring to celebrate their Greek traditions through
activities held during Squeal Day and Greek Week.
Through their participation in many other organizations,
Greeks changed the shades of activities at JSU.

Greeks
Changing shades
Kappa Alpha's newly con
structed house was the first
house constructed on what is
supposed to become Fraternity
Row. (Photo by Donny Cotten)
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SIGM
A
NU
Th e men of Sigm a Nu fraternity have a strong bond of brother

hood.

Founded at JSU in 1975, the organization stresses

academ ics and com m unity service. W hether they are working

hard to recruit new mem bers at rush or if they are preparing for their

annual Shipw reck party, the boys in blue and gold strive for perfection.

The fraternity is active in all cam pus activities, such as Hom ecom ing,

Parent's Day, and Greek Week.

Sigm a N u 's philanthropy is "Children

International.” The welfare of children is priority year-around, especially

Candids were unavailable

at Christm as, when the brothers come together to help Toys for Tots.
Erin Key
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Rich Adams
Troy Armstrong
Dodd Biaett
Eric Bourne
Scott Butler

Michael Dalesandro
Bill Delfs
William Fielding
Mark Freeman
Robert Neill

Stewart Patterson
David Saab
Dave Shepp
Kevin Stanfield
John Suckon

Brian Scott Taylor
Ben Thomas
Kevin Turley
Kenneth Yates
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Σ

AKA

EΦE AOΠ ATΩ

Phi Mu’s show off their picture perfect
smiles.
Kim Paone, Reagen Clark, and Jennifer
Wells live it up at a Sig Ep mixer.
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AΞΔ

ΔX ΔΣΘ

KA

ΦBΣ

ΔZ

KAΨ

It is Homecoming ‘95 the Delta Chi
way.

ΦM

KΣ

ΣΓP

TKE ZTA

ΩΨΦ

Girls just want to have fun!
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SIGMA

PHI
EPSILON

igma Phi Epsilon w as founded on Novem ber 1, 1901, at Rich

S

m ond C ollege in Virginia.

The Alabam a Theta C hapter of

Sigm a Phi Epsilon was founded on the cam pus of Jacksonville

State University on Decem ber 8,1989. Sigm a Phi Epsilon recruits men who
excel in all areas and they prom ote the balanced man. This fraternity
believes in virtue, diligence, and brotherly love as their three cardinal
principles.
Their philanthropy for this year is the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation. Sig Ep
participates in many com m unity service projects such as Red Cross and
the S.H.A.R.E. program at the W essex House Nursing Home. They also work
with the Jacksonville Housing Authority and the Coosa Valley Authority to
provide role m odels to underprivileged children.

Aw ards have b e e r

greatly showered on the fraternity of Sigm a Phi Epsilon. In 1995 they won
the Buchanon Cup for chapter excellence, and they have finished in the
top two as far as academ ics for the last five years. Sigm a Phi Epsilon hopes
to keep up the tradition they have started here at JSU, and also continue
to be a stronghold in Greek life.
Amiee Cassell

Cliff Martin and Tim Leach are a
good example of the friendship that
Sigma Phi Epsilon provides.
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Dwayne Amos
Jeff Atkins
Bo Bryan
Leo Castellon
Scott Cheatwood
Elliot Clavino
Aaron Crawford
Michael Ealy
Tim Leach
Ed hall
Brian Jenkins
Wes Johnson
Cliff Martin
Matthew McGraw
William Miller
John Mitchell
Chris Ormond
Rick Phillips
Sam Pritchett
John Robinson
Adam Schantz
Rob Sullivan
Jason Thompson
Michael Thorton
Fowler Williams
Steven Williams
Scott Williams
Channing Wilson
Daniel Wright

These Sig Ep members and their dates
live it up at the annual Hurricane
party.
It's a bird, it’s a plane, no it’s just
one of the Village People.
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ALPHA OMICRON PI

lpha Om icron Pi was founded on January 2 ,1 8 9 7 ,

A

cam pus activities.

by four wom en at Barnard College of Columbia

involved in SGA, Marching Southerners, Ballerinas, G am e

University in New York. Delta Epsilon, JSU 's chapter

cock Hostesses, Fastbreakers, Peer Counselors, Miss Friendly,

of Alpha Om icron Pi, w as founded in 1990. Alpha Om icron Pi

and they have a form er Miss JSU. Sharon Desinger, Alpha

is a wonderful addition to Jacksonville State University. Al

Om icron P i's advisor, was chosen as advisor of the year by

though Alpha Om icron Pi is a social sorority it does many

the Panhellenic Council, and Alpha Om icron Pi was chosen

things for the community.

first in scholarships for the 1994 fall semester.

Alpha Om icron Pi has chosen

There are Alpha Om icron Pi members

arthritis research as its philanthropy. This past year the m em 

The mem bers of Alpha Om icron Pi also hold informals,

bers of Alpha Om icron Pi held the "Se xie st Man on C am pus"

have a form al each sem ester, and hold mixers with fraterni

pageant to raise money for arthritis.

Alpha Om icron Pi

ties and other sororities. Alpha Om icron Pi says their goal for

m em bers also adopted a brownie troop and adopted

this year is to "rush our sisters as well as potential ones and to

■grandparents' at the nursing home.

support our sisters and each others d e c isio ns'.

Alpha Om icron Pi also participates in various on
April Hubbard

Alpha Omicron Pi's
pledges are all smiles
for the camera on Bid
Day.
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Alpha Omicron Pi members join together on Bid Day for a
group picture in front of Bibb Graves.

Aimee Brock
Lisa Camp
Jennifer Cantrell
Marcie Coots
Kim Davis
Kelli Dobbs
Heather Formby
Holly Harrelson
Emily Hartman
Julie Hendon
Jenni Howell
Gretchen Ingram
Tracy Marlow
Julie McArthur
Julie McGatha
Augete Morgan
Mary Morton
Kim Parker
Kimberly Patrick
Melissa Payne
Shann Reese
Suzie Romej
Kara Sayre
Kerri Searcy
Holly Sims
Melissa Spann
Amanda Stephenson
Kasi Whitehead
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ALPHA
TAU
OMEGA
n Septem ber 11,1865 three Civil War veterans met in

O

a single house to form an organization built around
Christian beliefs that would som eday unite the north

and the south in brotherhood. It w as on this day that the Alpha Tau
Omega fraternity was born. For over a hundred years Alpha Tau
Om ega has joined men together in a brotherhood that does not
see race, color, creed, or the national origin of an individual, but
the true being inside the man.
W hile the A TO 's of Jacksonville State University pride them 
selves on being able to have a good tim e, they also enjoy the
honor of having brothers in high standing throughout the campus.
The brotherhood of ATO at JSU has a unique array of gentlemen
that make up its membership.

The brothers of ATO bring new

meaning to the idea of being “o ne." Through their actions among
each other and in the com m unity, the brotherhood shows their will
and dedication to stand behind one another.

Composite pictures
were not available.

Alpha Tau Omega, w ithin itself, shows the ability to grow and
mold young men into leaders of the people and the nation. ATO
m eans a great deal to its m em bers, and throughout history they
have stood beside each other and their letters because to
them ..."This is alw ays."
Paul Megowan
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These ATO’s enjoy there yearly
mixer with Alpha Omicron Pi.

Matt Crandon and Angel
Narvaez show the friendship
that exists between different
fraternities.

ATO's have a ball at the Delta Zeta
formal.
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ALPHA
XI

DELTA

lpha Xi Delta w as first colonized

A

here at Jacksonville State Univer
sity in 1968. Alpha Xi D elta 's na

tional philanthropy is Choose Children. This so
rority participates in m any com m unity activities.
They have adopted a brownie troop, they are
big sisters to girls at the Attention Home, and
they worked with a fraternity to rebuild the uni
versity da yca re 's playground. Here on campus
the sisters of this sorority participate in such things
as intram ural sports, Greek W eek, College Bowl,
sisterhood retreats, and mixers. Currently Alpha
Xi Delta has 64 members. They have received
several awards, including Sorority of the Year by
the Panhellenic Council. The sisters of Alpha Xi
Delta hope to be a driving force in Greek life at
JSU for years to come.
Amiee Cassell

Kathy Hobbs shows her support to one of the
new sisters of Alpha Xi Delta.
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Miranda Atwood
Lisa Bailey
Leslie Bailey
Hylan Bishop
Debra Black

Samantha Bone
Melanie Bottoms
Amber Burgess
Charisse Carter
Jennifer Esce

Robin Gardner
Melinda Hamlet
Kathy Hobbs
Jennifer Hurd
Amy Kelly

Cindy Lawrence
Susan Myers
Jacy Pettis
Cheley Wells
Janna Wigley

These Alpha Xi’s
show that school
isn’t all work and
no fun.
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DELTA

CHI

I

n 1968 Delta Chi was the very first social fraternity to be born at JSU. The brothers of
the Jacksonville State chapter place a strong em phasis on individuality and a sense
of brotherhood. The young men gather for m ixers with other Greeks, form als, and
parties; Delta C h i's Indian Party is one of the most popular events on campus.

organization is also well-known for its Haunted Forest at Halloween. Delta C h i's are also
active with com m unity service, helping out the Am erican Cancer Society as well as
Adopt-a-Mile. Special O lym pics is a special concern for the brothers— it is their philan

thropy

This crew really
knows how to live
it up and have a
good time.
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Erin Key

Delta Chi's and their dates
enjoy the Red Death mixer held
annually at the Delta Chi
house.

Delta Chi's are surprised to
see this camera man.

Composite pictures not
available.
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DELTA
SIGMA
T

H

E

T

A

e lta Sig m a Th e ta w a s fo u n d e d in 1913 at

They have adopted two miles, one in Jacksonville and the

Howard University. The founders envisioned an

other at Fort McClellan, in effort to keep two of A m eric a 's

organization of college women who believed in

highways clean and presentable. They aim to bridge the

serious and strong com m unity endeavor. Through its pro

gap between the elderly and younger generations by

gram s and activities, Delta Sigm a Theta has dem onstrated its

visiting the W essex House. They are also starting a big sister

vital concern for the social welfare, academic excellence

program, which will give some children a chance to have

and cultural enrichm ent of its mem bers while de-em phasiz-

m entors and positive role models to pattern

ing the social side of sorority life. Their ideas of scholarship

after. This sorority has the hopes of helping less fortunate

and service have withstood the test of time.

fam ilies by having several food and clothes drives. Th e y've

D

their lives

Today, Delta Sigm a Theta is a public service sorority em 

also participated in several fund raising activities. The Mr.,

phasizing scholarship and character, dedicated to a pro

Debonair Pageant is Delta Sigm a Th e ta 's annual scholar-j

gram of sharing m em bership skills and organizational ser

ship pageant for deserving young men w ho strive to better

vices in the public interest. Nationally, Delta Sigm a Theta has

them selves and become positive role models.

had an enorm ous im pact in many com m unities. They are

Through the efforts of this sorority, they are striving to

com m itted to service program s in the areas of economic

maintain a high level of excellence and integrity in all

developm ent, educational developm ent, housing and ur

aspects of their sisterhood.

ban developm ent, and international developm ent and

glorious, their future is full of promise and their history is still

mental health.

in the making, with every Delta bringing her special and

Here at JSU, the Kappa Beta chapter of Delta Sigm a Theta
is making a considerable im pact in the lives of many people.
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Delta Sigm a Th e ta 's past is

unique contributions of skills and spirit.
Kimberly Simmons

The sisters of Delta Sigma Theta take time for a group picture.

Jemecia Calvin
Falicia Colquitt
Tammy Edwards
Yakima Fowler
Anitra Grant

Stephanie Hall
Tre’ Johnson
Kimberly Simmons
LaShawn Simmons
Tiwanense Woods
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Kappa

Alpha
appa A lp h a 's are revered as the gentlem en of the frater

K

nity world.

Although some of our precepts are derived

from Southern tradition and custom, KA is not sectional. In

fact. Kappa Alpha gentlem en are com m on to all areas of the country in
all w alks of life, but a KA, through his gentility, should always be distin
guished by his modern chivalric characteristics.
The founders of Kappa Alpha sought to preserve the ideals of the
courtly gentlem an of their time. Stress is laid upon the fact that Kappa
Alpha is an order, religious in feeling and rooted in the tenet of high
personal achievem ent. There is no Kappa Alpha Fraternity. An order is a
society of persons united by possession of a mutual distinction, the
recognition of som ething previously acquired. It is a group of men aspiring
to the qualities of the true gentleman.

O nly those who possess those

qualities, and those who care to develop them , can fully enjoy Kappa
Alpha and grow in character in its membership.
Joel McCool
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These two KA brothers enjoy the
Halloween mixer with the Hooter
girls.

Rodney Almaroad
Drew Anthon
Rodney Barton
J .D. Daubs
Jamie Edwards

Robert Edwards
Gabe Goggans
Micky Hale
David Hoaglund
Reggie Hubbard

Jason Inman
Aaron Johnson
Andrew Layton
Chad Lee
Joel McCool

Jeff McPeters
Patrick Murphy
Jeremy Sharit
James Stack
Chris Thomas

Bobby Watkins
Stan Weldy
Eric Worley
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PHI
BETA
SIGMA
hi Beta Sigm a is one of eight historically and predominantly African American

P

fraternities and sororities.

This fraternity supports a network of 90,000 m em 

bers and chapters totaling 400 in the United States and abroad including Africa

and Europe. The m ost im portant aspect of Phi Beta Sigma is its philosophy. The ideals of
the fraternity have been crystallized into three principles: Brotherhood, Scholarship, and
Service.
Brotherhood is the spiritual fellowship that binds them in all activities.

Upon this

principle rests the social welfare of each and every member of the organization.

The

principle of Scholarship represents their constant pursuit of knowledge and developm ent
of keen judgm ent. Service is the keystone of all activities. Members of the fraternity are
encouraged to find opportunities to aid their fellow man. It is Phi Beta Sig m a 's belief that
a fruitful life is one that is spent in the service of mankind.
Phi Beta Sig m a 's national agenda consists of the action item of getting people
registered to vote and to polls on Election Day, and the action item of organizing the
Million Man March. This Day of Atonem ent was planned and coordinated at the national
office of Phi Beta Sigm a, in W ashington D.C. The Phi Beta Sigma fraternity was founded
there in 1914 at Howard University.
The Pi Kappa Chapter of Phi Beta Sigm a here at JSU was recently re-instated. Their
goals for the year are to re-affirm their foundation on campus and their place in the
community. At the sam e tim e. Phi Beta Sigma will strive to demonstrate brotherhood.
Scholarship, and Service.
Eric Powell
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The brothers of Phi Beta Sigma
take time for a picture.

Juan Bailey
Daron Bothwell
Eric Powell
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DELTA
ZETA
he so ro rity o f Delta Zeta w as founded in

T

O ctob er 1902 at Miam i University in Ohio.
The Lambda Gamma Chapter w as founded

here at Jacksonville State University in 1977. This years
philanthropy is the speech and hearing impaired. Delta

Zeta participates in many service projects such as a
road block to help retarded children, and they also
helped the deaf/blind children at the Equestrian Cen
ter. The sisters of Delta Zeta hosted a Halloween Party
and a formal for their social activities this year. Delta
Zeta also received two m erit awards for m em bership
growth and academ ics and an achievem ent award for
their new m em ber education program.
Amiee Cassell

Tanya Wilson and Stephanie Engler are all smiles for
the camera.
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Melissa Britt
Missy Burnett
Jennifer Burton
Julie Campbell
Wendy Daniel

Monica Fassina
Tawnya Gandy
Jaime Henderson
Cathy Hill
Wendi Holloway

Amanda Maxwell
Melissa Nugent
Kimberly Paone
Cara Pearson
Laura Robbins

Julie Searcy
Jennifer Styles
Covey Tillman
Jennifer Wells
Tanya Zopfi

Delta Zeta's show their excitment on Bid Day.

These Delta Zeta’s show how happy they are to see each other as they
enjoy the back to school mixer.
These ΔZ's are proud to show that Delta Zeta’s have a bond of friend
ship that will always remain.
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KAPPAALPHA

PSI
n January 5, 1911 Elder W.

te rs m ultip lie d , the Fra te rn ity began

D ig g s

K.

Guide Right, a national social out-reach

A rm stro n g jo in e d by eig ht

program three years after the first Alumni

O

and

B ry o n

black students formed Kappa Alpha Psi

chapter was formed.

Fraternity at Indiana University in Indiana.

Annually more than 1500 mem bers

The founders sought a form ula that would

are initiated into Kappa Alpha Psi by

im m ediately raise the sights of Black colle

active chapters located on more than

gians and stim ulate them to accom plish

270 college cam puses or by Alum ni

ments higher than they m ight have im ag

chapters arrayed in some 260 cities in

ined. Fashioning achievem ents as its pur

the United States and three foreign coun

pose, Kappa Alpha Psi began uniting col

tries. Under the them e. Training for Lead

lege men of culture, patriotism and honor

ership, Kappa Alpha Psi prom otes a style

in a bond of fraternity. Chapters spread in

of intellectual and aesthetic evaluation

succession to the University of Illinois, the

for m ore than 100,000 college men.

University of Iowa and W ilberforce Univer

Rooted in a genuine concern for human

sity campuses. By 1919, Kappa Alpha Psi

development, the Kappa Gestalt exhorts

a ctivity had generated serio us interest

its m em bers to stretch them selves in all

among Black college degree holders to

directions w hile holding fast to a sustain

form Alumni chapters. As graduate chap

ing principle of achievement.
Stedrick Carter
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Demetrius Campbell
Stedrick Carter
Shon Casey
Kelsey Commings

Lavagon Foster
Kevin Hoult
Vinson Houston
Salik Johnson

Harold Mason
Bruce McEntrye
Derrick Richardson
James Winfrey

The brothers of
Kappa Alpha Psi.
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PH I
MU
hi Mu w as founded at W esleyan C ollege in

P

Macon, Georgia in 1852. It is the second oldest
w om e n's fraternity in the United States.

Phi Mu

established a chapter at Jacksonville State University in 1970.

Last year on March 4, Found er's Day , they celebrated
twenty five strong years here at JSU.
Phi Mu believes in promoting inner strength in their women.
They pride them selves on their diversity, loyalty, and achieve
ments. Phi M u 's philanthropy is project HOPE which provides
health education and supplies to people overseas. Locally,
they help out with the C hild re n's Miracle Network and the
W essex House. They participate fully with the Panhellenic
Council and the Student G overnm ent Association. Phi Mu
here at Jacksonville State is proud to be going strong both
locally and nationally.
Emily Lee

Shelia Evans exclaims “I don’t know what happened, we
were supposed to win!,” as Phi Mu gets beat by the girls
soccer team 8-34.
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The sisters of Phi Mu show their unity as they gather for a group
picture during Bid Day.

These Phi Mu sisters show how much fun greek life
can be as they enjoy one of the many mixers they
attend.

Heather Adams
Meredith Busby
Cortni Colvin
Shannon Coppock
Chey Garrigan

Crystal Harbin
Kristen Higgins
Ashley Johnson
Audrey Marshall
Ashley Mitchell

Amy Needham
Pamela Robertson
Kelly Rogers
Lana Tapscott
Ivy West

The Phi Mu's goof off while anx
iously waiting for their new pledges.
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KAPPA

SIGMA

he Kappa Sigm a fraternity was founded in 1869

T

and has since grown to be one of the largest and

m ost well-known in the country. The JSU chapter.

Lambda Gam m a, began in 1971. The brothers stress diversi

fication which attracts m any new young members. Intram u

ral sports are im portant to the men of Kappa Sigm a, as are

the rest of the activities on campus. The brothers pull to

gether to make blood drives successful, they conduct fund

raisers, and they are very active in com m unity service.
Erin Key

These two couples were all
smiles for the camera at
this year’s Kappa Sigma
Formal.
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Jake Bentley
John Boyd
Price Derrick

Mark Freeman
Steve Hunt
Lance Jordan

Seth Murphy
Judson Rutland
Matthew Smith

It’s was a flashback to the 60's and the
disco era when Kappa Sig hosted the Disco
Days Mixer.

The brothers of Kappa Sigma.
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Sigma
Gamma
Rho

I

n their colors of royal blue and old gold, the sisters of Sigm a

Gamma Rho take pride in their organization.

The sorority was

founded nationally in 1922, and the chapter of Mu Xi w as started at

JSU in 1992. The girls have mixers, formals, and special retreats where

get to create new friendships. Fund-raisers are held to help organizations

such as UNICF, Afri-Care, March of Dimes, and Project Reassurance.

Sisters of Mu Xi work hard to make it a chapter bonded by friendship,

sisterhood, and strength.
Erin Key

134 Greeks

Christy Allison
Kelli Blount
Gretchen Chatman
Kisha Franklin

Enja Holland
Shalandra Millhouse
LaCrysta Teague

The sisters of Sigma Gamma Rho.
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TAU
KAPPA

EPSILON

au Kappa Epsilon fraternity w as established in
1899 at Illinois W esleyan University and has grown

T

ers is an experience that you will value for the rest of

plish many things. TKE has initiated over 30 members
at JSU in its first year on campus. Their philanthropy is
the Special Olympics. TKE helps to raise money for this
charity and participates with the Special Olym pics
each year.
JSU 's colony of TKE has a wealth of social events

that friendship is the basis of true brotherhood. Mem 
bership in TKE is a privilege and an opportunity that

your life. TKE stresses academ ics, but at the same
to become the largest international fraternity in tim e, we make a conscious effort to develop wellrounded men. We at the JSU colony of TKE take pride
the world with over 300 chapters and colonies in the
U.S. and Canada and more than 200,000 brothers in having a m em bership of men who show strong
leadership activities and who are academ ically and
have been initiated into the bond.
Tau Kappa Epsilon fraternity has only been on the socially oriented. These qualities are w hat gives Tau
cam pus of Jacksonville State University a little over a Kappa Epsilon such a rich tradition.
TKE is a group of individuals com m itted to the idea
year. In that one year, they have strove to accom 

throughout the year. Annual
parties such as the Trick-or-Teke,
Hairy Buffalo, Tiki Island, and Long
Island Teke are just a few of what
TKE enjoys. Our mixers offer an
opportunity to interact with so
rorities from JSU and women from
various organizations on campus.
The prim ary reason you have
come to college is to receive an
education. You will learn many
things while attending JSU. Learn
ing to live and interact with oth

Brothers of Tau Kappa Epsilon
have an “Around the World"
Mixer with the Jacksonville
State Fast Breakers.
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will be valuable throughout your college years and
beyond. TKE is the fraternity for life.
Russell Taylor

Brothers of Tau Kappa Epsilon enjoy a night on Panama
City Beach during Spring Break 1996. Pictured from
Left to Right: Leo Davidovich (President). Chad
Wheeler(Greek Advisor). Joshua Hardin, Rod Harris
(Social), and Mathew Shipp.

Brothers o f Tau Kappa Epsilon enjoy a night of broth
erhood. Pictured: Mathew Shipp. Kennest Meador.
Corey Morrow, Joshua Hardin. Jimmy Dunlap,Rod
Harris, Corey Clark. Bryan Swann. Mike Myers. Joey
Shirey. Chad Wheeler. Leo Davidovich. Jason
Willingham. Russell Taylor, and Scott Greene.

Corey Clark
Leo Davidovich
Jimmy Dunlap
Billy Green
Scott Green

Wes Griffith
Rod Harris
Chris Hefiner
Mark Monday
Mike Myers

Angel Narvaez
Matt Osbourne
Chris Proffitt
Joey Shirey
Roger Simmons

Brian Swann
Russell Taylor
Chad Wheeler
Jason Willingham
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ZETA
TAU

A LPH A

f you see babies and bunnies playing among white violets, you

I

have probably entered Zeta Tau Alpha territory. This sorority was

established at JSU in 1969 and has a reputation for friendliness

and high standards. Taking part in Adopt-a-M ile and volunteering
tim e at Big Oak Boys' Ranch shows strong com m unity service efforts
in the Zeta Psi chapter. Its philanthropy is "Association for Retarded
C itizens.”

Zeta Tau Alpha is a strong national sorority and has

received the National Merit Award, given to chapters based on
scholarship and cam pus leadership. The sisters take part in all sorts
of cam pus activities. Some are ballerinas, some are cheerleaders,
and some are active in various honor societies.

Erin Key

This Zeta and her Phi Mu friends pose
for a quick pic on Bid Day.
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The sisters of Zeta Tau Alpha pose for a
group picture on Bid Day '96.

Danielle Bardenwerper
Jennifer Barone
Valerie Beck
Amy Gentry
Jennifer Giovanni
Christa Smith
Traci Spray
Jessica Stoudenmire
Lori Stringer
Libby Taylor
Kellie Thomas
Beverly Willingham

Zeta's enjoy their
Spring Break in
Panama City.

Elizabeth Green and
fellow Zeta sister show
their excitement about
school starting back.
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OMEGA
PSI
PHI
he Theta Eta C h a p te r of O m ega Psi Phi fra te rn ity w as

T

fall of 1972 and has since achieved a great deal. Since the

cha p ter's beginning, it has remained socially, academ ically, and politi

cally conscious, by sponsoring many activities such as sickle cell testing,

AIDS awareness, voter registration, poetry readings tutorial sessions, and

step shows. The chapter sponsors the annual Miss Black Culture Scholar

ship Pageant and " Que W eek”, which consists of com m unity service

p rojects, Om ega hop show, spring barbecue, and Om ega Comedy

Review.

Am idst all of these activities, the brothers of Om ega Psi Phi

exem plify the cardinal principles of m anhood, scholarship, persever

ance, and uplift, which were formed when the fraternity was founded on

Novem ber 17,1911.
Amiee Cassell
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■

Cassanova Bristow
John Johnson
Keino Marbury
Reginald Quarles

Jamie Stockdale
Tryus Tuck
Christopher Webb

The brothers of Omega Psi Phi pose for a picture
with this year’s winner of the Miss Black Culture
Scholarship Pagent.
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"A N D T H E G R E E K S H A LL

Delta Zeta’s pose for a
picture at their Halloween
Bash.

As seen by the smile on
these girl's faces, they
know how to have fun.

These two members of Sigma Phi Epsi
lon show their true brotherhood.

Friendship is one of
the advantages of
Greek life here at
JSU.
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INHERITTHEEARTH

Formals are events held each
year by different fraternities.
These three couples pose for a
picture at this years Kappa
Sigma Formal.
These Delta Chi’s enjoy one of
the many mixers held by the
sororities and fraternities
during the year.

Goofing off is what these Zeta's do
best.
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144 Organizations

tudent involvement went beyond just the aca

S

demic setting. The newly formed Freshman
Forum allowed many first year students to get

involved and participate in many conferences and activities
that taught them the values of leadership.
Other organizations supported the campus as well as the
community and surrounding areas. The Student Govern
ment Association raised fund through Casino Night for new
welcome signs along the main highways entering the city
while the Student Organization for Deaf Awareness made
faculty members aware of closed caption films available in
the library.
JSU students realized that being a member of an organiza
tion meant more than socializing and changed shades to help
the campus as well as the surrounding areas.

O rganizations
ROTC rangers were just
one of many organizations
to participate in Parent’s
Day events. (Photo b y
D onny Cotten)
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THE MARCHING SOUTHERNERS
New uniform s arrived this year, along
inutes before the game a hush
com es over the crowd. Thun with some new percussion equipm ent and
dering drum s are heard in the other expensive instrum ents. " The band
has
been revita lized ," said Bodiford.
distance. A s the y com e closera nd
closer,
Mem bers agree with Bodiford. “The old
the crowd begins to stand, looking for
the first bright red and w hite jacket to turn uniform s were so hard to put on because
the corner. Cheers erupt and the South they were in about four different p ieces,"
erners, arguably the best college march sa ystrom bone player Meredith Morris. “The
ing band in the Southeast, uniform ly new jackets zip up and are in one piece.
Also, there deep red color is striking ."
march into the stadium.
The uniform s are only a part of the new
This is the scene at any JSU football
game at which the Southerners perform . excitem ent the Southerners have found
"I think the y're g re a t," sa ys Jason Riddle, this year. There are about thirty trom bon
a senior at JSU. ‘They really pump up the ists m arching in this years near 200 mem
ber band. “W e have a solid trom bone
crow d."
Chants of “BLOW SO UTHERNERS!" can section and Mr. Bodiford is very supportive
be heard throughout the bleachers at of u s," rem arks Morris. “The entire band
home gam es, and heard as often as the w orks hard each week to bring exciting
likes of “Go C ocks!" and popular cheers half-tim e shows to the fa ns."
“We are a very drum corp oriented
fo r the Gam ecock football team.
“This is one of the best bands, if not the band," says Bodiford . “That m eans our
best w e 've ever ha d," says Kenneth shows are very challenging to lea rn."
The Southerners practice together five
Bo d ifo rd , d ire c to r o f b ands a t JSU.
Bodiford continues by saying the band days per week fo r a total of nine hours. This
has a lot of excitem ent and sp irit, which does not include sectionals and individual
practice, or the many exhibitions at re
ignites the crowd at ball games.
Despite the excitem ent and success gional band com petitions.
“Tim e involved is the m ost challenging
the Southerners have enjoyed this year,
part
of being in the Southerners," says
recent years have not been as kind.
M
orris.
“W e work very hard on our march
"Before this year the band was falling off
ing
and
m usic." She also says it is worth
in num b ers,' says Bodiford. “W e had 15
every
m
inute
because of the team aspect
year old uniform s, with the old style ruffles
under the coat." Bodiford feels the worn and “common cause we sha re ."
out, outdated looks of the uniform made Hard work brings much praise and atten
the outward appearance of the South tion. “I always bring my video cam era to
erners less appealing to prospective tape the Southerners at ha lf-tim e," says
members.

M

JSU senior Carol Edwards. “I do it so I can
show my fam ily and friends who d o n 't get
to see them at gam es." She later added
with enthusiasm , “The band is a very posi
tive representation of Jacksonville State
University as a w hole."
W ith the return of the Troy State rivalry
came a "b a ttle of the bands," in which an
anonym ous fan rem arked, “We kicked
the ir b utts!"
Mr. Bodiford says his b a nd 's show is much
more difficult than the routine Tro y's band
perform ed, calling the foes a " high school
level band." Director and band mem bers
alike feel the Troy State half-tim e show was
one of the high points of the year.
“W e had so much energy. W e were so
prepped and ready," says Morris. “I feel
we d id n 't let ourselves dow n." The band
received a standing ovation from JSU fans
— and Troy State.
“We are a band w ith lots of sp irit and
excitem ent," says Bodiford. Bodiford and
M orris agree in saying, “Every m inute we
put into the Southerners is worth it."
Im provem ents and excitem ent are the
agenda for the Southerners as they con
tinue in a tradition of excellence.

Eric Gargus

Top:Ricky Holcomb. Chip McCullough,
Jason Percell, Jon Gilbert, Michelle
Pearson, Phillip Mackey, Jeremy
Smith. Bottom: Paul Kemp, Harry
Armstrong, Doug Roberts, Keith
LaBenne

Top: Marisa Sifuentes, Sherri Ander
son. Dana Chandler. Christy
Sullivan, Heather Kellum, Lashonda
Faulknor. Middle: Lori Owens, Kelly
Ormond, Allie Stuckey. Jennifer
Johnson, Bottom: Dee Zimmerman.
Trina Calloway

Top:Alan Collar, Adam Coker, Jer
emy Christopher, Cathy Hubbard,
Cary Johnson, Joel Brannon, Nathan
White, M att, Brandon Rogers,
Patrick Canon. Joel Schoendel,
Steven Beardon, Middle:Patrick
Rossell, Eric Bouchet, Gil Williams,
John Bingham, Bottom: Dustin
Moron, Preston Lane, Lori Addicks,
Tammy Cabler, Amanda McCoy,
Jennifer Klein. Gena Inglis, Heide
Mann. Kelly Walsh, Ladawn Ruffin,
Section Leaders: Bob Patton, Charlie
Isbeu
Top: Yula Hildmann, Ryan
Fitchpatrick, Ryan Livingston, J.T.
Spann, Bob Steelnack, Jason Kyle,
Bobby Ritter, John Jenkins, Colan
Hays

Top to Bottom: Alan Shaw,
AlanWright, Brian Kettle,
Greg Woods, Scott
Spurrhawk, Heather Spackin,
Gary Chumney, Vicki Wells,
Cathy McNaughtch, Traci
Jenkins

Top: Ethan Baker, Jaime
Frazier, Matt Malone, Lee
Mason, Brett Garrett, Jeff
Kent, Jay Baumgardner,
Benja Gump Row 2 : Mike
Gilley, Joe Fant, Ryan
Parker, Deno Giddens. Row 3:
Chis Fleck. Eddie Capps,
Thumboy Painter, Bob
McCary, Kevin Stanfill, Jay
Berkshire, David Kemp,
Jason Pack, Josh Garmony,
Bottom: Mehgan Penapento,
AllenRenolds, Willie Lyons,
Gary Lewis, Paul
England, Mike Ogletree, Mike
Cambell, Nicole Mulkey,
Shang Christian

Ray Duncan, Chad Hannah

Left to Right:: C. Todd Cox,
Scott Bonner, Andy Cox, Scott
Jones, Line Higdon, Jason
White, Chris Simpson, Dennis
Chandler

Top: Suzanne McCord, Jenni
fer McGraw, Rose Ledbetter.
Middle: Sara Woeste,
Marshelley McGhee, Heather
Ewing, Bottom: Jennifer
Paine, Shannon Haltwinger
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Top: Jennifer Johnson. Steven
Reed, Row 2: Natascha Avery,
Angellette Daigle, Teresa Hollis,
Mike Ormond, Row 3: Suzanne
Jabaley, Kellie Collins . Bot
tom: Emily Taylor, Mandy
Smith

Top: Cherri Lee, Lana Cearner,
Lori Praither, Tammy
Holloway, Nicole Wood. Bot
tom: Michael Morgan, Ryan
Russell, Chris Lindley, Bill
Gmyrck

Top: Brandi Bell, Jennifer
Justice, Jenifer Harrell, Mel
issa Mank, Julie Gaddis,
Amber Watkins, Brooke
Soloman. Amy Porter. Middle:
Stephanie Manous, Melissa
Mann, Terri BethReagan,
Suzanne McDonald, Tonya
Spillman, Mindy Scott. Bot
tom: Gretchen Ingram, Holly
Harrelson, Michelle Sullivan,
Lisa Camp, Kim McKinney

Top: Renee Galloway. Amanda Laughlin, Landie Rice,
Leigh Partain, Melanie Bottoms, Lynn Eaton, Tina
Lankford, Karshibia Lloyd, Julie Mueller, Heather
Stedham. Middle: Jana Williams, Nacole Scott, Amy
Small, Jessica Barker, Keena Everett, Rendi Johnson,
Amber Yawn, Betsy Arnold, Kim Johnson, Kim
Hampton, Dimonique Harris, Tameka Little, Bottom:
Hylan Bishop, Christa Smith, Kerrie Bentley, Tassy
Johnson

Top: Scott Jones, John Haliday, Matt, John, Jamie Humphreys,
Robert Crawford, Middle: Scott Camp, Thomas Bates, Andrea
Kline, Meredith Morris, Chris B a n n er, John Triplett, Jamie Allen,
Heath Kendrick, Bottom: Scott Camp, Buster Bolton, Joey, Josh
Bynum, John McLead, Jeff Harbison, Barney, Matt Scott, Thomas
Moore, Tony Inglis, Chad, Jamey, Anthony Lankford
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Engineering Club
Daniel Smith, Charles Swank, Bob
McPherson, John Schumann

Computer Science Club
Jean Bley, Chris Stanford, Danielle
Crusoe, Brenda Buist, Paula
Griffith, David Stephens, Valarie
McClellan, Lisa Holland, Lolita
Cornelius, Joelle Jaegar, Christy
Bryan, Yevonne Pearce, Jason
Turner, Mary Ann Slambrouck

Archaelogy Club
David Killebrew, Melissa Holstein,
Dr. Harry Holstein. Jennifer
Dorough, Dr. Phillips Koerper,
Jowairriyya Abdullah, Joe Shirey,
John Albright

Sociology Club
Hugh McCain. Andre Green, Penni
t Vogt, Krinson Minton, Verbelle
c
ro
P
a
v
y
S
,A
g
in
m
le
F

Writers Club
Susan Methvin, Tamara Miles.
James Simpson, Scott Hopkin,
David White, Mike Wilson, Steven
Skelton, Adam Corrado
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Leadership
Through
Involvement
he Student Government Association has The Executive Committee, made up of Presi
been serving Jacksonville State University dent Emily Hawk, First Vice President Matt
since it was started in 1946. Upon payment C ra nd o n, Second Vice Pre sid e nt Angel
of tuition at JSU every student automatically
Narvaez, Controller Ray Morris, and Director of
becomes a member of the SGA. There are 35 Publicity Eric McCulley, meets weekly in the
Senators and an Executive Committee with the SGA office. The SGA offers many leadership
common goal of improving the quality of opportunities for JSU students." We urge people
student life. Anyone can get involved in SGA to take advantage of these opportunities to
simply by going to the SGA office on the 4th get involved with SGA," says Hawk. "They can
floor of the Theron Montgomery Building and bring about positive change."
signing up for a committee. There are several
One of the many activities that the SGA
committees to get involved with such as the provides for JSU students are movies on Tues
Blood Drive Committee. Appropriations Com day night for $1.00, They schedule various
mittee, Cultural Affairs Committee, and Casino concerts, comedy clubs, J-Day, Parent's Day,
Night Committee.
Homecoming, Black History Month, Freshman
There are many other committees to be Forum, Welcome Week, and Coffee House.
come involved with. “By getting involved, not The SGA has also raised money for the com
only do you meet a lot of people, but you puter lab in the library and raised money for
contribute to the decision making process con more lighting on the Quad. The SGA's theme
cerning different activities and policies that for 95-96 is " Leadership Through Involvement."
affect you," says SGA President Emily Hawk.
All students should take advantage of the
The Student Government Association meets many activities the SGA provides and should
every week on Mondays at 6:00 p.m. in the become a Leader Through Involvement.
auditorium of the Theron Montgomery Building.

T

April Hubbard

SGA officers and members, listen to Dr. McGee speak at
a weekly meeting to discuss budget cuts.
SGA Officers: Controller-Ray
Morris, 1st Vice President-Matt
Crandon, President-Emily Hawk,
Director of Publicity-Eric
McCulley, Chief Justice-Blake
New, 2nd Vice President-Angel
Narvaez.(Photo b y D on n ey Cotten)

Senators: Kenneth Brown,
Aimee Brock, Heather Adams,
Julie Hedden, Allison Logsdon,
Natalie Walls, Gina Holcombe.
Brittney Bowling, Madia
Jarmon, Suzy Crandon, Kristi
Regner, Kelli Dobbs, Craig
Derrick, Steve Oliveras, Edrian
Sani, Bob Boyle, Njang Njie,
Bobby Sullins, Robbie Patti,
Matthew Wade, Jeff Atkins, Don
Killingsworth, Wes Brasher, Bill
Miller ( Photo b y D o n n e y Cotten)
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Society o f P ro fe ssio n a l Journalists

Top: Tori Goode. Dr. Robyn Eoff.
Chip Yarbrough, Tim Hanby,
Middle: Amy Ponder. Christy
Robinson. Hope Sims. Robert Ray,
Bottom: Mike Mote Vance Fleming.
Mia Martinez, Keith Tasker. Au
tumn Conaway
(Photo b y D o n n y Cotton)

left: 1995 National
SPJ Convention in
St. Paul. Minnosota.
Jamie Cole and
Robert Ray with SPJ
President Reggie
Stewart.
(Photo b y Dr. R obyn
Eoff)

right: Jamie Cole
accepting his
National award for
Beat Radio Spot
News Coverage on
Oct. 13, 1995. (Photo
b y Dr. R o b y n Eoff)

e 're a first am endm ent
o rg a n iza tio n ,"
says Dr.
Robyn Eoff, advisor for the
Jacksonville State University
of the Society of Professional Journal
ists. She says the primary goal in these
times of limited access for journalists
and increased advertising pressures is
"to protect the first amendment."
Setting principles and fundamen
tals for the field of journalism, promot
ing the idea of a free press, and main
taining and encouraging ethical stan
dards are the basic directives for the
society. SPJ's national organization
founded in 1909 as Sigma Delta Chi, is
open to anyone with an interest in

W
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journalism or communications. "Really;
anyone that reads a newspaper has an
interest in journalism," says Dr. Eoff.
Membership in such an organization is
chapter
more than an added line on your re
sume. According to Dr. Eoff, "It really
helps when you apply for jobs." Work
shops, conferences, lectures, newslet
ters, and both local and national projects
expose members to a broad spectrum
of journalism careers, ongoing advan
tages in the various communications
technologies, and direct contact with
media professionals,
Continuing education, the primary goal
of SPJ, encourages professional devel
opment and fosters ethics through vari

ous programs. The society hosts a
National Convention once a year where
professionals in the field speak and con
duct seminars on current issues facing
journalist today. These speakers have
experience at all levels of the field. Past
c onvention speakers include Jane
Pauley, NBC News; Garrison Keillor,
National Public Radio; Gene Roberts,
New York Times; Michael Gartner, former
NBC News P re sid e n t, and C a ro le
Simpson, ABC News.
From regional conventions to local
chapter meetings, SPJ provides oppor
tunities for both its professional and stu
dent members to gain knowledge from
shared personal experience. Dr. Eoff

Stan Knott of WBRC-6 in Birmingham informs students on the latest
takeovers in the media. (Photo b y D o n n y Cotton)

Shannon Stevens of Magic 96 in Birmingham speaks at an October SPJ
meeting about her career and the in and out of the communication
business. (Photo by Donny Cotton)

asserts “There's no better way to find out about
your career choice." She encourages students
to consistently work on their career by getting to
know people in the business, meeting other
communication majors, and learning from their
experience.
Career services and support are provided
through Q u ill , the Society of Professional Jour
nalists' national magazine;" Jobs-for-Journalists,"
a weekly newsletter listing positions before they
appear in classifieds; Sigma Delta Chi Awards,
honoring the best in journalism; and Mark of
Excellence Awards, recognizing outstanding
college journalists. Fellowships and internships
allow students to gain experience in the journal
ism profession.
All chapters of SPJ, professional and student,
are required to complete a Freedom of Informa
tion project that advocates ethics and respon
sibilities of journalists and promotes First Amend
ment rights.
Recent programs sponsored by the JSU chap
ter include pre-teen after school programs in
creating small newspapers in order to promote
thinking and speaking out at that level.
Diversity programs are also an area of interest
for the society. These communicate a practical
benefit to the journalism profession. A panel
looking at minority issues in the newsroom, one
of JSU-SPJ's projects, discussed various topics
such as hiring minorities, minority presentation in
the news, physically challenged in the news
room, and political correctness.
The Society of Professional Journalists' JSU
chapter was initiated in 1986 by a group of
students interested in a professional organiza
tion. Since its introduction, this chapter has
recieved multiple Regional Outstanding Chap
ter of the Year awards, the National Director's
Award for community involvement, and numer
ous Mark of Excellence Journalism Awards for
both print and broadcast and print.
Another JSU-SPJ success is former Gamecock,
James T. Cole. Cole was recognized as a Na
tional Outstanding Graduate of 1995. This ac
knowledgment is based on character, scholar
ship, and competence of the student. Nomina
tions for this award are submitted by the local
chapters.
JSU-SPJ hosts panels, seminars, and speakers
throughout the year. These meetings are open
to anyone interested and membership is not
required. Applications for membership are dis
persed in January. Everyone interested in being
a member of the Society of Professional Journal
ists can contact Dr. Robyn Eoff in the College of
Communication.
Cindy Stripling
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Opportunities
For
Growth
acksonville State University offers many religious organizations for students coming

J

from many religious backgrounds.

One of these is the Wesley Foundation.

The

Wesley Foundation is sponsored by the United Methodist Church, and has been on

campus for 50 years. The main purpose of this organization is to provide religious haven for
students while serving their community around them. The Foundation has weekly programs
such as Sunday worship at 7:00, Monday and Thursday Bible studies, and Tuesday lunch. On
the national level students attend National and Regional Methodist Meetings. The Wesley
Foundation has often been ranked as JSU's Club of the Year in the religious/service category.
The Foundation has many special projects, among them are tutoring for children, and they
participate in Hunger and Homelessness Week. This group also enjoys fun activities as well.
They go white water rafting, and hold bonfires after ballgames. The Wesley Foundation hopes
to offer Jacksonville State students opportunities for growth through their many activities for
years to come.

Wesley Foundation: Rev. Alan Head, Magaret
Cunningham, Mandy Collins, Sherry Jones, Craig
Smith, Mark Taylor, Michael Hobbs, Patrick Rogers,
Jorge Gonzalas, Don Swearengen
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Amiee Cassell

Members gather to Trick-or-Treat on
Halloween.
Helping kids is what this group does best!

Collegiate Music Educators
Tony Inglis. Laura Teems, Dr.
Victor Vallo, Vicki Wells, Cary
Pruitt

N.A.I.T.
Charrity Parris, Charlie Loveless,
Matt Phillips, Brandon Reeves,
Fred Williams

J.A.N.S.
Debbie Curry, Susan Diprima,
Sara Munson, Amanda Swader

Alpha Psi Omega
Allison Crawford, Mishis Edwards,
Kimberly Kinsey,Robert Vance,
Chris Colvard, Jason St. John,
George Mikell

WLJS
Phillip Morrison, Tim Hanby,
Robert Ray, Chip
Yarbrough,Allison Crawford,
Autumn Conaway, Laura
Catherine Russell, Hope Sims, Tori
Goode, Christy Robinson, Roger
Johnson, Tina Houston, Joshua
Newton, Michael Mote, Christopher
Waldrop, Keith Tasker Vance
Fleming, Tonnar Estingoy
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Danball
ehind W eatherly Hall, in a dim light spilling

B

over the rim o f Paul Snow Stadium , a group
if people are conspiring to subvert the

norm al tra d itio n :

w atching o ther people play

games. Th e y 're running around w ith oars, b a t
ting a rubber ball a t each other. This, in case you
were w ondering, is Danball.
" Danball is usually played in the da rk," says
J.A ., a Danball veteran.

" It's basically a stre e t

game. You have tw o guys in fro n t called fo re 
man and a guy in back w ho guards the goal. In
the m iddle is No M an's La n d ."

The players

suddenly begin scrim m aging - or D annaging? in dem onstration.

" You m ight say it's a cross

betw een hockey and te n n is," says J.A.
You m ight say th a t. You m ight say it's like polo
w ith o u t horses, grass, or light.

W ha te ve r it is, it

seems to alarm passersby. This is the sport your
m other w arned you a b out.

" You can read all

ab ou t it on th e In te rn e t," says J.A.
If you h a v e n 't been surfing the Net lately ex
planation is in order. Danball is a sport invented
in 1992 by a group of teenagers in Saks.

The

game was nam ed a fte r a man known as " D a n ,"
w ho delivered the pizza ordered the night of the
first game. Since the n, the founders of Danball

says Vicki W ells, a no the r player. " The main elem ent is fun. It

have launched an aggressive publicity cam paign

yo u're not having fun, your not doing it rig h t."

- including ads in the C ha nticleer and a site on

A fte r a visit to the W eb site, you may feel th a t the real sport

the In te rn e t's W orld W ide W eb - to prom ote their

is

sport. Users all over the country have accessed

Barnum proud. The W eb te xt boasts o f D a n b a ll's inception as

the W eb site, and team s have sprung up as far

a pivotal m om ent in hum an history. C o nsta n t references to the

away as Kent, W ashington. The game is simple:

“W orld Le a g u e " and " W orld Le a g u e " rules conjure up images

tw o team s o f three players try to hit a " D a n b a ll"

of w idespread unofficial Danball- as if som ew here a n th ro p o 

into the opposing te a m 's goal using " D ansticks."

logically challenged tribesm en were playing the game w ith a

A Danstick is any stick you bring to hit the Danball

severed head. Every paragraph o f the te xt is encrusted w ith

with. M ost experienced players use small wooden

the rhetoric of M anifest Destiny Danball, it says, is fa te d to

oars w rapped in d uc t ta p e ( " It keeps them from

becom e " the w o rld 's m ost popular sp o rt."

splintering ," says one player.)

D a nb a ll's publicity w ould do P.T.

The y've quite a way to go, tho ug h, before they com m and

Listening to th e players is fa r more interesting
than w atching the gam e itself.

Danball evangelism .

the crowds one sees a t a Jacksonville High school fo otb a ll

Like baseball,

game. It seems safe to say th a t Am erica will have to undergo

Danball is ninety percent talk: intellectuals sitting

serious social changes before tw e nty thousand people decide

around rhapsodizing on the deep philosophical

to fill a darkened stadium and w atc h six guys whack a ball

meanings of the game. " The essence o f D anb all"

around in the gloom . But they laughed a t A ber Doubleday too,

is a fa vo rite topic o f discussion. Th e re 's more to

d id n 't they?

it tha n just hitting the ball, " says player Stephen
Bearden,
" The essence of Danball is to o deep fo r m e,"
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Tim L o ck ette

Tim Lockette, Steven Bearden. Vicki Wells. Ben
Cunningham, Josh Brinham, Dennis, Catherine
MacNaughton (P h o to b y D o n n y C o t t e n )

Ben Cunningham. Steven Bearden, Josh Bingham, and
Catherine MacNaughton enjoy their weekly game of Danball.
(P h o to b y D o n n y C o t t e n )

Bottom left: Steven
Bearden. Catherine
MacNaughton. and
Ben Cunningham
are having fun in
the dark. (P h o to b y
D o n n y C o tten )

Steven Bearden
swings to win. (P h o to
b y D o n n y C o tten )
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Kaydettes
Allison Hodgins, Susan Cline.
Lenore Hagood, Captain Eagel,
Sara Keith, Kelli Parker, Kim
Ethridge (kneeling)

Alpha Phi Omega
Josh Padgham, Eric McCulley,
Marcella Fish, Leigh Higgins, Bob
Boyle, Diemara Swenson, Melanie
Black, Angel Narvaez, Karen
Ozley, Tori Goode

African American Association
Ken Brown, Shannon Roper,
Bridgette Robinson, Ava English,
Monique Carlisle, Tomeka
Robinson, Christy Allison, Pam
Thomasson, Erica Davis, Tina
Minor, Quintin Percentie, Anitra
Grant, Joseph White, Michael
Groce

History Club
Jennifer Dorough. Jowairriyya
Abdullah, Joe Shirey, John
Albright, Dr. Ted Childress, Dr.
Harvey Jackson, Michael
Stephens, Dr. Phillip Koerper,
Lamar Powell

Student Accounting Association
Jancy Steedley, Katy Forster,
Diana Hensley, Candice Fortune,
Dr. Dan Meyer, Ingeborg Molaison
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Reaching For
The S.T.A.R.S.
tud e nts Tog ethe r Are Reaching Suc

men are properly advised.

cess is a m inority m entoring program

peer advisors agree th a t if they had a peer

which is sponsored by the O ffice o f

advisor the ir freshm an year, they may not

Stu d e n t Developm ent. The STARS program

have made some of the mistakes they made

is designed to im prove the retention and

as freshm en. Also, many freshm en are very

academ ic progression o f m inority students.

re luc ta nt to get involved in cam pus a c tivi

S

The purpose o f the program is to pro 
vide support to m inority students in their
adjustm ent to cam pus life.

M ost o f the

ties and organizations.
The peer advisors invite th e ir group

Upper-class

m em bers to a tte nd organizational m eet

students serve as peer advisors to 100 first

ings, sporting events, and o ther out-of-class

tim e freshm an.

Each peer advisor has a

cam pus activities. Selected fa culty mem

m ultipurpose role o f friend, counselor, and

bers serve as m entors to the peer advisors

m otiva tor to approxim ately nine students.

and the new students. The m entors guide

Peer advisors help students locate cam pus

and direc t the stude nts as needed.

resources and cope w ith the pressures of

The peer advisors also coo rdinate some

cam pus life, as well as help them get in

o f the ir own activities such as a freshm an

volved in cam pus activities.

mixer, e d u c a tio n a l sem inars, a c u ltu ra l

The idea is " students helping stu d e n ts."
There are pitfalls in the freshm an year ex
perience which can be avoided if fre sh 

Raquel Bryant helps the S.T.A.R.S. mem
bers serve popcorn at Parent's Day this
year.
These S.T.A.R.S. peer advisors join to
gether for a training workshop this sum
mer.

awareness workshop, and com m unity ser
vice projects.
Raquel Bryant

S.T.A.R.S.
Ken Brown, George Harris, Tanicia Benns, Donald
Gover, Kewana Smith, Raquel Bryant, Christy Starks,
Latisa Stevenson, Anitra Grant
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Mask and Wig
Top: Laura
Russell, Tyler
Waldrop,
Scott Wheeler,
Joe Baker,
Robert Vance,
Gregory
Mikell, Shawn
Carder,
Patrick
Rogers, Jose
Alba. Middle:
Frank
Sonkey,Kimberly
Kinsoy,
Ashley
Pendley, Chris
Colvard,
Mishia
Edwards,
Jana Griffin,
Lesley Gray
Bottom:
Allison
Crawford,
Jason St.
John (Photo
b y D on n y
Cotten)

ame a spot on campus where your can coal furnace (that was stoked by the actors be
see something happen from any place tween acts). In 1948, a course in play production
on the globe, from any time period imagin was added to the English Department. A dramatics
able. From ancient Greece to the modem laboratory
age.
was included in 1950, making it possible
from delirious com edy to moving tragedy, all taking for students to earn credit for theatre work.
place live. In front of your very eyes. This is the
Within a short period of time, the popularity and
experience that is associated with one of the most the reputation of the Guild grew. As more students
ancient forms of art and expression. This is the and faculty got involved, the more elaborate the
theatre experience.
plays became. During this time, the Guild was
The drama departm ent on campus helps keep invited to perform a series of radio plays for WHMA.
this experience alive with the help of a group of
Performances were held a t varying places on
dedicated theatre students and enthusiasts known campus and in the community, such as Bibb Graves
as the Mask and Wig Guild. Their help with produc Hall, the Methodist Church, the high school audito
tions at the Ernest Stone Center for the Performing rium, and Leone Cole Auditorium upon its com ple
Arts is appreciated by theatre faculty and art pa tion. When these spaces were unavailable to the
trons alike. Not many people know about the Guild, students, rehearsals were held in the homes of sup
which Is ironic; if it w eren't for the efforts of Mask and portive faculty and in areas of Student Commons
Wig, there would probably be no theatre on cam  (now known as the Theron Montgomery Building).
pus.
In 1973, Carlton Ward, a professor with specialties
It all started in 1947, when a group of students in scene design and stage lighting, was brought in
interested in theatre approached Lawrence Miles, as one of the university's first "official" drama teach
an English professor and drama enthusiast, to ask ers; the previous teachers who taught theatre were
him for help In producing some plays. Miles sug primarily English teachers. With Ward's help, a the
gested that the students form an extracurricular club atre curriculum was created, and the theatre de
to attract others interested in theatre. The outcom e partm ent becam e official. After which, Wayne
was the formation of the Masque and Wig Guild.
Claeren was hired to help teach acting and theatre
The first play performed was Hart and Kaufman's history. It was in this time frame that the theatre had
"You C an't Take It With You" with money borrowed found its first real "home" on campus - the old Self
from the university to cover production costs. The Cafeteria. Although far from perfect, it was a great
play was done in an old recreation hall, with an old improvement over Cole Auditorium, supplying a

N
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m ore co n tro lle d atm osphere for students t o
perform.

After much deliberation, the Ernest Stone
Center for Performing Arts was built and dedi
cated In 1980. The JSU theatre had found its
new home. The Stone Center had a proper
stage, more than adequate shop space to
build sets, a costume shop, and a full-scale
lighting rig, there by making this one of the
premier student theatres in Alabama.
Since then, the plays at JSU have gotten
better and better. With more elaborate sets,
original scripts, and its yearly musical, the JSU
Drama Department has earned many distinc
tions in the community and in the state. Re
cently, the Drama Department has started a
dinner theatre, "Taste of the Town," that offers
quality entertainment with a quality meal.
All during this, the Masque and Wig Guild,
now called simply Mask and Wig, remains to
help promote theatre a t JSU, helping th e
drama fraternity, Alpha Psi Omega, w ith
student productions. With their dedication
and drive, Mask and Wig and the Dram a
Department add range and texture to the
culture of Jacksonville. They help keep the
local theatre experience alive.
Chris Colvard

Gregory Mikell, Jose
Elba, and Joe Baker
performing in "Romeo
and Juliet" at the
Ernest Stone Perform
ing Arts Center. (Photo
b y D o n n y Cotten)

Allison Graydon and Jessica
Geron performing in “The Cock
tail Hour" by A. R. Garney. (Photo
b y D o n n y Cotten)

Joe Baker, Tylor Waldrop, Jose
Elba, Justin Bingham, and Gre
gory
Mikell performing in the famous
Shakespearian play "Romeo and
Juliet.” (Photo b y D o n n y Cotten)
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Freshman Forum
Amy Mims, Michael Jackson, Tameka Hamilton, Brian Mount, Kimberly Paone, Joel Babcock, Brenna Beard,
Cory Clifton, Latondra Lewis, Amanda Laughlin, Kelly Floyd, Kristin Kra
ska, Josh Bearden, April Rotenberry

A Voice

I

For Freshmen

n 1995, the freshman of Jacksonville State Univer
sity gained a voice in governm ent as JSU and the
Student Governm ent Association witnessed the
reincarnation o f the Freshman Forum.
The Freshman Forum began in 1993 as a class
experim ent for tw o graduate students, Lori Coker
and Terry Casey. Since the forum only began as
class project, the forum disappeared after Coker
and Casey finished the year. In 1994, the m ajority
o f the officers o f the SGA were the same, but no
one showed any interest in continuing the forum,
and therefore it never received a chance to see
daylight during the 1994-1995 year.
Things changed when officers changed. An
gel Narvaez, the Second Vice-President o f the
SGA, had a soft spot for the forum and decided to
breath new life into the SGA by giving freshman
th a t opportunity to be a part of governm ent. To
Narvaez, the forum is m ore than just a good idea.
"It's really personal for m e," says Narvaez. "It m eant
a lot to me because that's how I g o t involved in the
SGA."
The Freshman Forum, which consists o f ap
proxim ately 16 members, is a group o f first year
students who are interested in getting involved on
cam pus and have potential to be student leaders.
The forum gives them the opportunity to be a part
o f the different activities on cam pus. M any fresh
man, when they com e to JSU, are clueless as to
w hat organizations and activities are available to
them . Now, through the forum, it's easier to be
com e involved. The forum members are taken to
dram a productions, leadership conferences, and
tours of such organizations as The C hanticleer and
WLJS.
Besides introducing freshm an to the vast
am ount o f activities available to students on cam 

162 Organizations

pus, the Freshman Forum, according to Narvaez, "is
also a w ay for freshman to have a greater voice.
M any of them a ren't here the semester previous to
when they started, therefore they can not run for
senator, and this often leaves them out o f the
whole SGA process... hopefully w e can give them
a greater voice."
It takes m ore than just a freshman classification
to be on the Freshman Forum. Interested members
fill out an application, listing their high school activi
ties and describing w hat they w ould like to accom 
plish as a part of the forum. Applicants have to
have the drive and willingness to be a part of the
school functions and speak out for all freshman.
Their tw o student advisors, Narvaez and Emily Hawk,
President of the SGA, introduce them to the work
ings o f the student body governm ent, giving them
a peek a t the process they m ay one day be a part
of.
W hat can be expected o f the current forum
members in tw o or three years? Naravaez, who
was a m em ber o f the original Freshman Forum, has
high expectations. "You never know, you m ay be
looking a t the next SGA President...hopefully they
w ill b e in le a d e rsh ip positions a ro u n d
cam pus...hopefully they can g et involved, then
m aybe they'll look back and see th a t Freshman
Forum Is where they got their start."
As the years progress and the SGA changes
guards, Narvaez believes that the Freshman Forum
will still be around, giving the students the voice
they all deserve.
"I see this as a long term investm ent th a t the
SGA can m ake. If you ca n g e t a good group of
freshman who are willing to continue being in
volved on cam pus... you can have a pretty good
pool of student leaders to choose from ."
Patrick Rogers

Tameka
Hamilton and
Latondra Lewis
help clean up
the park.
Josh Bearden
shows his
excitement
about the
forum's commu
nity service
project, cleaning
up a park.

Phi Eta Sigma
Chad Prince, Rufus Kinney,Amy
Ponder, Tak-Yuk Wong, Gigi
Nail, Tori Goode

Phi Alpha Theta
Joe Shirey, Jennifer Dorough,
Jowairriyya Abdullah, michael
Stephens, Dr. Phillip Koerper,
Dr. Ted Childress, Dr. Harvey
Jackson, John Albright

Sigma Tau Delta
Jennifer Schofield, Gena
Holcombe, Harriet Buck, Gloria
Horton, Melanie Black, Jeff
Wagnon, Bill Oberholtzer, Kristi
Miller

Math Club
Dr. Fred kelly, Joelle Jaeger,
Jason Turner, Dr. Steve White,
Dee Dee Witzberger, Yevonne
Pearce, Sarah Triplett

Council For Exceptional Chil
dren
April Tucker, yasuko Kobayashi,
Andrea Weems, Stacey
McCurrey, Danielle Thrasher,
Amy Gentry, Alisha Rogers, Todd
Reed, Carmelita Robertson,
Kesha Butler Ann Shelton,
Blanche Colley. Daphne
Morrison, Angela Dye, Mark
Phillips
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s the first kickoff of football season sailed
A
through the air at Paul Snow Stadium, Jax
State athletic teams entered a new era o f com
petition. The constraints of the two year compliance period,
required for Division I-AA competition, no longer existed.
The football team finished their season 7-4-0 while at the
same time renewing the rival with Troy State that once
existed. The new baseball field, constructed because a
requirement for the division move, gave Coach Abbot and
his players a new field to call home, while giving the softball
team a field to call their own.
The move up to Division I-AA also brought new athletic
teams to Jacksonville State such as a soccer team and a
women’s golf team and also cross country teams.
The move to Division I-AA changed the shades of JSU
athletics, but the athletes and coaches were not intimidated
by the change in the competition.

athletics
changing
Changing shades
Baseball games were
played on the new
field located next to
the colisium.(Photo by
D onny Cotten)
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Bill Burgess - JSU Head Football
Coach (Photo by Ed Hill)

THE HISTORY OF BILL BURGESS

1995

YEAR
1994
1993
1992 National Champs)
1991 NCAA Runner-up)
1990 NCAA Quarterflnalist)
1989 NCAA Runner-up)
1988(NCAA Quarterflnalist)
1987
1986

RECORD

7-4-0

43-7-0

7-0

12- 1- 1*
12-1-0 *
9-3-0
13-1-0*

10- 2 - 0 *
55-4-1

4-1

83-40-1
TOTAL
*Gulf South Conference Champions
t was 3:30 p.m. on December 12,
1992 and he was pacing the sideline
of Braly Stadium in Florence, Alabama.
It was the Division II title game and his
team led 17-13. The scoreboard clock
showed 29 seconds and Pittsburgh State,
the defending champion, faced a 4thand-six on the 22-yard-line.
He would never get another shot at the
elusive title. There would be no more
second chances, no more one more
shots. In 29 seconds, he would no longer
be a Division II head coach and Jack
sonville football would be forever parted
from Division II competition as the Game
cocks entered a two-year compliance
period en route to reclassification to Di
vision l-AA.
Then Eric King stepped in front of Shane
Klinge and swatted down Pittsburgh
State's desperation pass in the end zone.
The championship victory was preserved
and his place in history was secured.
And then a huge smile began to emerge
across the face of Gamecock coach Bill
Burgess. “If it’s all right with you," he told
the media after the game, " I'm not go
ing to talk about moving up. Right now,
I could care less."
Burgess couldn't be faulted for sitting
back and enjoying the moment. After

I
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becoming head coach in 1985, Jack ship was a long way from the 24-24 tie
sonville had struggled to 13 wins in in Burgess' first game as a college
Burgess' first three seasons. Then
head c o a c h, a g a in st
came four straight trips to the
A & M in 1985. He brought
"You've got
Division II playoffs which included
some impressive creden
to want to
losses in the championship game
tials to Jacksonville when
play fo r the
in 1989 and 1991.
he succeeded Joe Hollis
national
On that day. though, Bill Bur
as
head coach that year.
champion
ship."
gess took a backseat to no one.
In 13 seasons as head
He was the coach of the best
coach at Oxford High
team in the land. “No. 2 ain't
School, he guided the
bad, and we know how that feels," Yellow Jackets to eight playoff ap
Burgess told reporters. "You've got to pearances and compiled a record of
want to play for the national champi 107-41-3 along the way.
onship. It's the ultimate." The win
He admits he w asn't sure whether
w asn't just for Burgess. It was for the he wanted to be a college coach
Gamecocks; all of them past, present, and didn't expect to stay more than
and future. " It's a great day for play ten years when he accepted the job.
ers, coaches, and Jacksonville State Still, there he is nearly every Saturday
University. This is what it's all about.”
evening for three months of the year,
The Division II National Champion arms folded, unsmiling, missing noth-

Coach Bill Burgess prepares the Gamecocks
during practice. (Photo by Donny Cotten)
ing and remembering everything.
Burgess whose 83 wins place him sec
ond behind Don Sails on the all-time
list, needs just 14 more to become
Jacksonville's winningest coach.
“If I had to do it all over again, I'd do
the exact same things, make the same
choices and decisions. I really would."
That includes, he says, the step up in
classification to Division l-AA. The
mandatory two-year compliance pe
riod has had the Gamecocks travel to
Montana and Iowa - “places I didn't
think you could get to from Jackson
ville, Alabama," as Burgess likes to put
it - and bring teams like Knoxville Col
lege and Fort Valley State to Paul Snow
Stadium.
“It was difficult to make the move.

and it was kind of frustrating at times," any level."
Burgess says. “The timing for these
“I know people get tired of hearing
kind of things is never really any good. it, but we are going to continue to do
We were coming off winning the na the things that win ball games for us,"
tional championship and those young he says nearly every week. “We are
men couldn't defend that title."
going to do the thing that we do best,
Burgess notes, rather pointedly, that a little better than we did last week."
the decision to move up wasn't made
Burgess likes to tell the story about
by the athletic department. It was Samford head coach Pete Hurt, who
made by the administration and the was asked before the Bulldogs played
board of trustees with input from the Jacksonville earlier this season whether
alumni. “But we aren't complaining," he had seen any film on the Game
he quickly adds. “The university gave cocks yet. “No, but it doesn't matter
us all the tools we needed to make the because they aren't going to do any
move, including the additional schol thing we haven't seen before," Hurt
arship funds. So it's my job to get out responded.
Burgess' penchant for keeping things
and get it done."
It didn't necessarily make the move simple can be traced back to Herbert
any easier, though. The Gamecocks Hanes, whom Burgess played for at
went from contending for a national Jones Valley High School in Birming
championship to a type of no-man's ham. Hanes taught Burgess to rely on
land, where Jacksonville not only execution to win ball games and Bur
wasn't in a conference but wasn't I- gess echoes that when he talks about
AA or Division II. Had Jacksonville “stance, alignment and technique."
been good enough to make the play
George “Shorty" White gave Bur
offs, as the Gamecocks had been for gess his first job as an assistant, at
five seasons prior to the move, no Banks High School and Burgess says
invitation would have been extended. he learned "everything he needed to
Burgess suffered his second and third know about organization" from White.
losing seasons as JSU head coach and Burgess played linebacker and full
questions began to surface about back for Shug Jordan at Auburn and
whether he would return when the the legendary Tiger coach taught him
Gamecocks completed the move up how to handle people.
in classification. But since the Game
That's a lesson Burgess appears to
cocks opened the season with five have taken to heart. His straight-shoot
straight wins and entered the
ing, tell-it-like it-is approach
final four weeks of the season
has earned the respect of
with a reasonable shot at the Ithe media and fans alike.
“This is
Burgess is always quick to
AA playoffs, such talk has sub
the only
sided.
credit his assistants and the
sport
players after a win and ac
Burgess says he never put
w h ere
cept the blame himself af
any kind of timetable on how
contact is
fa st Ja ckso nville should
ter a loss.
legal.
achieve success. “I'm not a
“We simply didn't make
real smart guy and I've never
the plays that we need to
been any good at that sort of
make to win ball games and
thing," he says. “We wanted to win that's my fault. These kids played their
our first year (of the two-year compli hearts out but I didn't do a good job
ance period) and we didn't. We preparing them ," he will often say af
wanted to win in our second and we ter a defeat.
didn't. We didn't feel like we were
“This is the only sport where contact
that far away from being a good I-AA is legal. And that makes it possible for
team when we made the jump, so it any given team to win on any given
wasn't like we were new staff coming day."
in to rebuild a program."
Scott Stansell
The methods that brought Burgess
success as a Division II coach are the
ones he's using to bring the Game
cocks a championship at Division IAA. Jacksonville still employs a runoriented, option attack, simply be
cause Burgess believes “it can win at
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A n Inaugural
ootball, the ultimate sport. Players,
spectators, and fans come together
as one throughout the autumn sea
son. As the participants undergo intense
preparation and practice, there is a look
of determination plastered on every face;
and a persistent voice yelling “WIN! WIN!
WIN!" traveling through every mind.
The Jacksonville State University Game
cocks. truly made their mark for the Fall
1995 season. Finishing out the year with an
impressive 7-4-0 record. Many people
may wonder, "What is the actual driving
force behind this team."
Many people would like to say that it is
the head coach, Bill Burgess. He feels that
there is a degree of leadership in his posi
tion, but he also believes that it is a team
effort. "Yes, as a coach you must main
tain a completely positive attitude. You
got to let the team know to play hard in
any game against any opponent. And if
we win, great, if we lose, we will know that
we still did our best out there."
The team players seem to be in sync with
Burgess. Lewis Battle, wide receiver for the
Gamecocks, says that the morale through
out the team is good, and he believes
they play well. However, much dedica
tion, practice and sacrifice goes into be
Above: JeDarius Isaac(7). who passed for 396
ing a team member. He replies, "You get
vds.in the season launches a pass, as John
used to not having much of a social life;
Ingram(60) holds off W. Illinois. (Photo by Roger
but playing college football is the best."
It seems that the pressures of playing
such a competitive sport is equally distrib
uted. Everyone has a specific task to
tackle. Yet, several people think that the
quarterback carries the biggest load on a
football team. Gamecock quarterback,
JeDarius Isaac, says that he may be asked
to answer for a certain play in a game. He
said, "As a quarterback, sometimes when
you win, you get the credit. When you
lose, you're considered to be the sorriest
quarterback on this side of the earth."
All the team players say their status as a
team iswithin good standing. Even though
they didn't make the playoffs with their
inaugural season into Division IAA, the
Gamecocks intimidated many a football
team. Jason Reynolds, running back for
the Gamecocks, expressed, "We don’t
feel intimidated, we feel like we intimidate
them.”
The Gamecocks had an overall idea
that this would be another good season
for them. They played hard, and consis
tently practiced. Consistency is also an
expression that is referred to by the play-

F
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Below: Lewis Battle(4) hands off to Amel Jackson(20).
who rushed for 657 yds in the season, as Derrick
Owens(68), John Ingram(60), and Joel Ingram(67).
hold off W. Illinois. (Ph oto by R oger LuA llen)

Season In IAA
ers. They argue that anyone who is a
"college football hopeful' be very consis
tent in their academic skills. Burgess ex
plained, "Academics is a must. It's good
to be a great player, but the first thing
scouts look at in choosing a player is their
academic scores."
Presently, any high school football player
who has intentions of playing college foot
ball must have completed 13 completed
courses in core curriculum and score at
least a 17 on the ACT. In addition to this,
the GPA of a college football player has
increased from 2.0 to 2.5. One may ac
knowledge that an active player of such
a sport must not only be in good physical
condition, but also in good mental condi
tion as well.
As with any college football participant,
every Gamecock football player's dream
is to play professionally. Many of the play
ers comment that it's a dream that should
be in every player's mind. The JSU Game
cocks have certainly proven their feelings
concerning that dream this season. Hope
fully in the coming years, by continuing
that hard work, all their dreams will come
true. And just hopefully Bill Burgess will
bring home yet another National Title for
JSU.
Kim Jackson

Lewis Battle(4), who rushed for 247 yds. & received for 207 yds digs in against W.
Illinois as John Whiddon(56) and John Ingram(60)block. (Photo b y R oger LuAllen)

RECORD
TEAM STATISTICS
FIRST DOWNS ---------------- —

JSU

181
Rushing---------------— 140
Passing
24
Penalty --------------- — 17
RUSHING YARDAGE----------- - 2653
Rushing Attempts — — 601
Average Per Rush---4.4
Average Per Game
241
Touchdowns Rushing -----21
PASSING YARDAGE ----------- 790
Att-Comp-Int------ 132-53-6
Average Per Pass---- — 14.9
Average Per Game — ----- 72
Touchdowns Passing ------ 6
TOTAL OFFENSE --------------3443
733
Total Plays -----------Average Per Play----- --- 4.7
Average Per Game---- 313.0
RETURN YARDS ------------- — 986
FUMBLES-LOST --------------27-11
PENALTIES-YARDS ----------■73-627

OPP

181
95
75
11
1932
434
4.5
176
17
1766
304-141-17
12.5
161
15
3698
738
5.0
336.2
1355
22-16
72-626

WON - 7

FOOTBALL
SCOREBOARD

LOST - 4

JSU

TIED - 0

16
25
28

”W e d o n ’t
f e e l in t im i
d a te d . w e
f e e l lik e w e
in t im i d a t e
th e m .”

Jason Reynolds
H a lfb a c k

21

56
15
35
7
6

32
14

Opp
Sam Houston St.
West Georgia
UAB
N.C. A&T
Knoxville
W. Kentucky
Samford
Troy State
Arkansas St.
W. Illinois
S.W. Missouri St.

13
22

26
10
6

17
14
35
37
27
49
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Linebacker Juan Bailey(3),
who had a sack , an inter
ception, and a combined
total of 85 tackles on the
season, makes a key stop
here against Western Illi
nois RB Brian Knuckles(21).
(Photo b y E d Hill)

Gabe Walton(13). who had
had 3 touchdowns and 55
carries for 287 yards on the
season, looks for running
against Knoxville College.
(Photo b y Ed Hill)

(Opposite page) Montressa Kirby(17), who
threw (48-24-0) for 3 touchdowns and 368
yards, and also rushed the ball for 269 yards
and 1 touchdown looked for an open receiver
against North Carolina A&T. (Photo b y E d Hill)
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A

bove a n d

B eyond

the

C all

Senior John Ingram
Arab, Alabama

M

any of the student athletes in today's

List five times. He is also a m em ber of Omicron Delta

college sports find very little time in their

Kappa Honor Society.

day to day routine to excel in athletics

Ingram, one of eight seniors on the G am ecock

as well as academics, but JSU's offensive football
lineman,team has been through the ups and downs

John Ingram, has done just that. He earned JSU of the change to the Division I ranks. Ingram played
$25,000 in scholarship money for his outstanding

in 41 consecutive games before suffering a severe

perform ance on and oft the field. He was selected

knee injury during JSU's loss to Western Kentucky.

as a Scholar Athlete by a panel of experts from the

He also earned a championship ring as a mem ber

College Hall of Fame, the National Football Foun

of the 1992 Division II National Championship Team.

dation and Burger King.
Holding a 3.47 GPA as a social science major, he
has m ade the President's List tw ice and the Dean's

John Ingram(60)
helped open up the
Gamecoek offense
against UAB leading
JSU to a 28-26 vic
tory. (Photo b y Ed Hill)
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Congratulations to a player who is willing to go
above and beyond the call of duty as a G am e
cock

R u sse ll Lee Taylor

Gam ecocks

on

the

Go

G ab e W alto n (1 3 ).
who averaged 5.2
yards a carry and had
a total of 287 yards
on the season, cuts
up field against Knox
ville College helping
lead the Gamecocks
to victory. (P h o t o b y
E d H ill)

The “Fighting Game
co ck s”
practice
blocking techniques
to prepare them for
the season ahead.
(P h o t o b y E d H ill)
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up a loose football and carried it to the
Bearkat 24 and dropped it, whereupon it
was scooped up by a trailing Eurosius
Parker who was tackled at once.
That set up the game-winning field goal
by Lee Sutherland, a 28-yarder that was
his third of the evening. He had kicks of 23
and 29 yards earlier in the game.
The Bearkats ran just three plays on their
last possession of the game. The first two
went for no gain and the last, a pass
attempt, was picked off by Teon Knox to
seal the win.

JSU
JSU
Sam Houston St.

16
13

he Gamecocks opened up their season
as a Division l-AA team , paying
backthe Bearkats for defeating them a
year ago.
JeDarius Isaac started the game at quar
terback and completed 5-of-9 passes for 51
yards. Montressa Kirby backed up Isaac at
quarterback and completed 2-of 4 passes
for 14 yards.
Sophomore Amel Jackson and the Game
cock defense provided the big plays for JSU.
Jackson, a halfback last season, moved to
fullback for the season opener. He gave the
Gamecocks their first lead of the second half
in the third quarter when he plowed into the
endzone for a nine-yard-touchdown.
Jackson led the Gamecocks with 120 yards
on 20 carries and his longest run of the night
was for 26 yards.
On the touchdown run in the third, Jackson
wasn't sure he had crossed the goal line
before his knee touched the ground. "John
(Ingram) made a down block and I had to
get around him. Out of the comer my eye I
saw a great big orange jersey and I felt
somebody on my back," Jackson said.
He was well aware of how important the
touchdown was. "I was determined to get in
the end zone," he said. “The game was real
tight and I knew if I didn't score, it would
come down to the last seconds, like last
year."
With Jackson's touchdown run it put the
Gamecocks up 13-10. The Bearkats came
back to tie the game with a field goal two
minutes later and that's where the score
stood until the six-minute mark in the fourth
quarter.
Warren Blair of Sam Houston State picked

T
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W e s t G e o r g ia

25
22

pening up their first home game,
the Gamecocks had to duke it
out against West Georgia to hold
on to the victory. Despite scoring 19
points in the first quarter, the Game
cocks had to hold o ff a late W est Geor
gia rally, and the issue remained in doubt
until Teon Knox intercepted W est Geor
gia quarterback Mark Eldred with 4:26
le ft to give Jacksonville a first down at
the W est Georgia 46.
The Gamecocks then ran eight straight
running plays to kill the clock and pre
serve the victory.
The Gamecocks rolled up 236 yards of
total offense in the first quarter alone on
ju st 20 snaps. They also lit up the
scoreboard for 19 points and held W est
Georgia out o f the end zone.
The highlight o f the quarter was the
Gamecocks' first touchdown. Q uarter
back JeDarius Isaac ran from the W est
Georgia four to the two but he fum bled
the ball into the end zone where right
guard Jason Hass fell on it fo r the touch
down. "It was unbelievable. I've never
scored anything in my life ," Hass said of
his first touchdown. "Being an offensive
lineman you d o n 't touch the ball m uch."
On the last play o f the quarter,
Montressa Kirby hooked up w ith half
back Jason Reynolds on 69-yard touch
down pass th a t put the Gamecocks out
in front, 19-0. Lee Sutherland tacked on
the extra point.
W est Georgia slowly began to crawl
back into the game and the Braves held
Jacksonville w ithout a score until the third
quarter. Sutherland kicked a 43-yard
field goal making it 22-7.
The Braves final threat was ended at
mid-field by Knox's interception.

O

Anton Whitt, who averaged 7 yds. a carrie
for 327 yds. on the season looks for a
hole against W. Illinois. (Photo by Donny
Cotten)

UAB JSU
UAB

28

26

he G am ecocks cam e roaring
back from a 17-0 halftim e defi
c it and scored 25 fo u rth q ua rter
points to dum p the UAB Blazers 28in fro n t 14,127 fans.
But it took a huge defensive e ffo rt
by Eurious Parker to seal the victory
late in the gam e.
U A B's Keith Roland d a rted into the
end zone to pull the Blazers to w ithin
tw o, 28-26, b ut Parker knocked away
Rodney H ud son's pass to Ron Sigler
on the tw o-point conversion attem pt
w ith te n seconds le ft on the clock.
“You will no t be a t anyone com 
m itting six turnovers in a gam e," UAB
head coach W atson Brow n said.
Brown, w ho is still looking fo r his first
victory as UAB head coach, had
troub le concealing his em otions a f
te r the gam e. "In my 23 years o f
coaching, I have never been around
a loss th a t hurt me so bad," he said.
O ne o f those turnovers cam e w ith
3:56 le ft in the gam e w ith UAB lead
ing 20-13. The G am ecocks forced a
fu m b le fro m q u a rte rb a c k Kevin
Drake and the ball squirted loose.

T

rolling all the way to the Blazer twoyard line.
Amel Jackson, whose 84 yards led
the Gamecock ground attack, went
into the endzone to cut the lead 2019. Jacksonville elected to go for
th e tw o - p o in t c o n v e rsio n a n d
J e D a riu s
Isa a c
fo u n d
Rick
Schom berg in the end zone to put
the Gamecocks ahead 21-20.
UAB dom inated the first half, hold
ing the Gamecocks scoreless and
allowing JSU just five first downs.

JSU

21

N.C. A & T

10

fo r the first tim e in four fo otb all
games, the Gamecocks didn't
have to pull o ff a last-second
comeback to win.
Riley Reynolds set the tone on the
game's first snap, picking up a fumble
and rambling 31 yards for a touch
down, and the Gamecocks never
looked back.
Jacksonville scored a 21-10 victory
over North Carolina A&T in front of
8,468 fans on a chilly Saturday night at
Paul Snow Stadium.
Reynolds blasted through the line
and scooped up Milton Shaw's fumble
and outran the A&T defenders for the
touchdown. Lee Sutherland tacked
on the extra point as the Gamecocks
led 7-0 with 15 seconds left on the
clock.
“W asn't that a great way to start the
game,” head coach Bill Burgess said.
The Gamecocks would never sur
render the lead for the remainder of
the game and the Jacksonville de
fense never stopped coming up with
big hits.
As the game wound down, strong
safety Eric Mims drew a bead on an
A&T receiver who had his head turned

and nailed him along the sideline. The
receiver stayed on his back for several
moments being helped to his feet.
Still, it w asn't until Gabe Walton scored
on a one-yard plunge with 1:30 left in the
fourth quarter that Jacksonville put the
Aggies away.
“A&T deserves a lot of credit. They
refused to be taken out of the game,"
Burgess said.
The win improved the Gamecocks to
4-0 this season and Jacksonville was still
undefeated at the Division l-AA level.
“It feels great to be 4-0," Burgess said.
“They (the players) deserved to win ev
ery game because they play so hard.”
Burgess also c ite d th e play o f
Jacksonville's tw o freshman quarter
backs, JeDarius Issac and Montressa
Kirby, both of whom struggled at times
against the Aggies.
“Their leadership is real good for fresh
m an,” Burgess said. “They are two fine
quarterbacks and they are improving
each week.”
Lewis Battle returned an A&T punt for
64 yards to the Aggie 22 with just over six
minutes left in the opening period. Anton
carried for eight yards to the 14, Jason
Reynolds pushed the ball to the 7, Amel
Jackson capped the drive with a sevenyard touchdown run.
Sutherland's extra point made it 14-0

with 4:47 left.
A&T narrowed the lead to 14-7 on
Maseo Bolin's three-yard strike to Carlos
Baldwin with 1:16 left in the first half.
Luther Leak kicked the extra point.
Leak added a 23-yard field goal a
minute-and-a-half into the fourth quar
ter.
Jacksonville rolled up 346 yards on the
ground and 13 threw the air, all on three
catches by Whitt, who also carried six
times for 71 yards.
W ill Roe

Paul Snow Stadium lies vacant
awaiting next year’s fall football
season, where the Gamecocks are
expected to dominate. (Photo b y
D o n n y Cotten)
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JSU
Knoxville

56
6

he Gamecocks scored early and
often to roll past Knoxville College
56-6 in front of 13,983 fans at Paul
Snow Stadium on Parents Day.
It was Jacksonville's fifth straight vic
tory this season and gave the Game
cocks a much needed boost of momen
tum as they prepared for a four game
road trip.
" If we are where we are supposed to
be, we are supposed to dominate Knox
ville College and that's what we did,"
Jacksonville Head Coach Bill Burgess said.
The impressive offensive showing, Jack
sonville rolled up a season-high 582 yards
of total offense and 451 yards on the
ground-hit home with the voters in the
Division l-AA poll.
Jacksonville, previously the only unde
feated team unranked, made its first
appearance at No. 25.
The Gamecocks sparked an offense
by a pair of players at relatively new
positions.
Lewis Battle, a transfer from Auburn
who has played quarterback and run
ning back, seems to have found a home
at wide receiver. Battle gathered in a
pass from JeDarius Issac and streaked
down the sideline untouched for a 65yard touchdown on the game's second
play from scrimmage.
On the second play of the second half,
Issac and Battle experience deja vu,
with the pair hooking up for a 43-yard
score.
Battle, moved to wide receiver after
Brian Grier broke his hand, said, " It felt
good to be able to run down the side

T
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lines with everyone be
hind me."
Burgess expressed his
pleasure with Battles' per
formance at the position.
"We like Lewis at wide re
ceiver. He and Patrick
(Plott) compliment each
other at that position."
Dem etrick Thomas,
moved to offense from
the defensive secondary
d uring
tw o-a-days,
paced the Gamecocks'
ground attack with 130 ___________
yards on just seven car
ries. His average was over 18 yards per
rush.
Thomas also scored a pair of sec
ond-half-touchdowns, a three-yard
run with 49 seconds left in the third
quarter and a 58-yard gallop with 5:32
left in the game.
He refused to take all the credit for
his performance, though. " I wouldn't
give all the credit to me," he said.
"There were 10 other players out there,
to o ."
Ignited by Battles' touchdown re
ception, Jacksonville went in at half
time leading 28-0. The Gamecock
defense had not allowed Knoxville
past midfield in the first half and held
the Bulldogs to a touchdown pass in
the third quarter.

Demetrick Thomas(34) is pushed out of bounds
here by Knoxville. (Photo by Ed Hill)

completed two of 11 passes for 6 yards.
Jacksonville lost one fumble and was
intercepted once.
The Gamecocks were also beset by
injuries, losing two offensive lineman dur
ing the game. Derick Owens went out
with an elbow injury.
The more serious injury was to senior
offensive guard John Ingram, who had
started 41 straight games. In the first quar
ter, Ingram went down with a Grade 3
ligament tear in his left knee. Ingram
missed the rest of the season.
It was the third year in a row the
Hilltoppers had beaten JSU and the sec
ond straight game in which the deficit
was two points.
Western Kentucky took an early 7-0
lead on a 16-yard run by quarterback
Willie Taggart that capped a four-play,
53-yard drive. Brad Mulligan kicked the
extra point with 13:24 left in the first quar
ter.
W . K e n tu c k y
Jacksonville struck back, going 66 yards
estern Kentucky handed the in six plays. Amel Jackson, who led the
Gamecocks their first loss as Gamecocks with 68 yards on 13 carries,
a Division l-AA team as the carried fo r the 13-yard score. Lee
Hilltoppers took a 17-15 victory.Sutherland's extra point sailed wide right,
The loss snapped JSU's five game leaving the Hilltoppers with a 7-6 lead.
Mulligan put Western Kentucky up 10winning streak and the Gamecocks
No. 25 ranking in the Division l-AA poll, 7 with a 25-yard field goal and Tagart
tossed a 17-yard touchdown to Joey
dropped out of the rankings.
The Hilltoppers went up 17-6 by half Stockton to give the Hilltoppers a 17-6
time and head coach Bill Burgess was halftime lead.
Led by Sydney Tyus, who recorded a
rather blunt about the Gamecocks'
performance. "Western Kentucky ba career-best 18 tackles, the Gamecock
sically just lined up and whipped us," defense held Western Kentucky score
he said. " No its, ands, or buts and no less in the second half, but Jacksonville
excuses. They lined up and whipped could only close the gap to two points.
Sutherland kicked a 29-yard field goal
us. They knocked us backwards so we
and Gabe Walton scored on a threehave further to go this week."
Western Kentucky outgained the yard run with 8:36 left in the game.
Gamecocks, 378 to 194. Jacksonville JeDarius Issac could not complete the
had just 188 yards on the ground and tw o -p o in t c onversion, leaving th e

JSU

W

15
17

Hilltoppers with a 17-15 victory.

record crowd of 15,500 anticipated a great
game with possibly a great finish, but it was
not to be.
The Gamecocks were literally run over by
Troy State. The Trojans gained 395 yards on
the ground., while passing for 37 more. Troy's
game plan was very simple - line-up and run
it right at them - and it worked with ease as
Troy State whupped the Gamecocks 35-7.
fter suffering a tough loss to
In the first quarter, after Troy State kicker
Western Kentucky, the Game Ollie Quass missed a 42 yard field goal at
cocks rebounded with a 35-14 tempt, JSU drove deep into Troy territory,
victory over the Samford Bulldogs.but
Thiswith 3:53 left in the quarter. Jax State
improved the Gamecocks record to faced a 4th and 1 at the Troy 14. Gabe
6-1 on the season.
Walton was stuffed right there, and the Tro
The Gamecocks opened up the jans took the ball on downs. Shortly thereaf
game with a 5 play drive that only took ter, Troy's Joe Jackson had an impressive 50 touchdown pass to wide-out Patrick
them 2:34 seconds to score. Montressa yard touchdown carry right up the middle, Plott with just 2 seconds left in the game.
Kirby completed a 41-yard pass to and with the extra point, Troy took a 7-0 lead Lee Sutherland kicked the point mak
Patrick Plott for the opening touch nearing the end of the first quarter.
ing the score 35-7 Troy State. The game
down.
In the second quarter, Troy State began to ended on the kickoff to Troy, and the
The second score for the Gamecocks pull away. With 8:14 left in the half, running Trojans came away with the win.
came only 7 minutes later with Amel back Ted Yarbrough scored on a 6 yard
Following the game, a disappointed
Jackson running into to the endzone touchdown run. Quass added the extra Bill Burgess said, “We don't have any
for a one yard score.
point, giving the Trojans a 14-0 lead. Later, excuses, they just lined up and whipped
The Gamecocks kept the pressure with only 39 seconds left in the half, quarter us." He added, “They (Troy) ran the ball
on the Bulldogs the rest of the game back Jeremy Rowell found split end Dan well, they threw the ball well, they
holding them to two field goals and Brady in the end zone for a 19 yard touch played good defense and they had
only one touchdown.
down pass. Quass again hit the extra point, some big plays in their kicking game,
The Gamecocks third touchdown and Troy took a 21-0 lead into the locker and we just don't have any excuses."
came from a 41 yard run from Anton room at half-time.
Montressa Kirby, who started the
Whitt with only four minutes left in the
Perhaps the highlight of the 3rd quarter game at quarterback for the second
half.
was the controversy surrounding the kick-off straight week said, “Troy has a good
The Gamecocks then came back in to start the second half. Jax State won the football team and we must put this one
the second half, with some awesome coin toss before the game and elected to behind us and get ready for next week's
defensive plays. Riley Reynolds picked receive starting the second half, but instead game."
up a loose ball only seven seconds into JSU found itself kicking off to start both halves.
The Gamecock loss snapped the 27
the second half to return it 16 yards for There was no scoring by either side in the 3rd game winning streak against Alabama
another Gamecock touchdown.
quarter, making it still 21 -0 start the 4th quar teams, and though the Gamecocks
Then, on the Bulldogs very next ter.
will have a winning season, it may not
possesion, it looked like they might
In the 4th quarter, the Trojans began to put be enough to get them into the play
score, as they plunged their offense the icing on the cake. With 13:58 left in the offs. They were 1-2 on the long road trip
into Gamecock territory. But then out game, Jeremy Rowell found paydirt for a 66 which ended at Arkansas State.
of nowhere, defensive-back Darren yard touchdown run, and Quass hit the
Will R oe &
Russell L ee Taylor
Edwards, picked off a pass and re point after giving the Trojans
turned 85 yards for another Game a commanding 38-0 lead.
cock touchdown.
Later, with 5:20 left in the
The Gamecocks then spent the rest. game, Joe Jackson dove
of the game eating up the clock, and into the endzone for his sec
only allowed Samford one touchdown ond touchdown of the night,
in the fourth quarter. The Bulldogs were this time a 2 yarder. Quass
able to complete a two-point conver got the extra point once
sion attempt, leaving the final score at more, giving the Trojans a
35-0 lead.
35-14 in favor of the Gamecocks.
By this time, the Troy fans
and the sidelines were talk
ing shutout. However, Jack
sonville State put together
an impressive 15 play, 83
yard drive ending with a
acksonville State entered hostile M ontressa Kirby 4 yard
territory as the old rivalry between
Lewis Battle(4) cuts up the field on a
the Gamecocks and Troy State
rushing
play while being chased by a
was renewed. A Memorial Stadium

JSU

35
Samford 14

A

JSU

7
Troy St. 35

J

Troy State defender.

(Photo b y E d Hill)
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JSU
A r k a n s a s S t.

6
37

acksonville State took it on the
chin as Division l-A Arkansas State
beat the Gamecocks 37-6 in front
of 8,595 spectators for the Homecom
ing at Indians Stadium. The loss to the
Indians was Jacksonville State's first
loss to a Division l-A team in three
games. In 1947, Jax State defeated
Florids State 7-0, and last season the
Gamecocks beat Northeast Louisi
ana 32-28.
Arkansas State completed an aerial
assault on the Gamecock secondary
passing for 346, and completing 22
of 33 passes. The Gamecocks knew
that Arkansas State would throw the
football against them, but were un
able to stop it.
A rkansas S ta te g o t on the
scoreboard first as running back Corey
Walker plowed into the end zone from
4 yards out. Jeff Caldwell kicked the
point after, giving the Indians an early
7-0 lead with 3:34 left in the 1st quar
ter. Later, with 12 seconds left in the
quarter, the Gamecocks answered
the Indians' touchdown with an Anton
W hitt 1 yard touchdown plunge, but
Lee Sutherland missed the extra point,
making the score 7-6 Arkansas State
at the end of the first quarter.
There was no scoring in the second
quarter, and the score remained 7-6
as the teams went to the locker rooms
for half-time. The Gamecocks were
just about even statistically with the
Indians, in fact the Gamecocks had
the ball longer and got more first
downs and plays than Arkansas State

J
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in the first half.
In the 3rd quarter, it did not take the
Indians long to get on the scoreboard,
21 sec ond s to be exact. Je rom e
Covington caught a 76 yard touchdown
pass fro m q u a rte rb a c k Jo hnny
Covington. Caldwell's extra point was
blocked by Jax State's Kenton Kelley,
making the score 13-6. With 6:50 left in
the quarter, Caldwell kicked a 34 yard
field goal, topping o ff a 15 play, 44 yard
drive, making the score 16-6. Later, with
3:30 left in the quarter, Walker caught a
28 yard touchdown pass from Covington,
and with Caldwell's extra point, the score
became 23-6. At the end of the quarter,
with just 11 seconds on the clock, Austin
Tinsley added a 2 yard touchdown
scramble. Caldwell made the point af
ter, making it 30-6 Arkansas State at the
end of the 3rd quarter.
The only scoring of the 4th quarter came
when Lennie Johnson caught a 58 yard
touchdown pass from backup quarter
back Brent Pettus with 10:41 left in the
game. Caldwell added the extra point,
making it 37-6 Arkansas State. This touch
down proved to be the final insult for the
Gamecocks, and another loss, the sec
ond straight, went in the books.
The loss made the Gamecocks 6-3 for
the season and more than likely knocked
Jax State out of playoff contention. The
Gamecocks are no longer ranked. It had
been a successful season thus far for a
team that has only 8 seniors.

Lewis Battle(4) hands off to Amel Jackson(20),
as John Ingram(60) and Joel Ingram(67),
clear a path to lead the Gamecocks to a
victory over W. illinois. (Photo by Ed Hill)

JSU

32

W. Ilinois

27

acksonville State turned sure de
feat into victory at their Homecom
ing. As the siren signaling the end of
the game sounded, Patrick Plott did t
unexpected. "The Catch." It was indeed
a finish that no one in frigid Paul Snow
Stadium expected. On third-and- ten at
the Western Illinois forty-two yard line,
freshman quarterback JeDarius Isaac
found Patrick Plott between two defend
ers, and the rest is history.
The Gamecocks did not get started off
on the right foot. Western Illinois took the
opening kickoff and returned it to the
JSU thirty-three, a sixty yard return for
Anthony Pierre. Only five plays and thirtythree yards later, the Leathernecks hit
paydirt on a Brian Knuckles one-yard
dive. Kicker Keith Jones missed the point
after attempt, keeping the score six-zero.
That was the score at the end of the first
quarter, as neither team was able to get
the offense going for the rest of the quar
ter.
In the second quarter, the Gamecocks

J

continued a drive that started at the
end of the first quarter. With 13:24 left
in the half, running back Amel Jackson put JSU on the board with a oneyard plunge of his own. The rough
conditions of the field again played a
role as Lee Sutherland missed the point,
keeping the score at six-six. Later, af
ter WIU punter Jeff Baker took an eigh
teen-yard loss on a punt attem pt to
the Western twenty-nine, JSU took over
from there and went twenty-nine yards
on four plays, capped off by a JeDarius
Isaac five-yard touchdown scramble.
Sutherland again missed the extra
point, making it 12-6 for Jacksonville
State. However, Western answered
with 3:57 left in the half on a Jeff
Hecklinski thirty-two-yard touchdown
pass to Gunnard Twyner. With the ex
tra point. Western took a thirteentwelve lead over Jax State to the locker
room at halftime. After the homecom
ing ceremonies, much of the crowd
began to find their way to the exits, as
the cold conditions began to worsen.
They probably wish they had stayed,
as the fourth quarter brought about
one of Jacksonville State's greatest
moments.
In the third quarter, with 7:33 left, Jax
State put together a seven-play, fortyfive-yard drive. At the end of the drive,
JeDarius Isaac recovered his own
fumble at the Western three and took
it into the end zone. Instead of kicking
the point after, JSU Head Coach Bill
Burgess elected to go for two, Isaac's
pass went incomplete, and the score
remained eighteen-thirteen. That con
cluded the scoring in the third quarter,
but in the fourth, the two teams started
going at each other like it was a heavy
weight fight.
It all started as JSU's Darron Edwards
blocked a Western punt and Kenton
Kelly recovered. Kelly got in trouble
and flipped it to Teon Knox, who took
it in for six. Again JSU went for two, and
this time Anton W hitt went wide right
for the conversion making the score
twenty-six to thirteen. It would prove
not to be enough, though, as Western
began to come back very quietly.
With 4:46 left in the game. Western's
Brian Knuckles, a transfer from Ne
braska, scored from one yard out, and
Keith Jones added the extra point,
making it twenty-six to twenty.
Later, after JSU failed to move the
ball. Western got it back on a punt
and began a nine-play, seventy-six-

yard drive ending with a Hecklinski
twenty-two-yard pass to Twyner on a
fourth-and-three with just fifty seconds
on the clock. The all-important point
after split the uprights, making it twentyseven to twenty-six Leathernecks. De
feat was beginning to look imminent
as the Gamecocks got the ball back.
Q u a rte rb a c k s Lew is B a ttle and
JeDarius Isaac moved the Gamecocks
down the field, until it became sec
ond-and-ten at the Western forty-two,
with just four seconds left. Then the
unthinkable happened, as Isaac
found Patrick Plo tt betw een tw o
Leathernecks Plott stuck up his hand
and brought the ball down, then fell
on his back to ensure it wouldn't come
out, and the wild celebration began.
Gamecocks thirty-two. Western Illinois
twenty-seven.
Following the celebration in the
locker room, coach Burgess com
mented, "I have never seen a better
catch than that. We are proud of our
players for winning the game."
A low-key Patrick Plott commented
after the game, "I ran as hard as I
could and kept my eye on the ball. I
was not going to let the ball hit the
ground."
The game marked the end of offen
sive lineman John Ingram's career at

JSU. He re-injured the knee that had kept
him out of the last three games. After the
great win, Ingram said. “Guesses are that I
am finished for the year, but if you are
going to go out a winner, there is not a
better way to do it.'

JSU
S.W. Missouri

14
49

acksonville State suffered a heart
breaker to Southwest Missouri State to
end the season by losing 49-14.
The Gamecocks took the lead early when
Patrick Plott returned a S.W. Missouri punt
for 93 yards and a touchdown
to give JSU a 7-0 lead only six
minutes into the first quarter.
But it was all downhill from
then on out as the Fighting
Gamecocks couldn't seem to
get control of the game. The
loss put JSU at 7-4-0 on the
season.
S.W. Missouri took control and
stacked 49 points on the board
in the next three quarters giv
ing them a 49-7 lead going
into the 4th quarter.
The Gamecocks were only
able to mount one successful
drive in the fourth quarter,
when Montressa Kirby com
pleted an 11 yard pass to Rick
Schomburg to leave the game
at 49-14.

J

Will R oe &
Russell L ee Taylor

Eric Harris(75) attempts to keep warm
as the Gamecocks heated up and took
away the win from W. Illinois to make it
a triumphant Homecoming win for Jax.
State. (Photo by Ed Hill)
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B eginning A N ew
ith the arrival of fall Jackson to be played. I think too, that it's good on her perspective of this first year.
"It's more like a building year I think,
ville State saw many changes, that this is one of the new sports because
one of the biggest being a new people will come out and watch it be everybody's getting used to it. We
w om en's soccer team. W hat! cause
You they do n't know anything about have a lot of young people and all we
weren't aware JSU even had a soccer it and they want to learn about it. And can really do is just get better," says
team? Well, here's your yellow card, so it's always been such a big football Amy Buchanan, a freshman from
school, I think it's a good opportunity for Florida.
sit down and pay attention.
Coach Lisa Howe and her players cel soccer to come in and be played here"
This team may have tame expec
ebrated their inaugural year as one of explained Jones.
tations for their first year, but they feel
"I think it's pretty exciting to be able to that with a few years experience, they
JSU's newest additions to the sports pro
gram. The team consists of 11 freshman start a new tradition," expresses Amy will be able to compete for the big
players, five transfers, and one JSU stu Dickinson, a junior who played for Pied prize, the Trans America Conference
mont College for a year.
dent. The players range
championship.
The ladies of the team are
from all over the country,
"I think I can see us making the
very excited to be part of a
from states such as Ohio,
playoffs,
after we start getting to know
7 think it's
new program at Jax State.
Louisiana, Mississippi, Geor
each
other
better and learning the
Not only do these players
p retty exciting
gia, Florida, and Alabama.
plays and everything. I can see us
have
to
play
on
the
field,
Exactly what brought these
to b e a b le to
the y also have to be there in two years," believes a confi
players from all across the
start
a
n
e
w
re p re s e n ta tiv e s o f the dent Buchanan on the teams future.
country to a school they
"W e have some very high goals.
team, serving as public re
tradition. "
may have never even
We really believe we
lations
for
the
team
heard of?
can win our confer
to a scho ol th a t
"That (soccer) was one of
Amy Dickinson
knows little about
ence in three or four
the reasons I wanted to
Foward
the game.
come back... because I had
y e a rs." expresses
“It ' s a lot of fun.
lived in Alabama and I re
Howe. Howe, who
“A ll w e can
Every time we go out
ally liked it and I was looking
was a member of
really d o is ju s t
for a school in Alabama and this was as a group, everybody knows
Barry University's Di
g e t better. ”
perfect," commented Amy Hrabovsky who we are and we make sure
vision II champion
on her move from Louisiana to Alabama. we get to publicize a lot for our
ship team in 1989
"It was location and being able to go to selves" comments Hrabovsky on
knows a thing or two
Amy
Buchanan
a first year program and get everything the team 's attitude towards the
about winning and
Midfielder
new program.
started."
has confidence her
Heather Bean, a freshman from Missis
As a new team, the players and
team will develop
sippi, had the same reason for coming Coach Howe have a realistic
into a top caliber
as many of the other freshman players, grasp on expectations for the
team.
that being, "to get out of sta te ... I didn't team this inaugural year. Howe
As
the
years
progress,
the team is
really want to go in-state. I wanted to looks at this first year as the foundational
play soccer and go somewhere differ year for the team. Wins and losses are determined to improve, so both alumni
not as important as improvement from and students should keep an eye on
ent."
While many of the freshman players month to month. "W e're just getting what one day may be JSU's hottest
cam e to JSU because it w as an started. We want to make it a quality sports program.
opportunity to both play soccer and program. We want to make an attrac
Patrick Rogers
begin the quest for independence, the tive program for recruits," states Howe
veterans came for other reasons. Before
coming to play for JSU, Gena Jones, a
junior, was a member of The University of
Alabama's women's soccer team. She
is excited about getting to play for JSU
and feels she has a purpose on this team
"I think it's exciting, because for one
nobody here really knows anything
a b o u t so c c e r, so we have the
opportunity to teach them what it's sup
pose to look like and how it's supposed

W

Angela Culpepper, Gena Jones, and
Amy Buchanan prepare to take the
ball away from Birmingham Southern.
(Photo b y D o n n y Cotten)
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T radition A t

Coach Lisa Howe instructs her team about the upcoming play.

JSU

(Photo by Tim Breaseale)

RECORD
WON - 4
LOST - 12

SOCCER
SCOREBOARD
JSU

Opp

TIED - 1

“W e have
some very
high goals.
We really
believe we
can win our
conference
in three or
four years."
Head Coach
Lisa Howe

Helen Campbell
looks for a goal
against Birmingham
Southern. (Photo by

1
0
0
0
3

1
0
1
0
0
2
0
9
0
0
0
8

SE Louisiana*
Centenary*
Mercer*
South Florida
Georgia State*
Auburn
Lynn
Georgia State*
Campbell*
Centenary*
SE Louisiana*
Mercer*
Birming. South.
Campbell*
Mississippi St.
Clemson
Jacksonville

0
5
4
1
3
5
5
5
12
4
0
5
1
8
5
4
0

* Trans America match

Tim Breaseale
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inishing their first season of Divi

bon Hill, Al., has been a great addition

sion I-A A ball with a 17-23

to the team as an outside hitter.

record, the Jacksonville State

"Amanda's versatility and hard work

University Lady Gamecock Volleyball

have made it easy to find a place to

team has made an impressive transi

use her talent, " said Coach Slay about

tion into a new level of competitive

the 5'9" power hitter.

F

Another junior on the squad, Angela

ness.

Candie Terry (30) drives won home for the score
against Georgia State. (Photo by Tim Breaseale)

Coach Janice Slay lead the team of

Woodard from Daphne, Al., has made

eleven ladies in her 16th season at the

great strides in becoming the domi

helm of Lady Gamecock Volleyball.

nant force in the middle. Consistency

"We are facing our toughest schedule

has become her key to improvement

in school history which is just a little

according to Slay. "Angela is a great

scary," said Slay early on in the sea

team player, who can be an inspira

son.

tion to watch,” added Slay.

But the com petitive nature

proved to be stimulating for the group.

Robyn Carpenter, the third junior on

Even with only one senior on the squad,

the team, from Hatton, Al. made huge

the team managed key wins over UNA,

strides with her control and command

Samford, and Troy State.

o n th e court. " I believe we have yet to

Cissie Nelson, the senior setter from

see the depth of Robyn's talents as a

Birmingham, Al., and a graduate of

setter," says Coach Slay about the

Hewitt-Trussville High School, believes

natural leader.

that teamwork is the key and compet

The Lady Gamecocks feel that the

ing at this higher level is exciting.

move to Division l-AA provided a new

Nelson's quickness is a key factor no

challenge with the increased compe

matter what role she is asked to play.

tition. Competition that will strengthen

"Cissie has always been a leader and

the team and provide for a winning

a team leader," said Slay.

season in 1996.

Amanda Sandlin, a junior from Car
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Vickie Poore

•

Voleybal Scoreboard
JSU
3
0

3
2
0

3
3
0
0
1
0

2
3
3
2
3
3
3
0
0
1
0

Coach Janice Slay gives advice to The Lady
Gamecocks as they try to overcome Samford
for a key win. (Photo by Roger LuAllen)

RECORD

3
3
3
3
0

WON - 17

3

LOST - 23
TIED - O

3

0
1

3
0
0
0

3
0
0
0

2

Opp
Georgia South.
Montevallo
UNA
West Georgia
E. Kentucky
W. Carolina
Chicago St.
Mississippi St.
Troy State
Austin Peay
Samford
Troy State
Alabama State
Centenary*
Tennessee-Chat.
Georgia State
W. Carolina
Stetson
Appalachian St.
UNC-Greensboro
Mississippi State
SE Louisiana*
Samford*
Georgia Southern
Samford*
Georgia State
Austin Peay
Troy State
SE Louisiana*
Centenary*
Mercer
Alabama State
UAB
Mercer
Mississippi State
Stetson
Charleston
Troy State
SE Louisiana
Stetson

0

3
1

3
3
0
0

3
3
3
3
3
0
1

3
0
0
1

3
3
3
3
2
2
2
1

3
1

3
0

3
1

3
3
3
1

3
3
3
3

* TransAmerica Match
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Amy Reaves (3). the star freshman from
Weaver. Alabama prepares to serve the ball
against Southeastern Louisiana. (Photo b y
D o n n y Cotten).
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Top: One gets by Angela Woodard against

Mercer.

(Photo by Donny Cotten)

Robyn Carpenter( 11) sets up a spike for Angela
Woodard(15) against Georgia State. (Photo by
Donny Cotten)

Bottom: Amy Reaves serves one up against

Georgia State.

(Photo by Donny Cotten)
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Fo r e !!!

Richard Schmidt, a Sophomore from
Houston. Texas, tees off at Silver Lakes
golf course. ( Photo b y D o n n y Cotten)
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GOLF

(Above) Juan Cruz Caceres, a Junior
from Cordoba. Argentina, uses a 7-iron
to chip one in. (Photo b y D o n n y Cotten)

Jason Tannehill, a Junior from Okla
homa City, putts one in for the eagle.
(Photo b y D o n n y Cotten)

(Left) Eric Messer, a Freshman from
Anniston, surveys his shot. (Photo b y
D o n n y Cotten)

Men’s Golf 187

Action !!!

Swinging Into
188 Athletics

B.J. Bridges, a Freshman from
Rome, Georgia, frees herself from a
sandtrap. (Photo b y D on n y Cotten)

Nicole Commet, a Freshman
from Petersburg. Michigan,
looks in good shape on the
green. (P h o to b y D o n n y

Vicki Hanks, a Freshman from
Wiltshire, England, digs herself
out of a sandtrap. (Photo b y D on ny
C otten )

C otten )

Erin Elias, a Freshman from
Laurel, Mississippi, swings
into action on the greens.
(Photo b y D o n n y Cotten)

Women’s Golf 189

JSU'S

NEW ADDITION
The season started on unsteady
ground at the University of Tennessee at
Chattanooga, both teams finished last.

CROSS COUNTRY

But, two weeks later at the University of
Alabama at Huntsville, the women fin
ished second out of eight teams and
the men finshed seventh out of nine
teams.
The women's team swept four of the
top five places at the JSU Invitational,

T

o comply with Division I rules. Jack held at Henry Farm Park, to capture a
sonville State University opened up

first place victory overall. Maria Zavala

the 1995 fall sports season with new

finished first with a time of 21:29, fol

additions to the family — the first-ever

lowed by third place Leigh Weather

JSU men's and women's cross country

man (23:09), Karen Lawson at fourth

teams.

(23:20), and Emily Wester at fifth (23:29).

Coached by Dick Bell, the teams
started out with a tough division I sched
ule that included top-notch competitors

Mike Salmon led the men's team to a
third place finish with a time of 28:45.
At the Trans America Athletic Con

like Auburn University and Troy State. " 1 ference Championships, hosted by Mer
was pleased that everyone had such a

cer University in Macon, Georgia, the

positive attitude," said Bell, “even with

women's team finished seventh. Leigh

the competition being so tough."

Weatherman led JSU, followed by Emily

Practices began in grueling late-Au

Wester, Karen Lawson and Donna Bailey.

gust weather to prepare for the women's

Led by Mike Salmon, the men's team

5K and the men's 8K races.

The six-

fin ish e d tenth. The men's roster also

women and nine-men teams competed

included Greg Dean, Daniel Dean,

in seven meets during the fall season

David Coffman, Bradley Mickelson, John

hosted by the University of Tennessee at

Suckow, Andre Lima and Lee Biddle.

Chattanooga, Georgia State University,

Emily Wester

the University of Alabama at Huntsville,
the University of Alabama, Troy State
University, Mercer University, and JSU.
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Left to Right: Heather Vosalick (Manager),
Don McGarey (Asst. Coach), and Coach
Dick Bell, time the runners at JSU’s first
Cross Country Invitational as a Division IAA competitor. (Photo by Roger LuAllen)
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CROSS
COUNTRY

Oppisite Page: Lee Bittle makes an all
out sprint for the finish line in the 8k
run at the JSU Cross Country Invita
tional. (Photo b y R o ger LuAllen)

Emily Wester pushes on toward the
finish line in the 5k run at the JSU
Cross Country Invitational. (Photo b y
R oger LuA llen)

As the gun fired each runner
scrambled to jump out in front of the
pack at the first JSU Cross Country
Invitational. (Photo b y R o ger LuA llen)
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he Jacksonville State Univer
sity G am ecocks had a rough
outing on the road in their first
year a t the Division IAA level. The
G am ecocks still bettered their o p 
ponents a t hom e though.
This season might have been a
tough one for them, but improve
m ent is on the way next season.
Many of the players from this sea
son will hit the hardw ood again
next season, as the Gam ecocks
enter season tw o as a Division I
team .
No m atter how close the gam e
was a t the end the Gam ecocks
just seemed to stumble into d e 
feat. Many valuable lessons were
learned from this season though:
NEVER GIVE UP HOPE!

T

Aaron Kelley goes up for two against
the Auburn Tigers. (Ph oto b y H o p e
S im s)

The JSU Fastbreakers lift the spirit of
the crowd. (Photo b y K en S w a d e r)
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Basketball Scoreboard

JSU
The disappointment was felt by all as JSU fell to
its first major Division I team. Auburn 91 - 74.
Maybe next year our Gamecocks can show old
baldy a trick or two. (Photo b y H o p e S im s)

RECORD
WON - 10
LOST - 17

Edward Coleman, who
was the high scorer with
20 points, goes up for
two against Stetson as
the “ Fighting Game
cocks" win 96-67. (Photo
b y R o ger LuA llen)

68
92
74
93
91
102
53
82
72
73
96
80
62
85
90
95
83
63
72
88
78
90
92
79
76
69
105

Opp
Miss. Valley
93
Alabama St.
65
Auburn
91
Bapt. Christian
72
Freed-Hardeman 65
94
Miss. Valley
Texa-El Paso
76
Alabama St.
68
UAB
83
Central Florida 93
67
Stetson
C. of Charleston 89
Campvell
73
94
Centenary
S.E. Lousiana
93
Mercer
93
Georgia St.
65
Samford
79
Florida Atlantic 91
Florida Interna
90
Samford
65
Marshall
111
84
S.E. Louisiana
Centenary
95
82
Georgia St.
Mercer
78
Alabama St.
65
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T he

S hot D octor
“My

d a d h a s a lw a y s b e e n t h e r e f o r m e . H e k n o w s

w h a t I ’m d o i n g w r o n g j u s t a f t e r w a t c h in g m e f o r a
f e w m i n u t e s ."

Sophomore Jay Knowlton
"I'm n o t doing anything d iffe re n t," he arm s in th e universal 3-point sign
w o uld say to himself. He was, in fact, every tim e he shot, Know lton fin 
s the re a d o c to r in th e house?
just as o pe n on m any o f his shots as he ished w ith 20 points on 6-of-12 3There is a t Jay K n o w lto n 's house,
w as last year. Slum ps are just hard to p o int shooting.
b u t h e 's no M .D. No, Bobby
"H e shot th e daylights o u t o f the
figure o u t som etim es. Unless yo u 're
Know lton, th e fa th e r o f th e so p ho 
b
a
ll," Jo nes said. A nd th e Slum p?
Bobby Know lton.
m ore G am ec oc k fo rw a rd is m ore
"I think h e 's over th a t n o w ."
He c o a c he d his son in eig hth and
o f an S.D. Th a t's "S h o t D o c to r," to
A fte r the gam e, Know lton w e n t
ninth grade, a nd served as an assistant
th e laym an.
a t Hartselle High School w he n Know lton back to th e te a m hotel in S h re v e 
"M y d a d has always been the re
w as earning Class 5A Player o f the Year p o rt, La . a n d c a lle d y o u k n o w
fo r m e," Know lton said. "H e knows
as well as M ost V aluab le Player honors w h o . " W h a t h e h a d to ld m e
w h a t I'm doing w ro ng just a fte r
a fte r leading his te a m to th e sta te title. a b o u t m y s h o o tin g s e e m e d to
w a tc h in g m e fo r a fe w m inutes.
So in th e m idst o f th e slump, Know lton
Som etim es w ith o u t seeing me, just
w o rk ."
w e n t to visit his d a d fo r a little fa therly
fro m ta lkin g on th e p ho ne , he
Th a n k s d a d .
advice. He video ta p e d his sho t and
know s."
to ld him th a t he w a s drifting on his shots.
Indeed, som etim es fa th e r does
Steve Salazar
" My d a d really help ed m e ," Know lton
Anniston Star
know best. For Jay Know lton will
said. "H e knew th a t I g e t in troub le
likely g e t his third caree r sta rt w hen
w he n I d o n 't go stra ig ht u p ."
Jacksonville Sta te looks to snap a
W ith his fa th e r's assis
th re e g a m e losing streak to n ig h t
ta
n
c e , K n o w lto n 's s h o t
a g a in st S o u th e a ste rn Louisiana .
Being a sta rte r w a s n 't even im a g sta rte d to d ro p again. A nd
inable fo r Know lton just one m onth JSU c o a c h Bill Jo n e s n o 
ticed.
ago.
"J a y 's be e n doing very
He w as o ff th e w o rst shooting
well
in p ra ctice ," said Jones.
sta rt o f his life. For som eone w ho
“W
h
e n h e 's on, you really
w e a rs th e label "p u re sh o o te r," it
have
to ho nor his o utside
be c o m e s nearly u n b e a ra b le to
carry a 30 p e rc e nt shoo ting rate. sh o t."
Jo nes ho nore d Know lton
But w h a t truly convinc e d th e 6by
giving him his first c aree r
fo o t-6 K n o w lto n th a t so m e thing
w as dread fully w rong w as his free sta rt a g a inst C a m p b e ll. But
th e small fo rw a rd 's break
th ro w success. O r lack o f it.
"I c o u ld n 't believe it w he n I saw thro ug h p e rfo rm a nc e m ay
have c om e Thursday night.
it," he said.
Know lton hit 3-pointers on
K n o w lto n , w h o to p p e d th e
th
re e c onsecutive posses
G am ecocks by shooting a blazing
sions
o u t o f interm ission. His
85 p e rc e n t from th e line last year,
w a s hitting just 55 p e rc e nt this year. h o t hand g a ve th e G a m e 
Th e rest o f his g a m e w as also fa r cocks the lead a nd ga ve
K no w lto n a c a re e r night.
from w h e re it stood just a year ago,
w h e n he a ve ra g e d nine points, G aining th e c o n fid e n c e o f
m aking 44 p e rc e nt o f his pointers his te a m m a te s o n th e
b e n c h , w h o ra ise d th e ir
Jay Knowlton goes for three. (Photo by Ed Hill).
and 51 p e rc e n t overall.

I
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S e t t i n g H igh G o a l s
“I g o t

c u t f r o m my ju n io r h ig h team . I t was proba bly the

best th in g th a t ever happened to me. I t m ade m e w ant to
w ork h a rd e r and beat th e guy ahead o f

me."

Junior Shane James
ropped up on his bed in a guard. "When I d id n 't reach them,
Miami hotel room, Shane I started stuggling."
James shifted his attention
As James is learning, Division I
between the interview and basketball
the
is not a perfect world.
open textbook in front of him.
No one can shoot 100 percent,
He wasn't being rude. Heck, make every steal, com m it no turn
he probably d id n 't realize he overs and expect to a ce every
was doing it. But when it comes class. When things went wrong,
to schoolwork and basketball, James began pressuring them to
the Jacksonville State Junior is make them right.
all business, all the time.
As a result, the gam ecocks' start
"He gives you 100 percent at ing point guard for 11 of the first 12
whatever he does," said coa ch gam es fo u n d him self on the
Bill Jones.
bench, searching for an answer.
"Shane is one of those guys This time, h e c o u ld n 't find one. So
who puts pressure on himself not he went to his coach.
only to be good, but to be ex
“ I told him I was having a real
cellent."
hard time," James said. "I asked
Actually perfect.
him w hat I could do to start play
A business m ajor, Jam es ing better. He told me to just stop
earned a pe rfect 4.0 grade- worrying about it and take some
point average last semester, his of the pressure off myself."
first since transferring from North
With the unbearable burden of
west Community College. There, his own lofty expectations lifted,
he was nam ed an academ ic James has begun to settle into the
All-American as a sophomore, G am ecock lineup. In his last out
while he ranked fourth in the ing against Florida Atlantic, James
state in assists and third in steals. played his best gam e thus far.
Life, as he had planned, was
He scored 12 points, dished out
near perfect.
four assists, m ade tw o steals and
"I am a perfectionist," James keyed a G am ecock com eback
adm itted. "If you're gonna do in just his first 15 minutes of action.
something, you might as well be
While the outing helped James
the best a t it."
re g a in his p lu m m e tin g c o n fi
As he said this, though, the dence, his coach, noted that one
Russellville native realized how aspect of his gam e never w a 
striving fo r p e rfe c tio n has vered.
brought turmoil to his first season
"One thing I can count on,"
a t Jax State.
Jones said. "N obody plays harder
"I set my expectations too than Shane James."
high," said the 6-fo o t po int
It is his work ethic that has al

P

ways kept James one step ahead
of the competitor, whether it is his
own mind or a junior high class
mate.
“ I go t cu t from my junior high
team ," James said. "It was prob
ably the best thing that ever hap
pened to me. It m ade me w ant to
work harder and b e at the guy
ahead of me."
He did exactly that the next year
and m ade the team.
While he called himself "a ter
rible player in high school,' James
hustled his way to junior college.
"The coa ch recruited me because
he saw me dive on the floor a lot,"
he said. "I h a ven 't got all that
much athletic ability. I have to
play hard. But that way, there are
no regrets. Hustle has gotten me
to where I'm a t now."
As the interview neared its end,
the eyes of Jax State's leader in
floor burns darted back to his busi
ness at hand, a textbook aptly
entitled, "M anagem ent Mistakes
and Successes."
While it took a difficult Division I
start to realize he c a n 't be perfect
a t everything from business to
basketball, Shane James seems
to have learned his lesson.
Steve Salazar
Anniston Star
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P utting

in

O vertime

to

P lay

“I guess you can call me a team
player,but if I get double digits in re
bounds I'm happy . ”

Junior Rusty Brand
hen Rusty Brand took the court this sea
son to start for JSU, it was the first time he
had ever done this in his three-year

W

career.
The only substantial game Brand played in his
first two seasons was the waiting game. In a
system that requires each Gamecock to fill a
certain role, he was only doing his part.
"I always wanted to play more,” Brand said,
"but our best lineup was with Pat (Armour) at
center. My role was just to give him rest."
So during his freshman and sophomore sea
sons, Brand played in the shadows of the twotime All-American. While he posted good num
bers, shooting 58 percent in his limited playing
time, the Athens native may have made his
biggest strides in practice. There, he faced the
intimidating Armour whose big size was matched
by an equally big game.
"Playing Pat really helped," said the 6-foot-8,
220 pound center. "I guarded him every day in
practice and he threw me to the floor more times
than I count. I learned a lot."
Yet, the real work was only beginning. Brand
began to realize his time was finally coming. It
was confirmed by Gamecock head coach Bill
Jones. "Coach told me,'it's your job to win and
your job to lose. It depends on how much work
you d o ."
With the not-so-subtle hint Brand spent the off
season working harder than he ever had before,
he hit the weight room to add muscle. "It doesn't
look like it," he said, "but I am stronger." And for
the first time, he played in the summer league in
Decatur to prepare for Division I competition.
Yet, even with Brand putting in overtime to get
better, Jones admitted to being a bit unsure
about his game. “There was some question how
he would perform when it was time for him to
start against Division I," Jones said. "But if anyone
has been a pleasant surprise since the start of the

Rusty Brand works the ball
inside. (P h o t o b y E d H i ll )
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season it's Rusty Brand. He's more
than held his own."
The junior center, who started
his first game since high school
this year, actually gives the
Gamecock attack two features
it lacked with Armour. Brand's
quickness allows him to bring the
opposing center out on the pe
rimeter, which helps spread the

floor, and his passing ability is second
to none.
Always cognizant of his role, Brand
plays with Rodman-like d e te rm in a 
tion. "I guess you c an call m e a
te a m player," he said, "b u t if I g e t
d o u b le d ig its in re b o u n d s I'm
h a p p y ."
Steve Salazar
Anniston Star

G amecock R eady when Called
“I w a sn ’t nervous , I told m yself, 'I ’m f i 

nally playing. ’ It w as a long w ait so it was
m ore re lie f than nervousness.”

Junior Corey McKinney
e spent his holiday working the invitation, a belated Christmas
a t the W almart in Irondale, gift from G am ecock co a ch Bill Jones.
just trying to make a dent in But when guard Bobby Davis injured
another semester's tuition.
his finger and left Jax State with a
The dream of playing Division I nine-man roster, Jones remembered
basketball, the one he had already the thin 6-foot-1 kid who had tw ice
put on hold three times, was not on tried to walk on to the te a m . McKinney
Corey McKinney's mind when he rem em bered why he had tried.
answered the phone.
"I knew I was go od enough to play
"C oach Jones asked me to com e Division I o u t o f high s c h o o l,"
to practice because someone got McKinney said, as he laced up his
hurt," McKinney said. "I was there sneakers before practicing for Thurs
the the very next day."
day night's gam e against Mercer.
No, McKinney was not expecting
But knowing his ability and getting
the opportunity to prove
it were tw o entirely differ
ent stories. Or as he puts
it, “one long crazy story."
The condensed version
began at Birmingham's
W oodlawn High School.
After averaging 17 points
as a senior, McKinney
drew several junior col
leges a n d C o lo ra d o
State, to o small a n d
Colorado was too far. So
he saved some money,
stayed near home en
rolled a t Jacksonville
State, and planned to
walk on.
G am ecock assistant
c o a c h Charlie Burkett
hurried the plan along by
asking him to tryout after
seeing him in an intramu
ral g a m e . But b e fo re
McKinney could ge t his,
Jones informed him that
the NCAA requires walkons to have a c c u m u 

H

lated a t least 24 hours of class.
"I had to w ait my turn," McKinney
said. "When it cam e, I'd be ready."
He thought it cam e tw o semesters
later, last spring, but a poor mark in a
geology class left him one hour shy of
the required amount. Forced to re
main a fan in the stands, he nearly
a b and one d his dream. "I thought
a b o u t it,” McKinney said, "but I just
kept the faith and w aited for my time
to com e."
It cam e with Jones' phone call.
And after working his way into shape,
he proved he was ready. He scored
11 points in 23 minutes in his first a c 
tion against C entral Florida. And
McKinney's reaction was a little dif
ferent than most first-timers.
"I w asn't nervous," he said. "I told
myself, 'I'm finally playing.' It was a
long w ait so it was more relief than
nervousness."
His perform ance m ade a favorable
first impression on his new team m ates
and coach.
"It was a pleasant surprise," Jones
said. "With just a couple of days of
practice he really responded."
The next thing yo u 'd figure h e 'd like
to make happen is a start. But with
characteristic patience, McKinney is
waiting it out. "If it comes," he said,
"I'll be ready."
W hat he is really after is a w ay to
avoid spending the holidays working
a t Walmart. Say, a scholarship.
"C oach Jones said if I do well,"
McKinney said, "he'll try to g e t me a
scholarship next semester. It's all up
to me."
That's all he ever w anted.
Steve Salazar
Anniston Star

Corey Mckinney goes up for two against
Georgia State. (Photo by Ed Hill)
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W elcome to The South “ U tah.”
“It’s a different culture down here, but basketball is
pretty much a constant. It's a good equalizer. I feel I
Jit in just fine.”

Junior Kenny Sorenson

h e y c a ll h im “ U ta h .” It is

te a m h e a d s b a c k to th e d o rm s

a n a p t n ic k n a m e fittin g

a fte r g a m e s , S o re n s o n g o e s

had

K e n n y S o re n so n as w e ll as

h o m e to a n o ff- c a m p u s a p a r t 

c h a n g e d m y life a n d it c o u ld

his s h o rtly c r o p p e d h a irc u t. A f

m e n t h e s h a re s w ith his w ife .

h e lp o th e rs w ith th e w a y th e y

te r a ll, S o re n s o n is th e o n ly

A n d o n S u n d a y s , y o u w o n ’t fin d

liv e .”

J a c k s o n v ille S ta te p la y e r w h o

a n y o th e r G a m e c o c k w o rs h ip 

S o re n s o n ’s life to o k a n o th e r

d o e s n ’t h a il fro m

p in g a t th e C h u rc h o f L a tte r D ay

c h a n g e fo r th e b e tte r la st M a y

S aints.

w h e n h e m a rrie d th e fo rm e r

T

e ith e r A la 

b a m a o r G e o rg ia . A n d a fte r

“ I w a n te d to s h a re w h a t I
le a r n e d , ” h e s a id . “ It

But d e s p ite b e in g M o rm o n ,

A n n e M a rie B e d d o e s . Both his

m a rrie d a n d a b it m y s tifie d b y

w ife , a fo rm e r c o lle g e b a s 

“ W h e n w e s ta rte d g o in g to

s o u th e rn m e a ls , S o re n s o n s a id

k e tb a ll p la y e r, a n d h e d e 

e a t a t b u ffe ts ,” e x p la in e d th e

h e ’s ju s t o n e o f th e g u y s . “ I t ’ s

c id e d a c h a n g e o f s c e n e ry

ju n io r tra n s fe r fro m S alt L a ke

d iffe r e n t d o w n h e r e ,” h e s a id ,

w o u ld b e g o o d .

C ity C o lle g e , “ th e re w e re d if 

“ b u t b a s k e tb a ll is p r e tty m u c h

“ W e w a n te d to g e t a w a y

fe r e n t k in d s o f fo o d

a c o n s ta n t. I t ’s a g o o d e q u a l

fro m th e w e s t a n d try a d iffe r 

izer. I fe e l I fit in ju s t fin e .”

e n t p a rt o f th e c o u n tr y fo r a

o n ly a fe w d a y s d o w n S outh, it
show ed.

know

I d id n ’ t

a b o u t: p ig s fe e t, fr ie d

o k ra , c o lla r d g re e n s , g rits . It’s

The 6 - fo o t-7 , 2 2 5 -p o u n d f o r 

c o u p le o f y e a rs ,” S o re n so n

n o t th e k in d o f stu ff I g re w u p

w a rd is in d is p e n s a b le as th e

s a id . “ W e w a n te d to m e e t

o n . I h a d to a s k th e m w h a t it

first p o s t p la y e r o ff th e b e n c h .

d iffe r e n t p e o p le

w a s .”

His d riv e fo r c o n s is te n c y m a y

and have

d iffe re n t e x p e r ie n c e s .”

O f c o u rs e th a t o p e n e d u p th e

b e b o rn fro m his le v e l o f m a tu 

A n d a fte r s e v e ra l m o n th s in

b ig g u y to a ll k in d s o f r id ic u le .

rity. A lth o u g h o n ly 22, S o re n so n

A la b a m a , “ U ta h ” s a id th e re

But th e d iffe r e n c e s b e tw e e n

h a s a lr e a d y d is c o v e r e d m u c h

is a lo t le ft to le a rn .

S o re n so n a n d his te a m m a te s

a b o u t h im s e lf th ro u g h re lig io n .

d o n ’ t s to p a t w h a t’ s o n th e d in 

Three y e a rs a g o , h e to o k a tw o -

n e r p la te s . W h ile th e re st o f th e

y e a r m is s io n in G e rm a n y .

“ I still c a n ’t r e c o g n iz e s o m e
o f th e frie d s tu ff.”
Steve Salazar
Anniston Star

Kenny Sorenson battles for
two underneath the goal.
(Photo by Roger Luallen)
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Gamecocks

h o o p it u p

Edward Coleman goes up for an
other two points against Auburn.

a b o v e left Edward Posey goes up
for two against Stetson. (Photo b y

(Ph oto b y R o ger Luallen,)

R o g er Luallen)

O pposite P a g e Edward Coleman goes
up for a layup in JSU’s 91-74 loss at
Auburn. (Photo b y R o ger Luallen)

a b o v e JSU’s Aaron Kelly shoots
an easy layup in the Gamecock’s
108-105 two overtime loss to Aus
tralia. (Photo b y R oger Luallen)
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he Lady Gam ecocks discov
ered a lot of their weaknesses
and strengths this year as a
TAAC com petitor.
In the eight games th a t they
were able to walk aw ay victorius,
it was a close shooting m atch
down to the final seconds. But in
every gam e they lost they just
seemed to lose control in the sec
ond half.
Despite having a losing season
the Lady G am ecocks were still
able to put up some impressive
numbers to highlight the season.
Misty Fuller had a season high 28
points as Alfredia Seals had 12 re
bounds in the Gam ecocks upset
of Troy State 76-75.
The Lady Gam ecocks won six
games a t hom e with only tw o wins
on the road.
The G am ecocks fa c e d the
Lady Tigers of Auburn for the first
tim e this year. The SEC pow er
house d e fea te d the Gam ecocks
in both of their outings, but the
true G am ecock spirit showed up
as they duked it out until the horn
blew.
Auburn showed up a t Pete
Mathews Coliseum to play their
first gam e against the Lady G am e
cocks, and the Gam ecocks put
up a c o m m e m o ra b le e ffo rt
against the Lady Tigers. They
scored the most points to that date

T
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against the Tigers in the early part Cindy Thaxton dribbles down the court
in the Lady Gamecocks 58-54 victory
of the season.
over Southern University. (Photo b y
Their next outing was in Auburn R o ger LuAllen).
where the Tigers out-shot and outrebounded the Gamecocks to win them next year as they will have
the gam e with their hom ecourt to play most of the same o p p o 
advantage.
nents.
Most of the Lady G am ecocks'
Next year is not far aw ay and
season was a battle for the re Coach Dana Austin will definitely
spect th a t they rightfully deserved have the Lady G am ecocks in
With their first season under their to p condition to be a future
belt as a Division IAA com petitor power house in
Division IAA
they have learned w hat will fa ce and the TAAC Conference.
Russell Taylor

Basketball

BasketbalScoreboard
JSU

Lori Breedlove shoots for two against
Stetson to help lead the Gamecocks to a
67-61 victory. (Photo b y D o n n y Cotten)

R E C O R D

WON - 8
LOST - 18

78
47
69
58
60
55
64
61
68
54
69
81
55
73
61
84
57
74
53
57
69
54
76
72
67
61

Opp
UAH
Auburn
Georgia Southern
Southern
UAB
Murray St.
Troy St.
Auburn
Central Florida
Stetson
Campbell
C. of Charleston
Florida Int.
Florida Atlantic
Mercer
Georgia St.
UTC
C. of Charleston
Florida Int.
S.E. Louisiana
Georgia St.
Mercer
Troy St.
S.E. Louisiana
Stetson
Central Florida

61
65
87
54
70
70
90
89
78
60
56
68
68
98
63
85
71
73
79
85
64
63
75
86
61
74
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Shneka Whaley carries the ball
down the court against South
Eastern Louisiana, which
barely got by the Lady Game
cocks, 72-86. (Photo b y D o n n y
C otten )

Kathy O'Konski goes up for two
against South Eastern Louisi
ana. (Photo b y D o n n y Cotten)

(Opposite Page): Alfredia Seals,
seen here shooting over an
Auburn defender, scored 319
points on the season, averag
ing 15.2 points per game with
232 rebounds on the season.
(Photo b y R o ger LuA llen)
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S tirring it Up on the Court
“I ’d b e c ra zy n ot to w a n t to s ta r t , b u t I
ju s t w a n t to h elp the team a n y w a y I

Junior Lori Breedlove

c a n ."

a n d h e lp e d e n g in e e r a c o m e 

on you r fo re h e a d .

b a c k a g a in s t G e o rg ia State.
"It's th e ty p e o f g a m e w e knew

"If th e players a re n 't re a d y ,"
Austin said, "she'll h it th e m in th e

she c o u ld h a v e ," Austin said.

fa c e w ith th e ba ll."

starting p o in t g u a rd spo t to b e g in
th e season, B reedlove learned th a t

She m a y h a v e b e e n w a itin g for
m o re p ro d u c tio n from Breedlove,

B reedlove o ffe re d her s h e e r
est a p o lo g ie s to her unsuspe ct

it w as possible to try to o hard.
"I h a d a fe w b a d g a m e s b e 

b u t Austin said she ne ve r ques
tio n e d her effort. "She's o n e player

ca u se I w as trying to c re a te to o
m u ch instead o f letting it h a p p e n ,"

w e n e ve r h a v e to g e t on a b o u t

ing te a m m a te s .
M ich elle Eddy a n d Misty Fuller
a lre a d y knew better. Eddy g re w

hustling," she said.

u p w ith B reedlove a t D anville

she said. "I fo rc e d it."
W ith freshm an Shneka W haley
playing well, th e ju n io r transfer from

The Hartselle n a tiv e a d m itte d
h a vin g d iffic u lty m a king th e le a p

High School a n d jo in e d her a n d
F u lle r

from junior c o lle g e to Division I

B re e d lo v e know s w h e re a n d

ba sketb all. In her a tte m p t to cross

w h e n th e y like th e ball. As for

o ve r into stiffer c o m p e titio n , she

th e rest o f th e te a m , she is still
learning. W hile she w o u ld like to
learn as starter, B reedlove is c o n 

f p la yin g to o h a rd w e re a crim e,
Lori B reedlove w o u ld b e a re

I

p e a t o ffe n d e r.
A fte r w orking her w a y into th e

W a lla c e S tate fo u n d herself d o in g
tim e on th e b e n c h . Bent on e a rn 
ing m o re minutes, B reedlove w e n t
d ire c tly to D a n a Austin to sta te her
case.
"I to ld c o a c h Austin th a t I d id n o t
w a n t her to g iv e u p on m e ," she
said. "I w as g o in g to m a ke a
c o m e b a c k ."

pu shed e v e n h a rd e r th a n norm al.
But th e G e o rg ia S tate g a m e re
n e w e d h e r c o n f id e n c e .
" It
sho w ed m e I still g o t it," she said.

S ta te .

te n t w ith c o m in g o ff th e b e n c h .

She's h a d it since she w as a ch ild
w h e n s h e 'd h a v e da ily b a sketb all

to h e lp th e te a m a n y w a y I c a n ."

As Jax S tate (4-13, 2-6) e n te re d
th e se co n d half o f th e TAAC sch e d 
ule a t th e C o lle g e o f C harleston

h a v e som ething extra."
Things g o t so c o m p e titiv e th a t

(5-14,0-9), Breedlove clearly m a d e

th e th re e B reedloves e v e n tu a lly
h a d to tra d e in g a m e s fo r m ore
casual

s h o o t-a ro u n d sessions.

6 flo or le a d e r to p p e d th e G a m e 
co c k s in assists a t m id-season. Her

B ree dlo ve's n e w p la yin g partners
are n o w learning w h a t her b ro th 

b re a kth ro u g h p e rfo rm a n c e c a m e
in th e G a m e c o c k s last TAAC c o n 

ers p ro b a b ly p ic k e d u p som e tim e
a g o . Take your eyes o ff her a n d

test, w h e n she sco re d 11 points

you c o u ld h a v e a S palding ta tto o
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W a lla c e

" I'd b e crazy n o t to w a n t to
start," she said, "b u t I just w a n t

duels w ith her tw o brothers. "Being
th e girl," B reedlove said, "I h a d to

g o o d on her prom ise. Despite
c o m in g o ff th e b e n c h , th e 5-foot-

at

Steve Salazar
Anniston Star

A Perfect Balancing A ct
“I c a n ’t m iss clin ic a ls . T h a t’s the real
deal. I f I h a ve to b e a t a clin ic a l , I m iss the
ga m e, o r I fa il."
SeniorM
istyFuller
om e c o n te n d th a t athletics, different, e x c e p t th a t if she g ra d u 
steeped in co m p e titio n an d ates, as e xp e cte d , in D ecem ber,
challenges, m im ic real life. she will be the first G a m e c o c k a th 
But Misty Fuller knows some things lete to ever c o m p le te the school's
just d o n 't e q u a te .
nursing program .
"If I turn the ball over on o f
"Misty's very smart," said G a m e 
fense," the Jax State senior said, c o c k h e a d c o a c h D ana Austin.
"I c a n m ake it up on defense. "M ost schools will no t sign a player
When you deal with people's lives, in nursing. She has d o n e a g o o d jo b
there's no room for mistakes. If I handling a ca d e m ics a n d athletics."
m ake a mistake w hen I'm w ork
"Last semester, I ha d a 2.9," she
ing, I c a n kill som ebody."
said. "It should have be en a 3.2."
That's a lot for a po w e r forw ard
A 2.9 a v e ra g e m ay be measly
to d e a l with. But it falls on the a m o n g ba sketb all statistics, b u t
shoulders of every nursing m ajor given Fuller's responsibilities, it is a
a t Jacksonville State. Fuller is no re m a rka b le a c a d e m ic a c h ie v e 
ment.
"Jax State is the only school
th a t w ou ld allow m e to do
nursing a n d play ball," said
the Pell City native. "A lot of
athletes ha ve tried to d o it
a n d quit. It's a very difficult
curriculum. I knew it w ould
b e rough."
With clinicals, m a n da tory
first-hand training a t lo cal
m e d ica l facilities, Fuller's 16
hour semester turns into a 60
hour work week. She wakes
up a 5:30 a.m. three days of
the w eek to work a t the hos
pital. The shift lasts until 3
p.m. or so, w hen she then
heads to p ra c tic e for another
fe w hours. She goes home,
eats, studies, a n d h e a d s
straight to bed, exhausted.
"I d o n 't have a social life,"
she s a id ," bu t I guess I'll have
some m oney w hen I g e t out
o f school."
Misty Fuller goes up for two against The 85-student nursing class
Alabama A&M. (P h o t o b y e d H i l l )

S

th a t constitutes one o f the country's
to p nursing program s is even more
co m p e titiv e than playing Division I
b a s k e tb a ll, Fuller said.
B eing
b a n g e d around by m uch bigger
w om en on a daily basis, in fa ct, is an
esca p e for her.
"Basketball relieves pressure a n d
a lot o f stress in my life," she said. "It
d o e sn 't c o m p a re to the stress of
nursing."
Her room m ate, also a nursing m a 
jor, helps her with notes w hen she
c a n 't m ake it to class. She also has
h a d m ake up tests because of her
busy basketball schedule. But Fuller
a n d the nursing school d ra w the
line a t clinicals.
“ I c a n 't miss clinicals," she said.
"That's the real deal. If I ha ve to be
a t clinical, I miss the gam e. Or I fail."
With so m any dem ands, it is cle ar
w h y b a s k e tb a ll c o a c h e s a re n 't
thrilled to ha ve nursing majors a t
po w e r forw ard a n d w hy Fuller m ay
be the first a n d last one a t JSU.
"I m ay not sign any m ore," Austin
said. "It's real difficult to de a l w ith ."
Tell th a t to Misty Fuller. "M y te a m 
m ates c o m e to m e with problem s,"
she said. “ O ne gets a c o ld an d
wants m e to look a t her throat.
A lfre d ia (Seals) w a n ts to know
w h a t's w rong with her knees. I tell
them , I'm just a nurse not a d o c to r."
Steve Salazar
Anniston Star
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T h a x t o n P r o v e s S h e ’s a C o m p e t i t o r

“It doesn’t matter. I'll play wherever I can to
help us win. I hate to lose.
”

Senior Cindy Thaxton
n d e c id in g w h e r e to g o fro m
R o a n e S ta te C o m m u n ity C o l
le g e in 1993, C in d y T h a x to n
re lie d o n tw o fa c to rs .
"I a lw a y s w a n t e d to p la y D ivi
sion I," sh e sa id . " A n d I w a n t e d
to b e o n a t e a m t h a t w a n t e d
to w in ."
N o w a s e n io r a t J a c k s o n v ille
S ta te , T h a x to n fe e ls she m a d e
th e rig h t d e c is io n . A fte r c o m 
p le tin g a tw o - y e a r c o m p lia n c e
p e rio d , th e G a m e c o c k s a r e full
f le d g e d m e m b e rs o f D ivisio n I.
A n d a lth o u g h J a x S ta te is 3-8,
th e y g o t s e t t o h o s t th e C o lle g e
o f C h a r le s to n , T h a x to n h a s
n e v e r d o u b t e d th e te a m 's re 
so lve .
"T h e y h a d s u c c e s s in th e G u lf
S o u th C o n fe r e n c e b e fo r e I a r 
riv e d ," sh e s a id . "W e fe e l w e
c a n b e c o m p e t it iv e in th e Tans
A m e r ic a A th le tic C o n fe r e n c e ."
C o m p e titiv e . It is th e o n e w o r d
t h a t b e s t d e s c rib e s th e 5 -fo o t-5
s h o o tin g g u a r d fro m K noxville,
Tenn. In fa c t , w h e n a s k e d to
c o m m e n t o n T h a x to n , G a m e 
c o c k h e a d c o a c h D a n a A u s tin
c o u ld o n ly g e t in th r e e w o rd s
b e fo r e s a y in g th e c - w o rd . ” A
v e ry c o m p e titiv e p e rs o n ," A u s
tin sa id . "S h e lo v e s to w in . T h a t's
th e o n e th in g t h a t s ta n d s o u t in
m y m in d ."
T h a x to n p la y s w ith d o g g e d
d e te r m in a tio n . Using h e r q u ic k 
ness to o ffs e t h e r sm a ll fra m e ,

I
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th e w iry o ff g u a r d h a s b e e n a b le w e h a v e t o w in . '"
W hile she is a fiery c o m 
t o c o m p e t e a g a in s t b ig g e r D i
visio n I o p p o n e n ts this s e a s o n . pe titor, Thaxton w an ts p e o p le
T h a x to n is s e c o n d o n th e te a m to kn o w th a t she do es n o t
in s c o rin g , a v e r a g in g 7.6 p o in ts h a v e a w in-at-all-costs a tti
tu d e . "I'm n o t a b a d sport,"
per gam e.
S he is a ls o o n e o f th e G a m e  she e x p la in e d . "I just d o n 't
c o c k s ' m o s t te n a c io u s d e f e n d  w a n t a n y b o d y to b e a t us."
ers. S he le d J a x S ta te in stea ls
Steve Salazar
Anniston Star
la st y e a r fro m th e p o in t g u a r d
p o s itio n . A v e rs a tile
p e rfo rm e r, T h a x to n
s a id s h e d o e s n 't
m in d p la y in g w h e r 
e v e r A u stin p u ts her.
"It d o e s n 't m a t t e r , "
she s a id . "I'll p la y
w h e r e v e r I c a n to
h e lp us w in . I h a te
t o lo s e ."
A u s tin r e c a lle d
h o w T h a x to n sin g le h a n d e d ly th w a r te d
a s u ffo c a tin g P o rt
la n d S ta te press last
y e a r. "S h e k e p t
b r e a k in g th e press
b y h e rs e lf," she s a id .
"T h e y c o u ld n 't s to p
h e r."
This s e a s o n ,
T h a x to n 's le a d e r 
sh ip h a s ta k e n o n a
v o c a l d im e n s io n .
B e fo re g a m e s , she
o fte n tries t o in sp ire
t h e t e a m , A u s tin
Cindy Thaxton looks for an opening on
sa id . "S h e 'll ye ll o u t,
the inside against Charleston. (Photo by
'c o m e o n la d ie s ,
Ed Hill).

S e a l s R e b o u n d s to her P o t e n t ia l
just wanted to be able to play basketball to the
best of my ability. To go out every night and play
the way I'm capable of ”
“I

Junior Alfredia Seals
he wore the tag like a loose
fitting jersey. For two years, the
P-word just hung a ro u n d
Alfredia Seals.
It is com fortable to be told you
have the "potential" to be good,
the "potential" to be something
special. But unless the person wear
ing the P-word realizes it and acts
on it, the label sticks. Carry it too

S

long and "potential" loses its comfort.
"Nobody knows the conversations
Alfredia and I have had," said Dana
Austin, the Lady Gam ecocks' head
coach. "I told her how much poten
tial she has. But it d idn't matter how
many times we told her until she real
ized it."
The e p ip h a n y c a m e for th e
Childersburg native last year, when
the Gamecocks finished
their second straight los
ing season. "I never had a
losing season, "said the
junior center. "It took a lot
of losses to realize we were
doing something wrong.
For us to step up, some
body had to change. I felt
like I had to."
As Jacksonville State (48, 2-2) readied to play at
Florida International (9-4,
3-0),one look at Seals' sta
tistics reveals that she has
more than stepped up.
She has taken a giant leap
tow ard exhibiting every
inch of potential in her 6foot-5 body.
Seals is second in the
entire nation in rebound
ing and fourth in blocked
shots. Her 13.1 rebounds
and 3.2 blocks per gam e

top the TAAC and she is fourth in
scoring at 16.5 points per game. Al
though her numbers w eren't bad the
last tw o seasons, Seals realized she
could do more.
"Those first two years...that wasn't
me," she said. "I wasn't playing the
way I'm capable of. This year I cam e
translated into a playing style that
Austin deems necessary in Division I.
"At this level you have to play with
confidence."
The confidence grew after Seals
notched 17 points and 11 rebounds
against then-undefeated Auburn in
November. After her effort Auburn
coach Joe Ciampi also realized just
how big her gam e could truly be,
"She can play with anyone in the
country," he said.
With other opponents realizing the
same thing, Seals is usually doubled
and often tripled team. But she rel
ishes the attention, having built up
confidence in her teammates to hit
open shots. The only shot she wants is
the last one. "I want the ball late in the
gam e,” she said. "If I miss a shot in
crunch time I want my teammates to
blame me. To be a leader, you have
to take those responsibilities."
"I wanted to be able to play basket
ball to the best of my ability," she said.
"To go out every night and play the
way I'm capable of."
Steve Salazar
Anniston Star

Alfredia Seals goes up for two against
Auburn. (Photo b y E d Hill).
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CHEERING
THE WAY TO
VICTORY
hat if there w eren't a
cheerleading squad at
every home game for
and downs this past season,
the G am ecocks? W ho ups
would
but they have been there nevercheer the team on to victory and
th e -le ss g iv in g
give them the spirit
the Gamecocks
to win?
support. As in any
The Jacksonville
S ta te
U n iv e rsity
sport cheerlead
Cheerleaders have
ers must work as
been cheering the
a team instilling
Gamecocks to vic
trust and pride in
tory all season long.
everything that
Th e y show their true
they do.
sp irit w h e n th e y
So hats off to
stand out in front of
this ye a r's squad
the crowd and lift
fo r g iving th e ir
the e n th u sia sm of
su p p o rt to the
the game. Even in
"Fighting Gam e
the hardest of times
cocks."
Russell Lee Taylor
they persevere by
giving the team the
Tonya Boozer flexes her muscles to The Gamecock Cheerleaders show their
hope that a victory
show the strength of the Gamesupport at a pep-rally. (Photo b y E d Hill)
is still attainable.
cocks. (Photo b y D o n n y Cotten).
There were many

W
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Front Row (Left to Right): Tonya Boozer, Heather
Johnson. Greta Gardner, Sherry Bittles, Carla Patterson.
Emily Smith. Tracie Collier.
Second Row (Left to Right): Scott Gorman, Rod Beal.
Ron Bentley. Sean McChristie, Tim Leach, Sam Prichett,
Ryan Blair.
Back Row: Cocky
(Photo b y E d Hill)

Tracie Collier cheers the Gamecocks to victory.

(Photo b y
D o n n y Cotten)
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The Cheerleaders get fired
up at “Get On Board Day.”
(Photo by Donny Cotten).

Gretta Gardner cheers on the
Fighting Gamecocks at “Get On
Board Day." (Photo by Donny
Cotten).

The Gamecock Cheerleaders put
on a show at halftime for the
cheering fans. (Photo b y D on n y
Cotten).
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Andy Henderson, one the leading RBI pro
ducers for the Gamecocks, smacks one
into the outfield. (Ph oto b y D o n n y Cotten)
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ntering his 27th season as JSU
head coach, Rudy A bbott has

w e will be very com petitive and
play hard."

finally gotten the ch a n ce to
play in Division I baseball. "I really

A b b o tt and his team are also a d 
justing to something else. This is the

E

have no feelings tow ard it, because first season they will be playing in
I d o n 't know m uch ab o u t Division I their new baseball facility. "I'm re
play," A b b o tt says. He is no stranger
to playing larger schools, though.
Last season, his team w ent 40-10

ally having trouble adjusting to the
new field. The infield dirt is to o soft,

and this year will be the G am e
cocks' toughest season yet.

but th a t will change. This is the field
we need to draw bigger crowds."
Look for A b b o tt to continue his

How does this year's team feel
a b o u t moving up? A b b o tt says they

winning ways. After all, he is the
winningest co a ch in A labam a col

enjoy the challenge. "W e've never

legiate sports history.

played before big crowds, but I think

Bryan Williamson, one of the Game
cocks leading pitchers, goes through
his windup drilling one over home
plate. (Photo b y D o n n y Cotten)

Shannon Fagan

RECORD
WON - 23
LOST - 14
(As o f 4/10/96)

BASEBALL SCOREBOARD
JSU
14
11
1
0
5
5
7
9
8
3
8
5
6
5
2
2
7
11
12
16
1
18
6
5
2
5
13
6
8
3
16
3
8
6
2
11
6

Opp

Alabama St.
0
Alabama St.
1
Mercer
10
GeorgiaSouthem
8
Georgia Souther
2
Morehead St.
2
Morehead St.
1
Morehead St.
2
USA
10
Troy St.
4
Tennessee-Martin 6
Tennessee-Martin 2
Tennessee-Martin 2
USA
1
Mississippi St.
21
Mississippi St.
3
Georgia Tech.
14
Siena College
8
Siena College
2
Siena College
4
Siena College
4
Siena College
7
UAB
2
S.E. Louisiana
8
S.E. Louisiana
4
S.E. Louisiana
3
Tennessee Tech.
2
Mercer
2
Centenary
3
Centenary
0
Centenary
8
M. Tennessee
4
M. Tennessee
6
S.E. Louisiana
13
S.E. Louisiana
9
S.E. Louisiana
2
UAB
21
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J.T. Clark, one of the Gamecocks leading
batters and base stealers, slides in for
another steal. (Photo b y D o n n y Cotten)
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Baseball

J.T. Clark slides in safely again
for another Gamecock stolen
base. (Photo b y D o n n y Cotten)

With the phenomenal arms of
the Gamecock pitching staff, not
many runners stood a chance
when it came time to be gunned
down. (Photo b y D o n n y Cotten)
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J S U Debuts on NEW
Gamecocks’ coach with
family, but team responds
with shutout.
t's not as if the te a m n e e d e d
Craft, a senior right-hander,
a n y in c e n tiv e . It w a s th e allow ed just tw o hits over his
season's first gam e. It was the five innings, fanning seven and
te a m 's first outing on its still-unwalking none. He allow ed tw o
n a m e d new field. A nd it was a singles in the fourth, b u t never
c h a n c e to p ro v e 31-d e g re e a llo w e d an A la b a m a State
w e a th e r is ind ee d OK for base baserunner to a d v a n c e past
ball.
second.
But Ja ckso n ville S tate h a d
Just as im portant, he said,
other incentive.
was recording quick innings so
Before the first pitch was thrown his tea m m a tes w o uldn ' freeze
on the new field, the G am ecocks in the frigid, a rctic te m p e ra 
le a rn e d Em m ie A b b o tt, th e tures th a t left pa tche s o f ice
m other o f o f JSU h e a d c o a c h a n d snow around the field.
Rudy A b bo tt, h a d d ie d after a
C raft struck ou t four o f the
lengthy illness. A b b o tt, under first six hitters he fa c e d , then
standably, was sum m oned b a ck was taken ou t after throw ing
to Anniston to b e with his family. 66 pitches, four short o f his pitch
That left the G am ecocks w ith count.
o u t their h e a d c o a c h , b u t it
"C ra ft did a g o o d jo b to 
stocked the players with plenty day, " said JSU assistant c o a c h
of heartfelt reasons to win.
Skipper Jones, w ho to o k over
"I'm just g la d w e w on it for in A b b o tt's absence. "He g o t
c o a c h A b b o tt's m om ," pitcher us in a n d ou t (o f innings) quick.
Thom as Strain said a fte r th e It was co ld in the dugout, b u t it
G am e cocks' 14-0 shutout o f A la a in 't as co ld as it was standing
b a m a State. "We just g o t to  o u t there, he g o t our hitters
g e th e r a n d said no screw ing b a c k in."
around. He gives his heart a n d
W hich proved to be a wise
soul to us. We c a n give him a t m ove.
least one g o o d g a m e ."
A g a in st le ft-h a n d e r Ruffin
A nd they did.
Washington, A la b a m a State's
Behind a solid, workm anlike o v e r m a tc h e d sta rte r, th e
p e rfo rm a n ce by starting pitcher G am ecocks w asted little tim e
Jason Craft, the G am ecocks won breaking in their new field.
its first g a m e as a Division I te a m
A fte r a scoreless first, Jax
with fe w miscues a n d little worry. State posted a 10-run second

I

Coach Rudy Abbott
th a t used 14 batters a n d saw all
nine in the G a m e co cks' lineup
score. First basem an Mike G ar
ner m a d e history during the in
ning by recording the field's first
hit a n d scoring its first run.
Roby Brooks, JSU's junior third
basem an, highlighted the inning
with a two-run double. Second
basem an J.T. Clark also h a d a
three-run double.
Unlike a t Jax State's previous
home, less-than-spacious Univer
sity Field, the G am ecocks d id n 't
m ake their living o ff hom e runs.
JSU posted 11 hits Tuesday, but
none w ere homers.
O utfielder Jay hobbs nearly recontinued on page 221
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F I E L D WITH A

Coach Abbott has been the head
coach for the Gamecocks for 27
years. Within that time he has
compiled close to 900 wins. Who
knows give him a couple of more
years and he'll probably break a
thousand. (Photo b y E d Hill)

W IN

c o rd e d the field's first hom e run
w hen he tripled off the rightfield
wall in the fourth.
"There w ere p ro ba bly four or
five balls th a t w ould have been
hom e runs in the old ballpark,"
Jones said. "B u t thats' on e o f the
things w e 're trying to g e t ou t of,
not to d e p e n d on the hom e run."
Jax State, w hich for the first

tim e in rece nt m em ory has its
roster built around speed instead
of power, did no t steal a base.
"We really d id n 't g e t a c h a n c e
to steal because o f the big in
ning w e ha d," Jones said.
Strain, while g la d the G a m e 
cocks presented A b b o tt with an
em otional victory, was also g la d
he d id n 't ruin their shutout. He
p itch e d the final tw o innings, bu t
had to work around his four
walks.
In the Hornets' sixth, tw o walks
a n d a single lo a d e d the bases.
Strain, though, b a red dow n, fa n 
ning c a tc h e r William G ay for the
third out.
"I g o t a w a y from my m e c h a n 
ics, " Strain said. "I stopped, took
a b re a th a n d h e a rd C o a c h
A b b o tt scream ing in my ear like
he w ould h a d he been here. I
g o t my m echanics b a c k an d
struck him out, w hich I really
n e e d e d to d o ."
A b bo tt, it seem ed, h a d an e f
fe c t on the o u tc o m e o f the
g a m e - even though he was
elsewhere, a tte n d in g to m uch
m ore im portant business.
Phillip Tutor
Anniston Star
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David Beers hurls a flamer at
the opposition, helping lead the
Gamecocks to victory. (Photo
b y D o n n y Cotten)

Mike Garner, one of the lead
ing hitters for the Gamecocks,
rounds the bases with another
home run. (Ph oto b y D o n n y
C otten)

(Opposite page) Bert Higgins
tries to flag one down for the
Gamecocks. (Photo b y R o ger
LuA llen)
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McGinnis explains, "No game
should be easy; the competi
tion we play is more disci
plined and follow strict guide
lines."
The softball program has
also taken over University Field
where the Men's Baseball
team formerly played. Ac
cording to McGinnis, "The
field is now up to softball stan
he J.S.U. Women's Soft dards and has lost its baseball
ball Program has three look." Having a field on cam
new and exciting incen pus also boosts, recruiting,
players' pride, and school
tives for 1996. The Lady Game
spirit.
cocks move up to a higher
intensity level of play in Divi This year's schedule consists
sion I sports. Coach Jana of playing in a new confer

T
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ence. The Trans American
Athletic Conference (TAAC)
isa well-known softball con
ference that used to have
an automatic bid to the
NCAA National Tourna
ment. They will play against
teams in the Western Divi
sion including Georgia
State, Samford University,
Centenary College, and
Southeastern Louisiana Uni
versity. The top two teams in
each division advance to
Coach Jana McGinnis obviously en
joys the winning ways of the Lady Game
cock Softball Team. (Photo by Ed Hill)

the tournament. As new
comers to Division I, the Lady
Gamecocks are coming to
every game with a winning
attitude. The Lady Game
cocks goals are to make it
to the conference tourna
ment and win.
Five seniors will be leaving
after this season: Wendy
McKibbin, Ann Shelton,
Annie Simpson, Rachel

Stone, and Stephanie Vickers.
Vickers, the only senior to play
at J.S.U. all four years, in her
eyes has, "seen the team
grow stronger every year with
talent and unity." They will
leave a hole to fill for next
year, but McGinnis plans to
keep on with a winning tradi
tion and strong recruitment.
Rachel Riddell

SOFTBALL SCOREBOARD
JSU

Ann Shelton(8). who has broken
several pitching titles at JSU
along with being a power house
at bat as well, receives a highfive from her team mate, Jenni
fer Russo(17). (Photo b y E d Hill)

RECORD
WON - 34
LOST - 8
(As o f 4/9/96)

9
8
6
13
18
17
8
6
3
8
0
5
2
4
8
12
9
7
5
4
2
1
1
2
1
7
7
9
8
3
7
7
2
5
4
7
4
6
4
2
4
2

Opp

Tennessee St.
Tennessee St.
Georgia Southern
Georgia Southern
South Carolina St.
South Carolina St.
Tennessee St.
Florida A&M
Middle Tennessee St.
Troy St.
Troy St.
UTC
UTC
Troy St.
Middle Tennessee St.
Tennessee Tech
Tennessee St.
Tennesse St.
Samford
Samford
Troy St.
Troy St.
Centenary
Centenary
S.E. Louisiana
S.E. Louisiana
Rhode Island
Vermont
Saint Xavier
Brown University
Youngstown St.
Army
Centenary
Centenary
S.E. Louisiana
S.E. Louisiana
Georgia St.
Georgia St.
Troy St.
Troy St.
Austin Peay
Austin Peay

0
0
1
1
0
2
3
0
1
0
1
6
0
0
2
0
7
2
0
5
0
3
0
0
0
3
0
3
1
1
1
0
0
6
1
1
5
1
6
5
0
1
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S h e
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(Photo by Ed Hill)
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(Photo by E d Hill)
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Coach Jana McGinnis gives the Lady
Gamecocks advice during the game. Her
advice has helped lead Lady Gamecock
softball to a winning tradition at JSU.
(Photo b y E d Hill)

Rachel Riddell, a Junior from
Germantown, Illinois, fields the ball and
throws down the runner at first. (Photo
b y E d Hill)

(Opposite page) As the ball is delivered
toward the plate, Ann Shelton keeps her
eye on the ball as she swings at it for a
triple. (Photo b y E d Hill)
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U n d er P ressu re, bu t
i

(Above)
JeDariuas Isaac
rolls out of the
pocket looking
to pick up some
yardage. (Photo
b y Tim H a n b y )

One of the JSU Fastbreakers puts
on a disguise to help confuse the
opposing team. (Photo b y D o n n y

Shneka Whaley drives in for
two as Kathy O'Konski backs
her up. (Photo b y R oger

C otten )

LuA llen)
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k e e p in g a c o o l h e a d .

(Above) Angela
Woodard drives
the volleyball
back as her fel
low teammates
watch. (Ph oto b y
D o n n y Cotten)

Gena Jones prepares to kick the ball
in the 9-1 win over Birmingham
Southern. (Photo b y R o g er LuA llen )

Tonya Boozer cheers on the
“Fighting Gamecock" basketball
team. (Photo b y D o n n y Cotten)
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S erving
IT UP!!!
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Kishani Wickramsinghe, a Junior from
Colombo. Sri Lanka serves one up during
one of JSU’s match. (Photo b y D o n n y
Cotten)

(Above Right) Chrissy Pietro, a Fresh
man from) Peachtree City, Georgia, drives
one back. (Photo b y D o n n y Cotten)
(Lower Right) Tracy Wilder, a Senior
from Jacksonville, prepares to receive a
serve. (Photo b y D o n n y Cotten)
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Te n n i s !!!
Dito Panea, a Senior from
Alicante, Spain, serves one
up in one of JSU’s many
tennis matches. (Photo b y
D o n n y Cotten)
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Alvaro Restrepo,
a Sophomore
from
Miami,
ponders his next
move. (Photo b y

John Jacobson, a Junior from Bir
mingham, takes his stance to re
ceive a serve. (Ph oto b y D o n n y
C otten )

D o n n y Cotten)

Alvaro
Ballesteros, a
Sophomore from
Badenton,
Florida, digs in
awaiting the
ball. (Ph oto b y
D o n n y Cotten)
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rom the sm all child to the grown
adult, sp o rts has a lw a ys held a
place in many peoples hearts. The
"Fig hting G am ecocks" of Jacksonville
State University will always be rem em 
bered as one of the athletic powerhouses'
in the Division II sports program. Tim es
have changed on the "Friend liest Cam 
pus in The So uth," as Jax State m oves up
to Division I play, with som e new sports to
carry along with it.
The Gam ecocks are sure to revive the
past glories of JSU 's sports programs, by
hopefully bringing the school one more
national cham pionship trophies to house
on cam pus. W hether Coach Burgess,
Jones, Abbott, McGinnis, Hobbs, Bailey,
Slay, Howe, Bell, or Austin bring home a
National Cham pionship, the students at
JSU will throw their full support on the
team s of Jax State, as they have done so
many tim es in the past.

F

JSU’s Roby Brooks
slides safely into
second base. (Photo b y
R oger LuAllen)

236 Athletics

Until next yea r — —
rolls -------------------------------

AROUND OR-------------------SLIDES AROUND,
G o Gamecocks! ! ! ! ! ! !

Athletics 237
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ut o f the almost 8,000 students o f JSU some

O

managed to reach beyond the normalcy of

everyday c o lle g e life and achieve recognition

from their fellow students and faculty.
Receiving her title, Miss JSU gained more responsibilities as
pageant directors changed the duties o f JSU’s representative
to this year’s Miss Alabama Pageant.
Still, others decided to remain anonymous while performing
tasks that helped maintain the innerworkings o f JSU’s social
as well as professional activities and events.
Through each person’s dedication, they provided diversity
that brought many changes to our university and its surrounding
cities. By coming together as a collective group o f students,
these individuals brought a unity to the campus o f Jacksonville
State.

People
changing shades

Among the many sculptures done
by art students, this large human
head was the project of Jeff Sok.
(Photo b y D o n n y Cotten)
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ASPIRATIONS
Sheila also attended the Univer
hen Miss Sheila Evans came
sity of South Alabama for one se
to Jacksonville State U
r
e
iv
n
sity, she had many aspira mester. In result, she later came to
school of her choice—Jack
tions. To name a few, there wasthe
hope
to pledge a sorority, become a sonville State University.
Sheila has also come into her
scholar, make new friends, as well as
enjoy the pleasures of living indepen own while studying at JSU. She is
dently. Interestingly, Sheila has ac currently in the JSU band as a Bal
complished all of those aspirations lerina. She also teaches aerobics
and then some. In October, Sheila and works as a student athletic
Evans became the new Homecom trainer. She says she has a genuine
interest in Jacksonville and would
ing Queen of JSU.
Born on December 14, 1974, to rather stay here on the weekend
James and Aline Evans, Sheila was than go home. Sheila replies, " I
destined to be a success. She at love it here. Everybody's so nice
tended Emma Samson High School in and so polite. I believe this really is
Gadsden, Alabama, where she "The Friendliest Campus in the
graduated in 1992. She admits that So u th ."
Sheila is currently classified as a
she was not in many pageants in the
past because it wasn't what she re junior and is majoring in Exerc ise
ally wanted to do. However, Shiela Science and Wellness. She intends
has always wanted to attend JSU. to graduate from JSU in 1996 and
She says, "I've always wanted to will later attain her MA in her field
come here because my friends and I of study.
Sheila's crowning of Homecom
would come down to the football
ing Queen was not only a big day,
games and have fun."

W

Hugs and congratulations come
from all around as members of the
Marching Ballerinas surround their
crowned co-dancer.
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While cameras all around her flash,
the new Homecoming Queen stands
and smiles.

but also an even bigger night. Sur
prisingly, Sheila was given a party in
her honor by her sorority sisters of Phi
Mu and the fraternity brothers of
Sigma Phi Epsilon, who also gave her
a dozen roses.
She explains, "I had come back
from dinner with my parents when my
friend called and said there would
be some alumni visiting another
friend's house. When I got to the
place, there was a banner congratu
lating me across the front. I thought
I was going to cry."
She also says that her parents were
very proud and greeted her with an
armful of stuffed lions.
Sheila says her future plans are to
continue training and possibly branch
off into cardiac rehabilitation or physi
cal therapy.
Sheila Evans: beauty, brains, tal
ent, and truly a woman of today and
the days to come.
Kimberly Jackson

Proud to have the advantage of being her
escort. Sheila’s father is one of the first
to hug the 1996 Homecoming Queen.
(Photo b y D o n n y Cotten)

The old and the new--at
half-time of the Home
coming game. 1995
queen Kris Bush
crowns the 1996 queen
Sheila Evans.(Photo b y
D o n n y Cotten)

Sorority sister and
friend Emily Hawk
takes a moment to
congratulate Sheila on
her new title. (Photo b y
D o n n y Cotten)
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Crowned Miss JSU. Allison Marques
will push her platform “Create a Love
of Literature" while spending time with
young children and encouraging them
to stay in school.
(Photo b y D o n n y Cotten.)
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RECEIVING SUPPORT,
GIVING ENCOURAGEMENT
n January 13, 1996, se w hen she w on the preliminary a t
nior Allison Marques was her high school. She has always
cro w n ed the new Miss w a n te d to win the Miss JSU p a g e a n t
because
JSU. It was the second tim
e she as she says, “It has a great
has p a rtic ip a te d in the p a g e a n t, aura surrounding it." Allison says th a t
an d it will be the second tim e for everyone was very supportive of her
her to be in the Miss A lab am a in the Miss JSU p a g e a n t. "I have tw o
g re a t parents," she says.
p a gea nt.
An only child, Allison was born
P ageant Director Allen Reynolds
in Birmingham a n d g ra d u a te d says th a t Allison will a tte n d several
from Huffman High School. Both speaking engagem ents, including
of her parents g ra d u a te d from one a t Kitty Stone Elementary, the
Jacksonville State University, and, hospitals, a n d SGA meetings. "It's
since her m ajor is in Early C hild going to be different. The exposure
hood an d Elementary Education, is g o in g to b e th e re this ye a r,"
it was only natural for Allison to Reynolds says. Both Allison a n d
Reynolds agree th a t they are going
a tte n d JSU.
Allison b e g a n co m p e tin g in to pu t more emphasis on her p la t
pageants a b o u t four years a g o form “ C reate a Love of Literature."

O

Allison believes her platform is the
most im portant thing, an d, as she
speaks to a u d ie n c e s , e sp e cia lly
young adults, she wants to be sure
to stress the im p ortance of staying in
school an d learning to read and
write. She says th a t if she could c o n 
vince p e o p le to stay in school then
she m ight cou ld co n vin ce them th a t
even though the y m ay not be able
to a tte n d co lle g e they will be ab le
to fill out a jo b applica tion .
Allison is very excited a b o u t being
Miss JSU. “ It feels great. It was real
exciting, especially the first week.
I'm lucky to have a g re a t director,
an d several other p e o p le on c a m 
pus have been real supportive."
Brandy McKiven

(Ph otos b y D o n n y Cotten.)
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M R. A N D MISS J A X STATE

ot only has Jeff Atkins served as Greek

N

God and President of Sigma Phi Epsilon,
he is also Mr. Jax State 1996.

As a freshman Jeff was honored with a membership

M

iss Jax Sta te 1996, Kris Bush is a
fam iliar face around JSU.

She

has been a gam ecock ballerina

fo r several years.

She is a mem ber O f Delta

in Phi Eta Sigma. He is a juniorstudying education. Jeff

Zeta sorority. Kris also served as Hom ecoming

served as an SGA senator for 2 terms, where he served

Queen in 1995. Kris is a C om m unication major

on the recycling committee.

studying public relations.

He volunteered at the Jacksonville Housing Author
ity, Coosa Valley Youth Authority, and with Toys for
Tots.
As a second generation JSU student, Jeff is excited
about representing his school.
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Allison Graydon

M R . A N D MISS J A X STATE

JEFF A T K IN S A N D K R IS B U SH
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MR. AND MISS FRIENDLY
t is hard to miss Rod Beal on campus. With his

I

fire-red hair, freckles, and mile-wide smile, he is
easily recognizable. Jax State now knows Rod as

1996 Mr. Friendly.

J

ulie Hendon is Jacksonville State University's
1996 Miss Friendly.

She was nominated by

her sorority Alpha Omicron Pi. Julie served as

vice-president of AOTT.

As a freshman she was

For three years Rod has been a successful Game

awarded membership in the honorary organization

cock cheerleader. He served as captain of the squad

Phi Eta Sigma. She is also a member of the economics

for one year and received the Collegiate All-Ameri

honor society and Omicron Delta Kappa national

can Cheerleader award. He will also represent JSU in

honor society.

Team Am erica-a n elite squad promoting the 1996

Olympics in Atlanta.
Rod is a senior studying social work and recreation.
He worked as a volunteer at such institutions as the
Cherokee County Nursing Home. He is a member of
Sigma Phi Epsilon, where he served as vice-president
of recruitment.
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Julie is a junior studying marketing. For fun, she
participates in intramural sports with her sorority.
Allison Graydon

M R . A N D M ISS F R IE N D L Y

R O D BEAL A N D JULIE H E N D O N
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Who

Who’s

WHO’S WHO
Among
Students
in American
Universities
and Colleges

his year, 85 JSU students were selected to be included on the list of W ho's Who
Am ong Students in Am erican Universities and Colleges. It takes more than just
m aintaining a high GPA to be given this honor. These students had to b a la n c e
extracurricular activities, social activities, and jobs while keeping intellectual grow th and
excellence a t the to p of their lists of priorities. These students are leaders. They serve the
University in various ways. Each offers something unique to the University and its students.
The M im osa is proud to recognize these students w ho have been honored as the best in
Am erican universities an d colleges.

T

W ho's Who A m ong Students in Am erican universities and Colleges
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Q:

Pam W. Helton

Amanda Swader

Jennifer Leigh
Howell

What will you miss most about JSU ?
Jacksonville,
AL
Recreation
Administration
Omicron Delta
Kappa. Baptist
Campus
Ministries,
Health. Physi
cal Education,
and Recreation
Club.
“...the wonder
ful friends that
I've made with
many of the
faculty, staff,
and students."

Weaver. AL
Nursing
FastBreakers,
Jacksonville
Association of
Nursing Stu
dents, Omicron
Delta Kappa.
Sigma Theta
Tau, Sigma Tau
Delta, Phi Eta
Sigma. Nurses
Christian
Fellowship,
“ ...the warm
and friendly
faces of the
Admissions and
Records Office."

Anniston,AL
Nursing
International
House. Phi Eta
Sigma. Omicron
Delta Kappa.
Jacksonville
Association of
Nursing Stu
dents. Intramu
ral Sports.
“The Interna
tional House
Program. I
have lived there
for four years."

Tonya Phillips

Spencer Johnson

Ohatchee, AL
Vocal Perfor
mance
A Cappella
Choir. Baptist
Campus
Ministry.
Chamber
Singers.
“...all of the
people that I
have met and
have grown to
love while I've
been here."

Gina Michelle
L ogan

Jacksonville,
AL
Marketing
American
Marketing
Association—
President,
Omicron Delta
Epsilon.
Omicron Delta
Kappa. Jack
sonville Chris
tian Student
Center.
“...seeing all of
my buddies—
and some of my
favorite profes
sors in the
business
department."

Piedmont, AL
Chemistry
SGA Senate.
Omicron Delta
Kappa, PR/
Publications
Editor. Casino
Night Committee
Member.
"...the relation
ships I have with
my JSU friends.
Although some
friendships will be
carried through
out life, others will
be lost."

Jonesboro. GA
Computer Science
and Mathematics
Student Organiza
tion for Deaf
AwarenessSecretary, Baptist
Campus Minis
tries.
“...the friendly
community that
embraced me as
soon as I arrived.”

Kimberly M.
Byron
Who’s Who 249

Q:

Why did you come to JSU?
Gallant, AL
Secondary
Education
Beta Beta Beta,
Kappa Delta Pi,
Health,PE, and
Recreation
Club. Softball
Team.

in t e r e s t e d in its

Gadsden. AL
Nursing
Sigma Theta
Tau, Jackson
ville Association
of Nursing
Students,
National
Student Nurses
Association.

c o u n s e lin g

“...t h e r e p u t a 

p r o g r a m a n d fo r ]

Cayey, AL
Community
Agency
Counseling
Fastbreakers,
Omicron Delta
Kappa. Chi
Sigma Iota.
“...I mas

m a sters

tion o f th e

th e c h a n c e to

p r o g r a m .'

C o lle g e o f

p l a y o n th e

N u r s in g ."

fa s tp itc h

Deborah Gaskey

Nilda I. Ortiz

Ranburne, AL
Forensic
Investigation
Lambda Alpha
Epsilon. Alpha
Phi Sigma.
“It was k n o w n

“V o lu n t e e r in g in

to h a v e o n e o f

th e A I D S

th e b e s t c rim i

S e r v ic e s C e n t e r

n a l J u s tic e

t r ig g e r e d m y

p r o g r a m s to

d e s i r e to e n r o ll

o f f e r to p e o p l e . "

s o ft b a ll t e a m . "

Steele. AL
Special Educa
tion
Magna Cum
Laude Gradu
ate, Kappa
delta Epsilontreasurer, Kappa
Delta Pi.
Council for
Exceptional
Children.

in J S U 's S c h o o l

'. . . t h e y o f f e r a n

o f S o c ia l W o r k . "

e x c e lle n t

Marshall Brian
Merrill

Birmingham. AL
Recreation
Administration
Alpha Omicron
Pi, Wesley
Foundation:
Ensemble and
Tutoring
Coordinator.
"M y m oth er a n d
g ra n d m o th er
a tte n d e d J S U ."
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Glenda Hunter

Oxford. AL
Social Work
Social Work
Club. Sociology
Club, Psychol
ogy Club, Phi
Eta Sigma.

Vel S. McKleroy

Renee Copeland

"...t h e e d u c a t i o n

Tori A. Goode

Kathy B. Richey

progra m

in my

f i e l d o f s t u d y ."

Rogersvllle. AL
Communication
and English
Peer Counselor.
Mimosa.
Society of
Professional
Journalists,
Omicron Delta
Kappa. Baptist
Campus
Ministries.

Anniston, AL
Biology
Tri-Beta
Biological
Honor Society.
Omicron Delta
Kappa. Phi Eta
Sigma, workstudy.
“...it w a s a
school w h e r e I
could g e t a g o o d

“...a ll th a t th e

e d u c a tio n f o r a n

c o m m u n ic a t io n

a f f o r d a b le

d ep a rtm en t h ad

p ric e ."

to o f f e r ."

April Lynn
Christopher

Q:

What is your greatestJS U m em ory?
Blue Ridge. GA
Music
Education
Omicron Delta
Kappa, Music
Educators
National
Conference,
Marching
Southerners.
Symphonic
Band, Drama.
“...going
through the
Blizzard of '93
with some of
my closest
friends."

Gadsden. AL
Elementary
Education
Phi Eta Sigma.
Kappa Delta Pi.
Omicron Delta
Kappa.

Berlin. PA
Criminal
Justice
Varsity Rifle
Team. Alpha
Phi Sigma.
Omicron Delta
Kappa.

"...m y f a v o r i t e

“. ..w h e n th e

p r o fe s s o r . D r.

rifle t e a m

E ls ie W r ig h t ."

‘ rep resen ted
J S U f o r th e f i r s t
tim e a t th e
N C A A N a tio n a l

Adam C. Barton

C h a m p io n 
s h ip s . "

Cary A. Johnson

Elaine Eubanks

Glencoe, AL
Sociology
Volunteer Tutor
for the Center
for Individual
ized Instruc
tion.
"...tu to r in g
In te r n a tio n a l
a n d A m e r ic a n
s tu d e n ts ."

•

Keith
Blankenship

Harold Dean
Batie

Kimberly Anne
McMurry

Gadsden, AL
Early
Childhood
Education
Kappa Delta
Epsilon. Kappa
Delta Pi.
Jacksonville
Association for
the Education
of Young
Children.
“...meeting
JSU's own Miss
America.
Heather
Whitestone."

Scottsboro, AL
Criminal
Justice
Alpha Phi
Sigma. Ameri
can Criminal
Justice
Association,
Baptist
Campus
Ministries.
"...meeting my
wife and movie
nights with my
friends Nate
and Scott."

Anniston. AL
Secondary
Education
Peer Counselor,
SGA Senator.
Alpha

Omicron PiCorresponding
Secretary.
Panhellenic—

Greek Week
Chairman.
"...t h e tim e I
h a ve spent as a
Peer

Kristi Lea
Regner

C o u n s e lo r ."

Attalla, AL
Social Work
Phi Alpha
Honor Society
for Social
Workers, Social
Work Club.
Hiring Commit
tee for New
Teacher.

Guatemala
Management
International
Student Orga
nization-VicePresident,
Resident
Assistant. SGA
Senator.
"T h e B liz z a r d o f
19 9 3 w a s th e

"...c o n g r e g a tin g

f ir s t tim e I s a w

w ith f r i e n d s a t
th e R o o s t . "

s n o w in m y
life ."

Marlene
Alvarez-Medina

Mark C. Johnson
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:Q
Dedra L. Beene

What are
Gadsden. AL
Nursing
Sigma Theta
Tau. Jackson
ville Association
of Nursing
Students.
National
Student Nurses'
Association.
"To secure a
challenging
position as part
of a health care
team; trauma
nursing."

Rebecca Phillips

Banjul, the
Gambia
Public Adminis
tration
Amnesty
International,
International
Student Orga
nization.

Henager, AL
Home
Economics
Education
Alabama
Association of
Family &
Consumer
Sciences,
Kappa Delta Pi.
“...to teach in
the Family and
Consumer
Science Field &
work on a
Masters de
gree."

Russellville. AL
Music
Education
Phi Mu Alpha.
Wind
Ensemble.
Marching
Southerners,
Kappa Delta Pi
Omicron Delta
Kappa.
’ ...a t te n d
g r a d u a t e school
a t th e U n i v e r 

Christopher
Lindley

Gadsden, AL
Economics and
Political Sci
ence
SGA President.
Phi Mu Soror
ity. Omicron
Delta Epsilon.
Order of
Omega.

’ ...to p u r s u e a

Leopold Sambou

yourour future pla

Southside. AL
Social Work
Omicron Delta
Kappa, National
Association for
Social Workers.
Internship at
Department of
Human Re
sources--Etowal
County.

"...a t te n d la w

in In te r n a tio n a l

school a n d b e

“..w o r k o n m y

A ffa ir s a n d

one o f

m a s t e r s a t th e

te a c h in h ig h e r

A l a b a m a 's m o s t

U n iv e r s it y o f

e d u c a t io n . "

p r o m in e n t

A l a b a m a ."

Emily Hawk

a t t o r n e y s ."

Courtney Beason
Charlton

Jacksonville.
AL
General Studies
Phi Eta Sigma.
Student
Organization
for Deaf Aware
ness.

“...to w o r k a s a

Birmingham.
AL
Geography
Ranger
Company
Commander,
Alpha Phi
Alpha
FraternityPresident.
"I w ill s e r v e m y

n u r s e in p e d i a t 

c o u n try a s a n

lib ra ria n .

rics.

"

“...to g o to
g ra d u a te sch ool
and becom e a

In fa n tr y O ffic e r
in th e U n it e d

252 People

F lo r id a ."

d o c to r a l d e g r e e

Brentwood. NH
Nursing
Phi EtaSigma.
Catholic
Students
Organization.
Jacksonville
Association of
Nursing Stu
dents.

Melissa Souza

s it y o f S o u t h

George E. Harris

S ta te s A r m y . "

Patricia AnnErwin Ficklen

”

Q:

What advice would you give to a new JSU student?
Devonshire,
Bermuda
Music Education
Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority. Sigma
Alpha Iota. Kappa
Delta Epsilon,
Omicron Delta
Kappa, Intramural
Basketball.

Kimberly
Simmons

Anniston, AL
Social Work
Social Work Club.
National
Association of
Social Workers.
Omicron Delta
Kappa, Beta
Chapter Phi Alpha
Honor Society.

“I c a n d o a ll th in g s

“M a k e th e m o s t o f

th r o u g h C h r is t

y o u r e d u c a t io n

w h o stre n g th e n s

O p p o r t u n it y ; th e

me."

w o r l d y o u w ill

(P h il. 4 :1 3 )

g r a d u a t e in to is

Dennis E.
Etheridge

Oxford, AL
Psychology
Omicron Delta
Kappa--Vice
President, Psy
Chi; Health, PE,
and Recreation
Club: Tutor for the
Center for Indi
vidualized Instruc
tion.
“Be p r e p a r e d .

lo o k in g f o r th e
b e s t ."

Atlanta. GA
Biology
Tri-Beta-VicePresident, Omi
cron Delta Kappa,
Cross-Country
Track Team.
“K e e p s tr iv in g f o r
y o u r g o a ls , a n d
d o n 't let a n y o n e
d is c o u r a g e y o u . "

M a k e a g o o d fir s t

Ginger Nicole
Cruse

impression.
Committ y o u r s e l f
to c o n s t a n t s e l f im p r o v e m e n t .

"

Donna Marie
Bailey

Spring
Garden. AL
Early
Childhood
Education
Alpha Omicron
Pi, Omicron
Delta Kappa.
Jacksonville
Association of
Young Chil
dren.

Piedmont, AL
Physical
Education
Health, PE. and
Recreation Club,
ASAHPERD Club.
Jump Rope for
Heart.
“Be p r e p a r e d to
p a y h ig h e r tu 
ition. "

“...to p a r tic ip a te
and becom e

Heather Formby

i n v o lv e d in th e
m a n y a c tiv itie s
th a t a r e a v a il

Christopher
Edward Hanson

a b le o n c a m 
p u s ."
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Q:

What advice would you give to a new JSU student?

Micheal A.
Dalesandro

Geraldine. AL
Home
Economics
Education
Student
Organization
o f Family and
Consumer
Sciences.
“Study, have
fun. and
remember
God has a
plan for each
o f us."

Jacksonville,
AL
Biology
Psi C h i, Tri
Beta, Phi Eta
Sigma.
“Don’t be in
such a hurry
to leave: it's
really an
enjoyable
experience."

Lisa M. Sanford

Jay F.
Mishalanie

Birmingham,
AL
Clinical
Psychology
SGA Senator.
Sigma Phi
Epsilon
Fraternity.
Marching
Southerners.
‘T h e re is no
danger in
thinking big.
Give you rself
a chance to
succeed by
taking intelli
gent risks."

The people listed here were unable to have their pictures m ade for inclusion within
these pages of recognition. Their achievem ent and accomplishments, however,
earned them the right to be honored.
Joe Adams
Darlene Audy
Melissa Boudreaux
Angela Burgess
Tina Calloway
Andra Clay
Ebun Croom-Osaze
Jeffrey Daily
April Daniel
Kimberly Franks
Mory Gaddy

Lori Giers
Moira Graham
Brandie Holladay
Kristie Jones
Tara Jones
Caroline Kalinowski
Sherri Lankford
Sherry Mabry
Christopher Mays
Teresa McCloud
Leslie McCoy

Ingeborg Molaison
Kisagwa Muggu
Sara Munson
Cynthia Murray
Billie Pearce
Jacy Pettis
Cassi Richey
Jessica Robinson
Timothy Saccucci
Melissa Schwartz
Remona Sewell

Willie Shirey
Amy Small
Emily Taylor
Julie Tolbert
Edwin Turner
Mary Van
Slambrouck
Uma
Vullaganti
Christy Wilson

Not Pictured

Not Pictured

Tina Renee
Robertson

Oxford, AL
Nursing
Sigma Nu
Fraternity,
RO TC, Inter
fraternity
Council,Omicron
Delta Kappa.
Order o f
Omega.
Scabbard and
Blade.
"Balance your
schedule
between social
and educa
tional activi
ties from the
beginning."

PEOPLE
April Clayron
Allison Crawford
Diane Culpepper
Dan Duhon
Jonathan Downy

Scott Heffner
Ed Hollings
Aimumwosa
Larry Iyayi
Eric Lewis
Mark Lui

Vicky R. M iller
Tim Najjar
Igor Pozdnyskov
Leopold Samboy
Christopher
Simpson

G R A D U A TES

Banyon Allison
Lorenza Bodie
Shirley Brantley
Lam ar Buckner
Shawn Castleberry

Tracy E. Stark
Leacle W. W aters
Steve W omble
Thom as B.
Woodall
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Chris Allen
Doris Allen
John M. Alston
Stephanie Baker
Donna Bailey

SENIORS

Shannon Bailey
Nathan Barclay
Scott Barkley
Adam C. Barton
Marbie Baugh

Rod Beal
Stacy Bell
Hope Bice
Patty Bobo
Sharon R. Bone

Mihai Botea
Bob Boyle
Charlisa Brooks
Brandi Byers
Kimberly M. Byron

Brenda Chandler
Zhang Chaoxi
Haroon Chaudhry
Penny Chaviers
Stephen Claborn

Brian Clervoix
David Coffey
Elizabeth I. Coker
Edward Coleman
Cale Collins

Chris Colvard
Merian Cooley
Matt Crandon
Rodney Crendshaw
Ginger Cruse

256 People

Hjordis Culpepper
Rusty Day
Malcolm J. Davidson
Chris Dempsey
LaTonya Dixon
Stacie Dixon

Kelli Dobbs
Askari Dougan
Kevin Driskill
Kip Echols
Carol Edwards
Scott Ford

Candice L. Fortune
Katherine Forster
Angela Foster
Eric Gargus
Charles Gembes
David Giddens

Charles P. Glazner
Adam Glenday
Tori A. Goode
Daryl R. Greene
Heather Griffin
Lenore Hagood

Shirley Hall
Mark Hamlin
Patricia Hammett
Beth Hare
Brain Haynes
Emily Hawk

Kelly Headrick
Julie Marie Hedden
Pam Helton
Francis J. Henriquez
Lincoln S. Higdon
Gena Holcombe

John Holliday
Amanda Honea
Jennifer Howell
Jackie Humphries
Glenda Hunter
Aaron Husk

Seniors 257

Joan Spain Irvin
Stanley A. Jackson
Bryan Jamison
Cary A. Johnson
Danna Johnson
Mark Johnson

David Allen Jones
Debra Jones
Firat Karsu
Flonzetta Kelly
Michael Knight
Saju Koshy

Anthony
Landingham
John Latham
Tammy Lawson
Chad Lewis
Mike Liu
Bob Loehr

Roger Luallen
Kelcey Lucas
J. Eric McCulley
Bob B. McPherson
Marlene AlvarezMedina
Daniela Medlock

Botea Mihai
Stacy Leigh Miller
Jinny Mobley
Ingeborg Molaison
Melanie Moore
Wendi M. Moring

Mike Myers
Chris Nabors
DeAnn Nance
Nabin R. Nepal
Kathrine O. Nichols
Shannon Patterson

Yevonne Pearce
Glenn Phillips
Rebecca Phillips
Tonya Phillips
Mark Poillucci
Amy K. Ponder

258 People

Sam Pritchett
Chris Purser
Kristi Regner
Beth Ann
Richards
Pamela Robertson
Jessica A.
Robinson

Alan Rochester
Marla Sharp
Kimberly simmons
Daniel Eric Smith
Janet Smith
Wendy Smith

Lori Steele
Michael T. Stephens
Latissa Stevenson
Brian C. Tarrance
Derrick Taylor
Russell Lee Taylor

Noriyoshi Terashima
Cindy Thaxton
Betrina Thomas
Brett Thomas
Belinda Thompson
Stephanie Thompson

Michael Thornton
Sarah Triplett
Donna Tucker
Jason Turner
Terrie L. Turner
Farrell Walker

Aleasia Ward
Greg White
Donna S. Williamson
Robert Wilson III
Sukenna Wilson
Jennifer Wise

Suzanne Woodall
Denise Yeager
Msemaji Yusuf
Dee Zimmerman

Seniors 259

JUNIORS

Christy Allen
Robert Baldwin
Brandi Ballard
Richard Bard
Dixie Bearden

Susan Renee Beck
Amy Bentley
Misty Bethune
Chanell Beverly
Misty Bickerstaff

Hylan Bishop
William Bolton
Jason Brown
Leia Brown
Kevin Philip Bryant

Lisa Burk
Dawn Camp
Tijuana N. Campbell
Juan Cruz Caceres
Hayley Cash

Leo Castellon
Chris Carpenter
Shannon Chambers
Gretchen Chatman
Kenny Clevenger

Andreanna Clifton
Alicia Cohill
Bridgett Coleman
Harold Comine
Matthew C. Crouse

Kevin Curbin
Stefanie D. Dalton
Erika Davis
Daniel Dean
Bridgette Dickers

260 People

Amiee Dobbins
Judy Durham
Ava Enghon
Kim Ethridge
Terry Etheridge
Heather Formby

Tim Fowler
Marcus Fuller
Tim Gallahar
Tawnya Gandy
Amy M. Gentry
Jorge J. Gonzalez

Tony Grav ette
Danny Gregory
Mandy Gunter
Terran Hayden
Billy O. Hardin
Margie E. Haynes

Marilyn May Hudson
LaShell Humphrey
Jennifer L. Houston
Akihito Ishiwatari
Carlos Jackson
Shane James

Sarah M. Jayne
Rhonda Johnson
Tassy Johnson
Jennifer Jolley
John J. Jones, II
Zanita Jordan

Tina Lankford
Michael L. Lewis
Sean D. Machristie
Patricia Marks
Tanja Marlow
Stanley L. Maroney

Kimberly Marston
Robert Mayben
Kennest Meador
Laura R. Mendora
Corrine Montgomery
Leslie Naugher

Juniors 261

Joshua Newton
Nyang Njie
Katherine O'Konski
Marcrelo Oliveira
Kim Shields
Robbie Patti

Corey K. Petty
Alexis Phillips
Rick Phillips
Craig Raber
K. C. Rajendra
Steven Reed

Alana Richey
Rachel Riddell
Laura Robbins
Christy Robinson
Kim Rodgers
Patrick Rogers

Judson Rutland
Lou Ann Sawyer
Rebecca Sharp
Niyah E. Simpson
Scott Smith
Fred Smith

Chris Standford
Jonathan Sutton
Dorothy Taylor
John Triplett
Bryan Thrower
Flemeca Underwood

Brian Watson
Andrea Weems
Tasha Wells
David White
Lisa Renee Wiley
Carla Williams

Shannon Williams
Steven Wolfe
Tak-Yuk Wong
Kate Yancy
Jennifer Young

262 People

Jamie Allen
Kenya R. Allen
Robin Barclay
April Batey
Lewis Battle

Lisa Bunn
Sharilyn Burger
Brandi Burke
Angela Carlisle
Robert Chappelow

DaJuan Chappell
Cordelia Chatman
Kenneth Chitwood
Gary Chumney
Chris Collins

Donny R. Cotten
Ben Cunningham
Dale Dumas
Alejandro Figuerua
Carlos G. Fiol

Brian W. French
Ashley Fuqua
Rhondrea Gardner
Jennifer Giovanni
James David Goss

SOPHOMORES

Jonique Bazile
Lee Biddle
Aimee Brock
Jamelle Brown
Carla Ruth Bryan

Gordon Gossett
Lesley Gray
John W. Griffin
Brian Harbison
Heather Harbison

Sophomores 263

Thomas Harp
Reagan Harper
Allen Hartline
Phillip Henderson
Karsha L. Hill
Nathan Hodge

Scott Hopkin
Dwight Imor
Kim Jackson
Michael Jatta
Uyladia Jarmon
John Jenkins, II

Tonya Johns
Corbett Johnson
Iris Johnson
Darrol Jones
John Eric Knight
Marissa Larabee

Jarod Lewis
Beverly H. Liner
Amy K. Lummus
Erwin De Man
Kyrah L. Marable
Erica McDaniel

John L. McDonald
Suzanne McDonald
Heather McFall
Julie McGatha
Lawrence McGraw,
Jr.
Amy Michael

Monique Moore
Kim J. Moten, Sr.
Curtis L. Murphy
Heather Musick
Bridget New
Dock W. Nowell, Jr.

Mary Ann Owens
David L. Parker
Paulette B. Parks
Quintin Percentie
Andrea Peters
Michelle Proper

264 People

Mary H. Rayner
Al D. Restrepo
Bobby Ritter
Marie Roberson
Tina Roberson
Will Roe

Jim Rowe
Matt Scott
Nacole Scott
Jameel Shabazz
Rajesh Shahi
Semaj Va ShonCasey

Mikita Showers
Marisa Sifuentes
Colbert Smith
Christy Starks
Lisa Taylor
LaCrysta Teague

Eric J. Theall
Julia Tierce
Michala Tyus
Greg Walker
Kelly Whatley
Sally Wheat

Joseph White
Jason White
Shelley Whorton
Rhonda Wilks
Amy Williams
Byron D. Williams

Davina Williams
Rachael Witt
Timichalla T. Young

Sophomores 265

FRESHMEN

Jose Alba
Traci L. Baker
Jessica Barker
Christie Barnard
Jennifer Barton

Roshan Basner
Shane Bean
Stephen Bearden
Devin D'Juan
Beasley
Teddy Beasley

Roshan Basner
Shane Bean
Stephen Bearden
Devin D'Juan
Beasley
Teddy Beasley

Marta Boris
Christy Bryant
Courtney Brosang
Cameron Brown
J. R. Brown

Opal Buganski
Suplya Buganski
Dereka Burrows
Michael Burt
James Adam Butler

Jennifer S. Cabe
Helen Campbell
Monique Carlisle
Shannon Carr
Amy Carrett

Nicole Chambers
Dana Chandler
William Chandler
Shelena Childress
Amanda Clements

266 People

Cory Clifton
Eric C. Coleman
Brian Cook
Maurice Cooper
Gloria Craig
Summer Crawford

Secedrick Crockett
Namon Andrew
Curtis
Casey Daffron
Lester Darby
Christal Davis
Daniel DeCarlo

Scott Deuel
Eric Dew
Scott Dollar
Anton Donaldson
Anne Dover
Emanuel Dressie

Abbey Drigot
Michael Duncan
Charles J. Dusart, II
Maria Ebner
Kelly Edwards
Tonia Ellis

Kerry Estell
Bryan Fain
Charity
Faulkenberry
LaShanda Faulknor
William Flowers
Mark Freeman

Todd Gable
Eric Gaddis
Crystal Gallahar
Heather Gay
Todd Gray
Shalini Goenua

Emily A. Gong
Rishaundra Grant
David Grider
Kelsey Griffin
Joey Hadley
Maurice Hambnde

Freshmen 267

Jamie Hankins
Whitney Hardin
Carrie Haynes
Jamie Higgins
Laura Higgins
Yula Hildmann

Nada Himmo
Vicil Hanig
Terrance Horton
Tim Hulsey
Jamie Humphreys
Gena Inglis

Michael Jackson
Thomas Jackson
Jason Jankowski
Tara Jennings
Angela Johnson
Corey Johnson

Damond Johnson
Joe E. Johnson, Jr.
Salik Johnson
Tomeika Johnson
Tennyson Johnson
Kawana M. Jones

Michelle Juarez
Jennifer Justice
Dustin Kamppi
David Kelly
Richard Kelly
Heth Kendrick

Marcus A. Kennedy
Bill King
Jason Kirby
Shannon Kirby
Hilda Kirksey
Christopher Kitts

Keiichi Kosaka
Kristin E. Kraska
An Kyongman
Chris Latta
Anthony Lankford
Amanda Laughlin

268 People

Tamee Levert
Ahmed Leyva
Ryan Livingston
Chris Luker
G. DeAngelo Lyons
Tomohori Makita

Tracy Marlow
Anje Martin
Eric Martin
Bryan David Matoner
Tammy G. McCain
Susan L. McClellan

Michael McCoy
Samuel McCullough
Marshelley McGhee
Brandy McKiven
Tiya McNabb
Shemika Merritt

Gregg Meyer
Matt Mierre
Kristen Milam
Amy Mims
Scotty Mitchell
Christy Money

Angela Morgan
Meredith Morris
Phillip Morrison
Mandy Muller
Shannon Murray
Cobby Marie
Newman

Melissa Nugent
Rachel O'Dell
Amanda Ogle
Autumn Oliver
Brian Palumbo
Joshua D. Parker

Kenneth Pate
Kimberly Patrick
Brian E. Patton
Brock Peace
Ashley Philpot
Blake Pilgrim
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Kevin D. Pinchon
Carmen Poole
Jessica Poore
Laurie Prather
Daniel Price
Jonathan Rannow

Brandon Reis
Suzie Rome
April Rotenberry
Laura C. Russell
Sheree Russell
Marcia Ryan

Adam Schante
Ohmar Shaw
Onna N. Shelborne
Tricia Shelnutt
Kwame Shujaa
Nigill Simmons

Milton Esmtos
Brandon Singleton
Craig M. Smith
J. Scott Smith
Jamie L. Smith
Kevin L. Smith

Shad Smith
April Stanton
Christi Steed
Laura Steward
Kasey Stewart
Crystal Streeter

David Sullivan
Omar Sullivan
Regina Swain
Bryan Swann
Xiavlan Tang
Mark Taylor

Vanja Tepaveevic
Jay Thomas
Robert L. Thompson
Pamela Thomasson
Meredith Tucker
Kevin Turley

270 People

Farrah Vise
Kenneth J. Waites
Brian Waldrop
Adam J. Wallace
Kelvin Waller
Kelly Beth Walsh

Ja Mia Ward
Kimiko Ware
Leigh Weathermen
Nicole West
Ross Westbrook
Andre Williams

Danielle Williams
Delani Williams
Jennifer Williams
Carrie Willoughby
Amy Wills

Freshmen 271

A
Abbott, Rudy... 217, 220, 221, 236
Abdullah, Jowairriyya......150, 158,
163
Abernathy, Lee..........................69
Adams, Heather.......................131
Adams, J o e ..............................254
Adams, Rich............................. 107
Addicks, Lori............................. 151
Alba, Jose........................160,266
Albright, John.........150, 158, 163
Allen, Chris ................................ 256
Allen, Christy.............................260
Allen, Doris................................256
Allen, Jam ie.................... 149,263
Allen, Kenya.............................263
Allison, Christy................. 135, 158
Almaroad, Rodney..................123
Alston, John..............................256
Alvarez-Medina, Marlene251,258
Amos, Dwayne......................... 111
Anderson, Sherri....................... 147
Andrew, N am on......................267
Anthon, D rew ........................... 123
Armstrong, Harry......................146
Armstrong, Troy........................ 107
Arnold, Betsy............................. 149
Aryal, Kavin.................................32
Ashley, M ichelle.........................83
Atkins, Jeff............... 111,244,245
Atwood, M iranda....................117
Audy, Darlene..........................254
Austin, D ana.............................236
Avery, Natascha......................149

B

Babcock, Jo e l.........................162
Bailey, D onna......... 190,253,256
Bailey, Ju a n .............................. 125
Bailey, Leslie.............................. 117
Bailey, Lisa................................. 117
Bailey, Shannon.......................256
Baker, E than............................. 148
Baker, J o e ...........39,160,161
Baker, Stephanie......................256
272 Index

Baker, Traci...............................266
Baldwin, Robert........................260
Ballard, Brandi..........................260
Ballesteros, Alvaro.................... 235
Banner, Chris.......................... 149
Banyon, Allison.........................255
Barclay, N athan.......................256
Barclay, Robin..........................263
Bard, Richard............................260
Bardenwerper, Danielle........139
Barker, Jessica................ 149, 266
Barker, Niki..................................24
Barker, P a t..................................41
Barkley, Scott............................256
Barnard, Christie.......................266
Barone, Jennifer....................... 139
Barrs, Susan............................... 102
Barton, A dam ................. 251,256
Barton, Jennifer........................266
Barton, Rodney........................ 123
Basner, Roshan.........................266
Bates, Thomas..........................149
Batey, A p ril...............................263
Batie, Harold.............................251
Battle, Lewis.... 168, 177,178, 179,
263
Baugh, M arbie.........................256
Baumgardner, Ja y...................148
Bazile, Jonique.........................263
Beal, Rod.........214, 246, 247, 256
Bean, Heather..........................180
Bean, Shane.............................266
Beard, Brenna.......................... 162
Bearden, Dixie..........................260
Bearden, Josh..........................162
Bearden, Stephen... 151, 157,266
Beasley, Devin..........................266
Beasley, Teddy.........................266
Beck, Susan...............................260
Beck, V alerie............................139
Beene, D edra...........................252
Beers, David..............................223
Bell, Brandi................................ 149
Bell, Dick.................................... 190
Bell, Stacy..................................256
Bennett, Jim ................................90
Benns, Tanicia........................... 159
Bentley, A m y ............................260
Bentley, Jake............................133
Bentley, Kerrie........................... 149
Bentley, Ron..............................214
Berkshire, J a y ............................ 148
Bethune, Misty..........................260

Beverly, C hanell...................... 26C
Biaett, D o d d ............................. 107
Bice, H ope................................252
Bickerstaff, Misty.......................26C
Biddle, Lee...................... 190,263
Bingham, John .........................151
Bingham, Josh..........................157
Bingham, Justin........................ 161
Birdnow, John.............................59
Bishop, Hylan..........117, 149,260
Bittle, Lee................................... 193
Bittles, Sherry.............................214
Black, Debra............................. 117
Black, M elanie................ 158,162
Blair, Ryan.................................214
Blankenship, Keith....................251
Bley, J e a n ................................. 150
Blount, Kelli................................ 132
Bobo, Patty...............................252
Bodie, Lorenza..........................252
Bolton, W illiam................ 149, 260
Bone, Samantha......................117
Bone, Sharon.......... ................252
Bonner, S cott............................142
Boozer, Tonya.........212, 214, 231
Boris, M arta...............................262
Botea, M ihai.............................252
Bothwell, Daron........................ 125
Bottoms, M elanie...........117,149
Bouchet, Eric............................ 151
Boudreaux, Melissa................. 254
Bourne, Eric............................... 107
Boyd, John................................ 133
Boyle, Bob....................... 158, 252
Brand, Rusty.............................. 198
Brannon, J o e l........................... 151
Brantley, Shirley........................255
Breedlove, Lori................ 205,208
Bridges, B.J..................................188
Brinham, Josh........... ................157
Bristow, Cassanova..................141
Britt, Melissa.............................. 127
Brock, A im ee..................113,263
Brooks, Charlisa...................... 256
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The 51st volum e of the Jackson
ville State University Mimosa was
printed by Jostens of Clarksville,
Tenn. The pages were subm itted
on disk, and the press run was 500.
C opy was w ritten and e d ite d by
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writers.
P a g in a tio n w as d o n e on
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color photos were also printed by
Pink Photo. Student an d fa c u lty
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tography. Organization group ph o 
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Body c o p y is A v a n t G a rd e .
Cutlines are Bookman, and photo
credits are Bookman italic. Folios
are H elve tica , an d by-lines are
A vant G arde italic.
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Bellevue, and A cadem ics h e a d 
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C op p e rp la te , and Greek headlines
are Symbol and Zapf C hancery.
People headlines are Castellar MT,
and Organizations headlines are
Times. Division p a g e headlines are
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cam pus during the Fall semester of
1996. The book cost is $10.
The Mimosa o ffice is 168 Self Hall,
Jacksonville State University, Jack
sonville, AL. 36265-9982, (205) 7825240.
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Alumni and
students
enjoyed the
renewed
rivalry
between
JSU and
Troy State
University.
(Photo by
Donny
Cotten)

A

s students returned for the Fall semester, they found
changes all around. The rebirth of the Freshmen
Forum gave freshmen a voice in the Student Gov

ernment. The Freshmen Forum introduced freshmen who
were involved in high school to various activities around
campus.
The Marching Southerners spent even more time together
when Weatherly Hall opened as a dorm for the Southerners.
The dorm had been previously unused. Kappa Alpha built

A motorist
who ven
tured out
during “Ice
Storm
1996” slid
into a ditch
off Wiley
Avenue
near Uni
versity
apartments.
(Photo by
Donny
Cotten)

the first house on Jacksonville State's new fraternity row and
other fraternities and sororities began the process needed to
build other houses along the row.
Hurricane Opal blew into Alabama hitting Jacksonville on
October 5,1996 leaving roads blocked by downed trees and
power outages across the county as well as the state. Work
ers found a fallen tree on the President's House while other
residents in the area dealt with flooding and wind damage.
Classes were cancelled due to the Hurricane.
Classes w ere
cancelled once

opposite page

Dr. Harvey
Jackson
discusses
Southern
literature
with novel
ists at a
writer’s
conference
held at
JSU.
Students
enjoyed
sunny
afternoons
on the quad
studying or
talking with
friends.
(Photo by
Donny
Cotten)

a g a in

as

ice

storms hit the area
during the spring
semester.
In January a
collision in front of
Brewer Hall injured
a stu d e n t an d
raised the aware
ness a b o u t the
dangers o f the
crosswalk along
Highway 21.
TheSGA Execu
tive C om m ittee
traveled to Wash
ington in Novem
ber o f 1995 to
lobby against financial aid cuts. Students, faculty, and a d 
ministrators from colleges and universities across the state
converged on Montgomery during March to rally against
continued on page 288
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On March 7,
1996, JSU
students and
faculty tasted
entrees from
around the
world at the
International
Student
Organization’s
third annual
Tasters' Fair.

Drama Stu
dents partici
pated in
events such
as Parent’s
Day perform
ing various
acts.(P h o to b y
D o n n y C o tte n )

continued from page 286

the higher education cuts proposed by Governor James.

meetings to resolve the issues. SGA meetings and activities

Student involvement increased in the city elections as a

were suspended until further investigation and the Office of

JSU student planned to run for mayor in the next election. As

Minority Affairs received full funding. The office had opened

the city council considered alcohol consumption curfews

in January with only

and requests for liquor licenses, student participation at the

partial funding.
Whether partici

meetings increased.
The third annual Casino Night yielded funds for marble and

pating in campus

brick signs to be placed along the highways entering Jack

activities, city coun

sonville. An SGA officer said that the signs will bring more of

cil meetings, poli

a sense to pride to the students and to the city.

tics or voicing their

After an uproar at a Student Government Association

concerns students,

meeting concerning comments that were made by a can

helped to change

didate for an SGA office during cam paigning, African-Ameri

the shades of JSUas

can students staged a sit-in in Bibb Graves Hall. The sit-in drew

well as its surround

state-wide media coverage and sent administrators into

ing areas.
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